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THE  VALUE  OF  CIVILIAN  AID  TO  THE 
POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

By  Charles  C.  Fitzmorris,  General  Superintendent  of 

Police 

I hope  that  you  will  bear  with  me  in  my  first  at- 
tempt at  talking  in  public;  and  because  I appreciate 
the  responsibility,  and  because  I talk  neither  easily  nor 
successfully,  I have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  the 
things  I have  to  say. 

The  subject  upon  which  I speak  has  been  assigned 
to  me  by  your  very  able  director,  Mr.  Thrasher — 
“The  Value  of  Civilian  Aid  to  the  Police  Depart- 
ment.” 

My  theory  of  police  work  is  that  a policeman 
should  be  seen  and  not  heard.  If  he  is  seen  often 
enough,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  be  heard. 

Immediately  we  must  recognize  the  value  of  civilian 
aid  to  the  police  department. 

According  to  the  greatest  authority  on  morals  that 
we  know  of,  we  are  governed  entirely  by  our  self  in- 
terest. 

Lecky,  in  his  “History  of  European  Morals,”  tells 
us  that  vice  is  whatever  is  injurious  to  society,  and 
that  virtue  is  whatever  is  of  benefit  to  society. 

We  have  a police  department,  and  the  police  de- 
partment functions  as  best  it  may.  The  police  de- 
partment has  no  illusions.  Ninety  per  cent  of  us  are 
against  vice  because  it  is  injurious  to  society,  of  which 
we  are  a part.  Ten  per  cent  of  us  are  indifferent. 

Civilian  aid  to  the  department  means  civic  interest 
in  the  department,  and  that  interest  is  nothing  but 
an  expression  of  civic  conscience,  and  civic  conscience 
is  usually  dormant. 

Police  Need  Public  Support 

The  Police  Department  cannot  function  without 
public  support,  without  public  aid.  The  Police  De- 
partment is  composed  largely  of  men  who  have  the 
same  ambitions,  the  same  desires,  the  same  respect 
for  law  and  order  that  you  have.  It  is  composed  of 
men  who  have  families  and  who  own  their  own 
homes.  It  is  constantly  on  the  offensive  against  the 
forces  that  are  opposed  to  these  things — that  are 
opposed  to  good  government. 

The  average  citizen  is  on  the  defensive  so  long  as 
the  forces  that  prey  upon  society  do  not  affect  him. 
You  are  indifferent,  and  the  Police  Department  suffers 
through  that  indifference.  I would  like  to  leave  this 


thought  wtih  you:  The  fight  of  the  Police  Depart- 

ment is  your  fight;  the  victories  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment are  your  victories;  and  the  defeats  of  the  Police 
Department  are  your  defeats. 

We  recognize  that  vice  and  lawlessness  are  inimical 
to  society,  and  we  fight  against  them.  The  average 
citizen — the  good  citizen — if  he  thinks  about  the  sub- 
ject at  all,  comes  to  the  same  conclusion,  but  he  does 
not  fight  unless  these  forces  affect  him  in  his  daily 
life. 

He  proceeds  on  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  without 
even  an  interest  in  the  organization  that  he  pays  to 
protect  him  and  his  family. 

Lawlessness  on  the  Decline  Here 

At  this  time  when  the  entire  country  is  in  the 
grip  of  an  unprecedented  crime  wave,  Chicago  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being  a city  where  lawlessness  is 
on  the  decline  rather  than  on  the  increase. 

In  order  to  maintain  this  efficiency,  the  Police  De- 
partment must  have  civilian  aid,  and  that  aid  must 
come  in  a very  distinct  form.  The  way  to  help  the 
Police  Department,  as  I see  it,  is  to  take  an  interest 
in  the  Department,  in  the  personnel,  and  in  the  effort 
that  the  Department  is  making  to  reduce  crime. 

Criticize  the  Police  Department  when  it  fails  to 
function;  criticize  it  severely  if  you  please — but, 
above  all,  and  beyond  all  else,  you  must  take  an  active 
interest  in  this  organization,  which,  in  the  last  analysis, 
is  your  organization. 

Chicago  is  the  railroad  center  of  the  country.  Into 
it  pour  from  every  point  the  wanderers — the  fortune 
hunters — the  social  parasites — the  desperately  poor — 
the  potential  criminal — and  the  confirmed  outlaw. 

The  barrier  that  society  sets  up  against  this  flood 
is  the  Police  Department,  and  the  only  barrier  that  it 
sets  up  is  the  Police  Department.  The  Police  De- 
partment stands  between  decency  and  lawlessness. 
This  is  true  always.  In  these  days  it  is  more  true 
than  ever  before.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  conditions 
which  have  filled  the  community  with  men  who  are 
out  of  employment,  many  of  whom  feel  that  the  coun- 
try owes  them  a living,  and  that  force  and  only  force 
is  the  way  to  secure  it. 

When  his  honor,  the  Mayor,  did  me  the  honor 
to  appoint  me  to  this  position,  he  gave  me  just  one 
order.  That  order  was:  To  clean  Chicago  and 

keep  it  clean;  to  enforce  the  laws  without  fear  and 
without  favor ; to  reward  efiiciency  in  the  Depart- 
ment and  to  see  that  police  work  on  the  part  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Department  was  recognized  quickly  and 
substantially.  And  this  is  what  I want  you  to  have 
in  your  mind  that  I am  working  for. 

I am  not  satisfied  with  the  Police  Department — not 
yet.  1 will  be  satisfied  when  the  Mayor  is  satisfied, 
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and  that  will  be  when  Chicago  shall  have  been 
cleaned  of  crime  and  vice. 

This  Committee  Shows  Civic  Interest 

When  the  Police  Department  knows  that  it  is  be- 
ing watched — critically,  if  you  like;  suspiciously,  if 
you  wish,  but  certainly  watched,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
it  will  function  better  and  more  efficiently.  The 
forces  that  are  opposed  to  society  are  always  on 
the  watch.  It  is  the  good  citizen  that  pays  no  atten- 
tion. Organizations  such  as  the  Committee  of  Fif- 
teen, and  the  Crime  Commission,  as  they  are  con- 
ducted at  present,  are  admirable  vehicles  for  the  ex- 
pression of  civic  interest.  They  are  the  connecting 
links  between  the  public  and  the  Police  Department. 

The  average  citizen,  no  matter  what  we  may  say, 
has  neither  time  nor  the  inclination  to  pay  attention 
to  this  thing,  and,  for  that  reason,  such  organizations 
as  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  and  the  Crime*  Com- 
mission, representing  as  they  do  the  citizenship  of  the 
city,  provide  a check  upon  the  work  of  the  men  who 
are  the  servants  of  the  public.  We  all  march  bet- 
ter when  we  are  passing  a grand  stand,  and  the 
Police  Department  will  function  better  if  it  realizes 
that  through  some  organization,  such  as  these,  the 
eyes  of  the  public  are  focused  upon  it. 

Tribute  to  States  Attorney  Crorve 

I would  be  remiss,  if,  in  the  discussion  of  police 
actively,  I did  not  pay  a very  well  merited  tribute 
to  our  efficient  State’s  Attorney,  Robert  E.  Crowe. 
Without  his  cooperation,  the  work  of  the  Police  De- 
partment would  be  ineffectual  and  useless.  He  has 
made  it  possible  for  us  to  succeed  to  the  extent  that 
we  have  succeeded.  He  has  assisted  to  a large  ex- 
tent in  whatever  measure  of  success  the  Police  Depart- 
ment has  attained  in  the  last  few  months,  and  it  is  a 
pleasure  as  well  as  a duty  to  acknowledge  the  fact. 
His  vigorous  and  intelligent  support  has  made  the 
work  of  the  police  easier  and  more  efficient.  We  are 
willing  to  fight  against  crime.  We  arrest  the  crooks. 
He  puts  them  away. 

I appreciate  the  privilege  of  discussing  the  Police 
Department  and  of  endeavoring  to  point  out  to  you  the 
value — or  rather  the  necessity  of  civilian  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  Police  Department.  With  such  an 
interest  the  Police  Department  will  succeed,  and  when 
the  Police  Department  succeeds,  you  succeed  in  the 
fight  against  crime.  Without  your  support  and  in- 
terest, the  Police  Department  fails,  and  when  we  fail, 
you  lose.  When  you  lose  interest  in  the  Police  De- 
partment, you  lose  the  Police  Department,  and  when 
that  day  comes  you  will  have  lost  the  only  barrier — 
the  only  line  of  defense — between  you  and  chaos. 


THE  CHICAGO  OF  TOMORROW 

By  Dr.  John  Timothy  Stone 

The  city,  more  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of 
the  world,  has  become  the  center  of  activity  and  in- 
fluence, and  as  our  cities  develop,  the  nation  will 
develop.  We  may  cry  “back  to  the  soil,”  and  argue 
eloquently  for  the  supremacy  of  the  rural  district, 
and  for  agricultural  preeminence,  but,  after  all,  sta- 
tistics show  that  our  cities  are  growing  larger  and 
larger,  and  a greater  percentage  of  our  population 
centering  therein.  The  nations  of  the  earth  are  gath- 
ered .together  within  the  circumference  of  the  modern 
city,  and  the  problems  and  responsibilities  of  the  world 
are  increasingly  gathering  there. 

When  we  study  history,  we  find  that  this  is  not 
a new  or  unique  condition.  In  Ninevah  and  Baby- 
lon center  the  interests  and  history  of  the  ancient 
kingdoms  of  which  they  were  so  vital  a part.  Their 
life  developed  in  ascendancy,  and  created  the  degen- 
eracy of  the  lands  of  which  they  were  capitals. 
Thebes  and  Alexandria  held  the  same  relation  to 
Egypt  and  Africa ; Athens,  in  a particular  sense,  was 
Greece.  The  ‘ destruction  of  Pompeii  and  Hercula- 
neum proved  the  downfall  of  the  lands  in  which  they 
glistened.  Rome  tempered  and  controlled  Italy;  Ma- 
drid, Spain;  Paris,  France;  London,  Great  Britain. 
The  city  has  led,  and  as  the  city  has  developed,  the 
nations  have  followed. 

Democracy's  Problem  Is  the  City 

The  problem  of  democracy  is  not  the  problem  of 
the  historian  or  the  prophet,  neither  is  it  the  problem 
of  the  shepherd  or  ranchman;  it  is  the  problem  of  the 
city  and  her  government.  If  democracy  can  govern 
and  rule  aright  our  cities,  she  will  prove  her  efficiency 
and  triumph.  If  the  city  fails,  she  fails. 

We  reverence  the  red  brick  school-house  of  our 
grandfather’s  and  its  influence  has  been  far-reaching. 
We  must  consider,  however,  with  the  religion  of  a 
present  the  fact  of  the  pressed  brick  school  house  in 
the  vast  architecture  of  the  present  hour. 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  has  never  dealt  narrowly 
nor  superficially  with  the  facts  and  vices  of  the  hour, 
and  has  never  entertained  false  modesty.  It  speaks  to 
man  and  woman  alike.  Clean  manhood  and  pure 
womanhood  alone  can  preserve  the  standards  of  our 
fathers  and  make  the  Chicago  of  tomorrow  what  it 
should  be. 
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We  are  not  dealing  with  great  questions,  as  such,  in 
the  abstract,  although  this  work  is  closely  in  sympathy 
with  the  study  of  this  whole  great  moral  question, 
and  may  the  time  soon  come  when  the  societies  of 
social  hygiene  and  those  related  to  them  may  be 
even  in  closer  sympathy  with  us  in  the  adjustment  and 
pursuance  of  our  work.  We  are  organized  to  face  a 
great  commercialized  vice;  a hydra-headed  monster 
of  almost  unmeasurable  scope  and  influence,  who  is 
determined  to  undermine  moral  standards  for  his  own 
selfish  avarice.  The  youth  of  our  city,  both  boy  and 
girl,  must  be  saved  from  becoming  victims  of  this 
awful  lust  and  destruction. 

City  and  Nation  Oa>e  Endorsement 

The  city  and  the  nation  owe  to  such  committees 
as  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  their  unqualified  endorse- 
ment and  unselfish  support.  Such  men  as  yourself, 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  those  associated  with  you,  chal- 
lenge us  all  to  put  our  best  efforts  into  this  righteous 
army  which  is  aiming  to  overcome  this  awful  evil. 
We  must  preserve  the  home,  for  the  home  is  the  unit 
of  society.  The  pictures  of  the  Old  Testament  home 
life  fill  us  with  enthusiasm  for  simple  and  pure  living, 
but  those  homes  were  based  upon  the  command- 
ments of  Moses,  the  magna  carta  of  all  freedom 
and  righteous  living.  The  fifth  commandment, 
“Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother:  that  thy  days 
may  be  long  upon  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God 
giveth  thee,”  is  no  more  vital  than  the  seventh,  “Thou 
shalt  not  commit  adultery.’’  A disregard  of  the  great 
fundamental  commandments  of  God  can  never  save 
the  nation  from  the  awful  evils  and  curses  of  sin. 

Demands  Constant  Opposition 

We  refer  sometimes  to  the  sin  of  intemperance,  and 
this  country  has  recognized,  commercially  as  well  as 
morally,  the  value  of  overcoming  it,  but  this  sin  of 
intemperance,  nor  any  other  sin,  begins  to  compare  in 
its  awful  influence  with  the  evil  of  immorality,  and  the 
crime  and  suffering  related  to  it.  This  fundamental 
sin  of  the  human  heart  and  human  body  must  de- 
mand the  closest  and  most  constant  energy  of  care 
and  opposition,  if  we  are  to  build  pure  lives  and  as 
the  individual  man  and  woman  grows  in  purity,  the 
home  will  be  preserved,  and  the  “Chicago  of  to- 
morrow’’ assured. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  FOR 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  APRIL  30,  1921. 

Mr.  President,  Officers,  Directors,  Members  and 
Friends  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen: 

During  the  year  just  closed,  our  investigators 
made  1 1 ,04 1 personal  calls  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating conditions  and  reporting  the  facts.  This 
averages  nearly  a thousand  per  month.  They  se- 
cured evidence  of  immorality  in  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen  instances  which  averages  sixty-eight  per  month. 
This  evidence,  together  with  that  obtained  prior  to 
May  1 st,  1 920,  warranted  action  against  two  hun- 
dred and  eight  places.  We  notified  each  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  places  in  a confidential 
letter  called  an  informal  notice,  regarding  the  im- 
morality on  their  properties.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  owners  immediately  took  steps  to  correct  condi- 
tions. Seventy-four  of  the  two  hundred  and  eight 
owners  were  negligent  or  defiant,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  serve  them  with  a legal  notice  under  the 
Injunction  and  Abatement  law.  Forty-five  of  the 
seventy-four  owners  proceeded  against  their  tenants 
and  made  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  apply  for  injunc- 
tions against  them.  We  have  applied  for  and  ob- 
tained injunctions  against  seven  places,  leaving  twen- 
ty-two places  needing  further  treatment.  Recent 
investigations  of  the  two  hundred  and  eight  places, 
reveal  the  following  facts: 

In  seventy  places  there  was  no  further  evidence  of 
immorality  obtainable.  In  sixty-six  places  our  inves- 
tigators found  new  tenants.  In  forty-three  places  the 
houses  or  apartments  were  found  vacant,  leaving  the 
twenty-two  above  referred  to  for  further  attention, 
and  the  seven  places  already  enjoined. 

Injunction  Law, 

The  Injunction  Law  is  the  most  effective  weapon 
that  can  be  used  against  vice  promoters.  Owners 
do  not  want  their  property  tied  up  for  a year  against 
its  use  for  any  purpose,  nor  do  they  want  a record 
of  an  injunction  against  it,  even  though  the  injunc- 
tion may  be  vacated  by  a bond  conditioned  that  the 
owner  wilt  keep  it  free  from  immorality,  and  occu- 
pants will  hesitate  about  violating  an  injunction  for 
fear  they  may  be  fined  and  imprisoned  for  contempt. 
It  is  the  fear  of  the  consequences  of  this  law  that 
has  enabled  us  to  close  so  many  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion. Arrests,  convictions  and  fines  amount  to  little. 
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The  policy  of  enjoining  houses  from  being  used  for 
immoral  purposes  and  enjoining  all  the  parties  respon- 
sible from  keeping  any  such  houses  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court  is  putting  the  fear  of  the  law,  it 
not  the  fear  of  God,  in  the  hearts  of  many  people. 

2212-14-16  South  Dearborn  Street. 

In  these  three  buildings  prostitution  has  been  prac- 
ticed for  years,  principally  by  colored  people.  The 
owner  apparently  has  been  helpless  to  correct  condi- 
tions. When  we  applied  for  an  injunction  he  made 
no  protest,  but  joined  with  us  in  asking  for  the  injunc- 
tion which  ran  against  himself  as  well  as  his  tenants. 
He  went  with  our  special  officer  to  serve  the  injunc- 
tion writs  upon  the  occupants.  The  injunction  was 
immediately  effective  without  further  pressure,  and 
for  the  first  time  in  years  those  buildings  are  purged 
of  their  iniquity. 


620  N.  Claris  Street 

This  was  a vicious  “dry”  cabaret  on  the  first  floor 
(but  was  exceedingly  wet)  with  an  immoral  hotel  on 
the  floors  above.  When  our  counsel  presented  the 
case  the  court  asked  the  owner’s  attorney  what  he 
had  to  say  about  the  allegations.  He  said,  “I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  allegations  in  the  petition  are  true.” 
The  court  said,  “Let  the  injunction  issue  at  once.” 
The  proprietor  of  the  cabaret  was  in  court  and 
said,  “Your  honor,  I am  the  lessee  of  the  cabaret 
and  have  something  to  say  about  this.  I want  a con- 
tinuance.” The  court  said,  “The  injunction  has 
issued.  You  have  had  plenty  of  time  to  get  an  attor- 
ney and  attend  to  this  matter.  You  must  meet  the 
issue  in  proper  form.  1 he  injunction  prohibits  any 
immoral  practices  in  that  place,  and  if  anybody  vio- 
lates it  he  will  be  severely  dealt  with.”  The  injunc- 
tion writs  were  served  that  day  and  the  hotel  keeper 
surrendered  his  lease.  In  the  cabaret,  notices  were 
posted  that  no  unescorted  woman  would  be  allowed 
in  the  place.  The  keeper  has  struggled  along  tr}"^ 
ing  to  do  business  under  difficulties,  but  that  commit 
nity  has  been  delivered  from  a resort  which  was  a 
menace  to  its  young  people. 

1452  W.  Madison  Street. 

This  place  has  been  a vicious  resort  for  a long 
time.  A few  years  ago  a murder  was  committed 
there.  We  have  been  able  to  dislodge  two  tenants 
without  resorting  to  the  courts.  Finally  a resort 
keeper,  who  had  conducted  resorts  elsewhere,  became 
the  tenant  and  defiantly  conducted  a house  of  pros- 
titution. Upon  complaint  from  the  Committee,  the 
agents  failed  to  correct  conditions,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  apply  for  an  injunction,  which  was  granted 
and  is  now  in  force 


9 


9048  The  Strand. 

This  place  was  one  of  several  on  the  so-called 
Strand  in  South  Chicago.  We  have  had  no  end  of 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  them  on  account  of  the 
evasive  tactics  of  the  responsible  parties.  In  this  par- 
ticular place  we  were  able  to  serve  notice  upon  and 
secure  an  injunction  against  the  owner,  which  can  be 
violated  only  at  his  peril.  The  attacks  which  have 
been  made  on  the  Strand  have  changed  its  vicious 
character  markedly. 

1659  W.  Adams  Street. 

This  has  been  a most  difficult  place  to  deal  with. 
Our  records  show  that  evidence  has  been  obtained 
and  procedure  started  three  times.  When  the  owner 
received  a notice,  he  would  apparently  correct  the  con- 
ditions of  which  we  complained  and  no  further  evi- 
dence could  be  obtained  for  some  weeks.  Then  there 
would  be  a recurrence  of  the  immoral  procedure  and 
we  would  start  over  again  with  the  same  result. 
Finally  we  decided  that  an  injunction  would  be  the 
only  permanent  cure.  The  court  agreed  with  us  and 
granted  the  application. 

Pandering. 

During  the  year  just  closed,  the  Committee  has 
rendered  assistance  in  convicting  eleven  panders;  to- 
gether they  were  fined  $4,600.00,  with  a total  im- 
prisonment of  eight  years  and  nine  months.  This 
averages  a fine  of  $418  and  an  imprisonment  of  nine 
months  for  each  person. 

The  difficulty  encountered  in  prosecuting  panders 
may  be  revealed  in  the  following  case: 

Two  girls,  working  as  chambermaids  in  a promi- 
nent hotel,  revealed  the  facts  to  Miss  Jessie  F.  Bin- 
ford,  of  the  Girls’  Protective  Bureau,  that  two  men, 
working  as  porters  in  the  hotel,  were  luring  the  cham- 
bermaids into  immorality;  that  they  proposed  to  place 
them  in  a house  of  prostitution  and  divide  the  profits, 
or  guarantee  them  $50  a week  each.  Arrangements 
were  made  by  which  one  of  the  girls  was  to  go  with 
one  of  the  men  to  a certain  house  on  the  west  side. 
Our  special  officer  and  assistant  superintendent  were 
there  and  followed  the  man  into  the  room  where  the 
proprietor  had  placed  the  girl,  and  they  immediately 
arrested  him.  He  was  prosecuted  on  a charge  of  an 
“attempt  to  commit  an  offense,’’  as  he  had  not  been 
able  to  consummate  his  plans. 

The  court  held  that  there  cannot  be  an  “attempt 
to  pander,’’  but  stated:  “The  character  of  the 
man  himself  stamps  him  as  the  lowest  breed  of  man- 
kind. He  is  the  scum  of  the  earth;  he  is  the  dregs 
of  society;  there  is  no  meaner  character  than  he  is; 
morally,  and  in  the  sight  of  God,  this  man  is  just  as 
guilty  as  though  he  had  consummated  the  act.  That 
is  all  I have  to  say  about  it.  Defendant  discharged.’’ 
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In  his  decison  the  judge  held  that  the  overt  acts 
which  were  proved  did  not  constitute  an  attempt 
within  the  meaning  of  the  law,  and  that  he  would  not 
be  justified  in  holding  the  man  guilty.  The  two  girls 
testified  willingly  and  were  commended  by  the  court 
and  the  State’s  Attorney  for  their  courageous  efforts 
in  behalf  of  decency.  The  girls  were  provided  with 
transportaton  to  their  homes  in  New  York,  and  we 
have  since  learned  that  they  both  have  found  agree- 
able employment. 

Special  Cases. 

A few  months  ago  a prominent  citizen  of  Chicago 
came  to  our  office  with  a letter  which  had  been  writ- 
ten to  his  daughter  by  a man,  suggesting  a trip  to 
Florida  and  Cuba.  The  daughter  had  never  seen 
or  heard  of  this  man.  We  answered  the  letter,  made 
an  appointment,  and  took  the  conversation  down  over 
a dictagraph.  He  repeated  verbally  his  invitation  to 
take  the  trip.  There  was  some  evidence  of  mental 
defectiveness,  and  we  did  not  have  the  man  arrested, 
but  he  was  very  much  disturbed  when  he  found  he 
had  been  uncovered  and  agreed  not  to  write  any 
more  such  letters.  He  was  warned  that  if  he  did 
he  would  be  exposed  to  his  employers  and  the  public. 

A letter  from  the  father  of  the  girl  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Your  confidential  letter  of  December 
22nd  is  received.  I feel  that  you  have 
handled  the  matter  very  wisely  and  am 
glad  to  know  that  the  episode  is  closed.’’ 

We  dealt  with  a peculiar  situation  on  the  north 
side,  where  neighbors  adjacent  to  a hotel  reported 
extreme  immoral  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  occupants 
of  the  hotel.  The  neighbors  allowed  our  investigat- 
ors to  occupy  a room  in  their  apartment  for  parts  of 
two  nights  to  see  and  hear  what  was  going  on  in  the 
rooms  of  the  hotel  across  a narrow  alley.  They 
observed  disorderly  conduct  and  heard  obscene  and 
vulgar  language,  but  did  not  obtain  enough  incrim- 
inating evidence  to  warrant  legal  action.  We  took 
the  matter  up  with  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel. 

A letter  from  the  complainants  reads  in  part: 

“By  your  co-operation  and  vigor  in 
handling  the  situation,  the  condition  has 
ceased  to  exist.  I have  found  your  co- 
operation most  thorough  and  to  the  point 
and  that  you  accomplish  real  things.’’ 

Venereal  Diseases. 

It  is  apparent  that  no  reliable  statistics  can  b« 
given  concerning  venereal  diseases,  nor  are  statistics 
available  to  show  the  extent  to  which  they  have  been 
minimized  in  Chicago  by  the  work  of  the  Committee, 
but  it  is  plain  that  in  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
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eliminate  houses  of  prostitution  we  have  to  that  extent 
destroyed  the  breeding  places  of  these  diseases. 

The  following  chart,  furnished  by  the  Illinois  So- 
cial Hygiene  League,  tells  its  own  story. 

Syphilis  is  the  Greatest  Killing  Disease 
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Syphilis  Tvh«r<ulom  Prnimenu  Cancer  »nd  other  Inilucnza  [Tiabcto  DiphthtrU  Typhoid  MaajiO 

(Tclil)  malignanl  tumors  and  Croup 

It  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  40  per  cent 
of  all  the  blind  children  brought  into  the  world  are 
made  so  by  this  awful  plague.  All  the  beauty  of 
this  wonderful  world  is  shut  out  from  them  forever  by 
the  sin  of  others.  We  say  “God  pity  them,”  but 
it  would  be  more  appropriate  to  say  “God  forgive  us 
for  our  sin  of  neglect  which  makes  this  thing  possi- 
ble.” 

Co-operation  of  Owners  and  Agents. 

1 am  pleased  to  say  that  there  is  an  increased 
desire  on  the  part  of  owners  and  agents  to  co-operate 
in  an  effort  to  get  rid  of  undesirable  tenants.  Excepl 
in  a few  instances  where  vice  promoters  own  the 
property,  the  owners  are  anxious  to  prD^3ct  their 
property  from  the  consequences  of  immorality.  Some 
agents  are  careful  and  successful  in  keeping  undesir- 
ables out.  Too  many  agents  are  careless,  probably 
owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  not  held  personally 
responsible  as  the  owners  are.  If  there  could  be  an 
organization  of  owners  and  agents,  with  a well  organ- 
ized reference  bureau  from  which  all  tenants,  except 
those  well  known  to  the  agents,  should  be  compelled 
to  obtain  a recommendation  before  they  are  accepted, 
much  more  could  be  accomplished  toward  eliminating 
immoral  tenants. 

Official  Co-operation. 

It  is  with  real  pleasure  that  I report  splendid  co- 
operation with  the  police  department  under  Chief 
Fitzmorris.  Effective  work  is  being  done  because  of 
this  co-operation.  I heard  of  a case  of  domestic  infe- 
licity which  resulted  in  both  husband  and  wife  being 
taken  to  court.  The  kind-hearted  judge  said  to  the 
woman:  “Don’t  you  love  your  husband?”  With 

tears  streaming  down  her  face,  she  said:  “I  would 

if  he’d  let  me.”  There  have  been  times  when  the 
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officials  of  Chicago  have  resisted  our  advances  to  the 
detriment  of  both  parties.  That  condition  does  not 
prevail  at  the  moment. 

During  the  last  eight  years  I have  seen  four  gen- 
eral superintendents  of  police  assume  the  duties  ot 
that  office.  Each  one  in  turn  has  made  public  his 
intention  of  driving  the  crooks  out  of  Chicago.  In 
each  case  I have  felt  constrained  to  say  that  when 
the  chief  drives  the  crooks  out  of  the  police,  depart- 
ment, he  will  be  better  able  to  drive  the  crooks  out 
of  Chicago.  I have  stated  further  that  it  was  my 
belief  that  1 0 per  cent  of  the  men  on  the  force  are 
either  crooks  or  so  inefficient  as  to  make  them  worth- 
less as  policemen.  Chief  Fitzmorris  has  really  under- 
taken to  rid  the  department  of  worthless  material.  He 
has  discharged  scores  of  policemen  during  the  last  few 
months,  and  publicly  states  that  he  has  five  hundred 
more  to  deal  with.  As  there  are  five  thousand  men 
on  the  force,  his  percentage  and  mine  seem  to  be 
about  the  same.  The  chief  is  doing  a great  piece  of 
work  and  should  be  encouraged  and  helped  by  every 
citizen. 

State's  Attorney  Co-operates 

It  is  also  gratifying  to  report  that  State’s  Attorney 
Crowe  is  co-operating  with  the  Committee  in  its  war 
on  commercialized  vice.  In  February  the  State’s  At- 
torney entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the  Commit- 
tee under  which  he  agreed  to  send  notices  to  the 
owners  of  property  where  evidence  obtained  by  the 
Committee  satisfied  him  that  immoral  conditions  ex- 
isted, provided  the  Committee  do  the  necessary  clerical 
work  and  keep  proper  record.  He  also  instructed 
his  assistant  in  the  morals  court  to  ask  for  ownership 
records  based  upon  convictions  in  that  court,  under 
the  same  arrangement.  Since  February  15  th  we  have 
prepared  ninety-three  notices  for  the  State’s  Attorney, 
with  the  following  results: 

Of  the  ninety- three  places  dealt  with,  eighty-eight 
have  been  subsequently  visited,  revealing  the  facts  that 
in  fifty  of  them  no  further  evidence  of  immorality  was 
obtainable.  Twelve  places  were  vacant,  and  in  seven 
places  there  were  new  tenants.  In  only  nineteen 
places  further  evidence  of  immorality  was  obtained, 
which  will  necessarily  require  further  action  when  suf- 
ficient evidence  warrants. 

Assistant  State’s  Attorney,  Frank  Souhrada,  who 
is  assigned  to  the  morals  court,  has,  under  instructions 
from  the  State’s  Attorney,  sent  out  the  notices  above 
referred  to,  and  in  every  way  co-operated  with  the 
Committee.  His  relations  with  our  special  officer 
assigned  to  that  court  have  been  pleasant  and  profit- 
able. The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Souhrada 
speaks  for  itself: 

“I  wish  to  say  a word  in  commenda- 
tion of  your  special  officer,  Joseph  L.  Kin- 
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der,  whom  you  have  assigned  to  the  morals 
court.  He  has  a keen  scent  for  the  pan- 
der; he  looks  up  the  evidence,  examines 
witnesses,  helps  prepare  the  information, 
and  is  of  real -service  in  prosecuting  such 
cases.  It  is  a pleasure  for  me  to  say  this 
much  in  his  behalf.”  ^ 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  FraNK  Souhrada. 

Immoral  Shows. 

Immoral  shows  which  have  always  been  prevalent 
in  Chicago,  have  seemed  to  be  more  flagrant  during 
the  last  year.  We  have  been  able  to  secure  admis- 
sion to  six  different  shows,  all  of  them  extremely  bad. 
By  giving  tickets  of  admission  to  the  police  depart- 
ment, four  of  them  have  been  prevented.  In  one 
case  the  show  was  permitted  to  go  on  and  the  re- 
sponsible parties  were  arrested,  convicted  and  fined. 
In  another  where  the  police  had  tickets  nothing  was 
done  to  prevent  the  show.  The  intervention  of  the 
police  in  one  case  caused  a riot  and  some  shooting, 
but  no  one  was  injured.  If  we  know  in  advance,  we 
can  usually  find  a way  to  interfere.  We  have  learned 
much  about  the  booking  agents  who  are  responsible 
for  these  shows,  and  we  know  many  of  the  promot- 
ers and  vicious  degenerate  entertainers  by  name  and 
residence.  With  the  promise  of  official  co-operation, 
this  form  of  immorality  will  be  dealt  with  in  the 
future  as  the  facts  may  warrant. 

Legislation. 

People  interested  in  social  legislation  have  pre- 
sented a number  of  bills  which  are  now  pending  be- 
fore the  present  session.  The  Committee  should  lend 
its  endorsement  to  all  of  them,  as  they  bear  more 
or  less  directly  upon  the  work  in  which  the  Committee 
is  engaged.  One  is  an  amendment  to  the  Kate 
Adams  Law,  making  a male  solicitor,  as  well  as  a 
female,  punishable.  Another,  which,  at  my  sugges- 
tion, was  drawn  by  our  counsel,  makes  the  keeper 
of  a house  of  prostitution  punishable  by  imprisonment. 
It  is  extremely  unjust  to  punish  an  inmate  of  a house 
of  prostitution  by  imprisonment,  while  the  keeper  who 
panders  that  inmate  may  escape  with  an  inadequate 
money  penalty.  We  are  doing  what  we  can  to  ad- 
vocate the  passage  of  these  laws. 

Commission  on  Race  Relations. 

In  July,  Graham  Romeyn  Taylor,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  Chicago  Commission  on  Race  Relations, 
requested  information  as  to  the  Committee’s  work  on 
the  south  side  of  the  city  in  the  district  from  1 2th 
street  to  55  th  street,  and  from  Wentworth  avenue  to 
the  lake.  We  prepared  a report  covering  sixty  pages, 
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giving  him  a detailed  account  of  the  work  of  the 
Committee  and  the  work  of  the  morals  court  regard- 
ing vice  conditions  in  that  district  from  July  1,  1915, 
at  the  time  the  injunction  law  went  into  effect,  to  Au- 
gust 15th,  1920.  An  acknowledgment  from  Mr. 
Taylor  says: 

“In  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  spe- 
cial report  you  have  made  for  the  Chicago 
Commission  on  Race  Relations,  with  ac- 
companying letter,  presenting  a summary 
of  the  report,  I want  to  express  our  ap- 
preciation for  this  most  effective  co-opera- 
tion which  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  has 
rendered.  I am  sure  that  when  the  report 
comes  before  the  Commission  itself,  the 
members  will  be  much  interested  in  it,  and 
will  value  greatly,  the  information  which 
it  makes  available  in  connection  with  our 
inquiries  and  investigations.  The  detailed 
statement  of  facts,  giving  specifically  the 
location  of  houses  of  ill  fame  in  the  dis- 
trict which  we  indicated  to  you,  together 
with  your  historical  resume  and  your  com- 
ments, bears  very  directly  upon  certain 
phases  of  the  studies  we  are  making. 

“I  note  particularly  the  large  influ- 
ence which  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  seems 
to  have  exerted,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that 
out  of  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  places 
where  it  was  proved  that  immorality  ex- 
isted, four  hundred  and  seventy-six  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Committee  of  Fifteen, 
and  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dealt 
with  by  the  morals  court  exclusively. 

“Thanking  you  most  heartily  for  the 
important  co-operation  which  you  have 
rendered,  I am, 

“Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed) 

Graham  Romeyn  Taylor. 

Executive  Secretary)."' 


False  Reports. 

Ever  since  I have  been  in  Chicago  there  has  been 
an  insidious  propaganda,  industriously  circulated  by 
the  underworld,  to  the  effect  that  the  closing  of  the 
segregated  districts  endangered  respectable  women, 
and  that  the  arrests  for  rape  and  assaults  with  attempt 
to  rape  had  increased  from  50  to  200  per  cent.  A few 
years  ago  I received  a letter  from  Cleveland  stating 
that  they  had  reports  that  assaults  upon  women  in 
Chicago  had  increased  50  per  cent,  and  asking  me 
if  I could  give  the  facts  concerning  the  matter.  I 
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was  able  to  show  that  there  was  an  immediate  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  rape  cases  after  the  closing 
of  the  red  light  districts  in  1912.  A few  days  ago 
I obtained  figures  from  the  clerk  of  the  municipal 
court  which  reveal  the  facts  as  shown  on  the  follow- 
ing chart. 


There  was  a marked  decrease  the  first  year,  a 
slight  increase  the  second  year  after  the  red  light 
districts  were  closed.  From  that  time  on  there  was 
a marked  decrease  down  to  and  including  1918. 
During  1919  and  1920  there  has  been  an  increase. 
There  is  nothing  abnormal  about  this.  Thousands 
of  men  were  in  the  army,  and  slackers  and  good- 
for-nothings  were  being  hunted  by  federal,  state  and 
local  officials.  The  war  over,  the  mentality  of  the 
world  disturbed  as  never  before,  and  everything 
thrown  out  of  balance  as  it  has  been,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  there  should  have  been  an  increase  over 
the  lowest  mark  in  1918.  But  in  1920  the  figures 
show  a decrease  over  1912  by  nearly  30  per  cent, 
while  during  the  eight  years  the  population  increased 
more  than  a million.  Taking  that  into  consideration, 
the  normal  decrease  would  be  about  35  per  cent. 
Recently  I heard  a man  say  that  the  increase  in  rape 
cases  had  been  about  200  per  cent  over  the  days 
when  the  segregated  districts  were  in  full  bloom.  I 
am  not  going  to  be  impolite  enough  to  say  that  any 
one  who  says  that  is  either  a fool  or  a liar,  but  I 
am  going  to  say  that  he  does  not  know  what  he  is 
talking  about  or  is  wilfully  misrepresenting  the  facts. 
People  must  be  hard  pressed  for  facts  when  they  dis- 
tort the  truth  in  this  way. 

Appreciation. 

I want  to  express  sincere  appreciation  to  President 
Crowell  and  all  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  have  so  loyally  served  the  Committee  and 
community,  making  it  possible  to  accomplish  so  much; 
also  to  our  trusted  investigators  and  members  of  the 
office  force,  without  whose  loyal  and  honest  indus- 
try little  could  have  been  done. 
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Further,  I wish  to  extend  grateful  recognition  to 
the  churches  and  social  service  organizations  who  have 
co-operated  with  the  Committee  toward  the  accom- 
plishment of  its  purpose. 

Conclusion. 

In  the  foregoing  you  have  a report  of  the  work  of 
the  Committee  of  Fifteen  for  the  past  year.  Its  value 
is  unquestioned,  and  there  is  much  satisfaction  in 
knowing  that  its  benefits  to  the  community  will  extend 
to  coming  generations.  Our  position  is  that  stated  in 
the  title  of  the  Introduction  and  Summary  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Vice  Commssion — -“Constant  and  persis- 
tent repression  of  prostitution,  the  immediate  method. 
Absolute  annihilation  the  ultimate  ideal.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  Thrasher, 

Superintendent. 
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FROM  THE  FINANCIAL  VIEWPOINT 

Bp  A.  W.  Sherer 

Ten  years  ago  the  budget  of  the  small  group  that 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  was 
$3,000  a year.  To  keep  pace  with  the  require- 
ment placed  on  the  Committee  by  the  growth  of  the 
city  and  the  elusiveness  of  vice  promoters,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  increase  the  budget  gradually  to  the 
1920  amount,  $50,000. 

Ten  years  ago  it  was  possible  to  secure  the  $3,000 
necessary  to  the  requirements  of  the  work  from  a 
small  number  of  individuals.  Now  that  the  needs 
of  the  Committee  have  reached  present  proportions 
the  financial  support  of  an  increasing  number  of  pub- 
lic spirited  citizens  is  required. 

Approximately  one-half  of  the  budget,  or  $25,000 
annually,  is  pledged  for  a five-year  period.  This 
amount  comes  largely  from  the  officers  and  direc- 
tors who  are  in  intimate  touch  with  the  work.  To 
continue  to  function  effectively,  the  Committee  needs 
an  additional  $25,000  yearly.  It  is  desired  that 
this  amount  be  secured  in  large  or  small  amounts  from 
individuals  and  organizations  who  have  a real  inter- 
est in  tearing  down  the  vile  business  that  is  an  insult 
to  every  clean  citizen  of  Chicago. 

The  officers  of  the  Committee  actively  direct  its 
work  through  monthly  meetings  of  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  quarterly  meetings  of  the  full  directorate 
and  meetings  of  the  Advisory  Board  when  required. 

The  investigating  staff  are  kept  to  high  standards  of 
conduct-  and  accuracy  by  the  Superintendent  as  is 
evidenced;  first,  by  the  respect  given  to  the  Commit- 
tee’s evidence  by  the  courts,  and,  second,  by  the  rec- 
ords of  the  men  who  have  graduated  from  its  investi- 
gating staff  into  positions  of  responsibility  in  the  busi- 
ness world. 

Ten  years  ago  large  groups  of  men  from  neigh- 
boring schools  and  universities  celebrated  athletic  vic- 
tories by  “going  down  the  line’’  in  the  segregated  dis- 
tricts. And  this  type  of  entertainment  found  an  un- 
published place  on  most  Convention  programs.  The 
imagination  of  any  well  informed  person  will  suggest 
the  effect  of  this  practice  on  the  health  and  moral 
tone  of  the  community. 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  had  a large  share  in  the 
wiping  out  of  the  restricted  district  and  is  today  the 
watchdog  of  vice  promoters  in  every  section  of  the  city. 

A check  for  any  amount  will  make  you  a share- 
holder in  this  great  enterprise. 
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VIGILANCE  AND  VICE 

Chicago  is  a cleaner  city  today  than  it  was  seven  years  ago. 
Vice  exists,  but  it  is  on  the  defensive.  It  no  longer  flaunts 
itself.  It  no  longer  spreads  its  net  openly  for  unwary  youth. 
It  lives  precariously,  and  its  profits  are  small  compared  with 
what  they  used  to  be. 

For  this  betterment  the  citizens  of  Chicago  owe  much  to 
the  unwearying  labors  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen.  The  task 
in  which  it  has  engaged  is  not  a pleasant  one,  but  it  is  tremen- 
dously necessary.  It  demands  of  those  who  have  undertaken 
it  a high  sense  of  public  responsibility  and  a courageous  devo- 
tion to  the  social  ideals  which  make  for  the  safety  of  youth  and 
the  moral  health  of  the  community.  These  demands  have  been 
met  and  Chicago  reaps  the  benefit  of  this  purely  volunteer  serv- 
ice in  co-operation  with  the  constituted  officers  of  the  law. 

If  Chicago  is  to  keep  as  clean  as  it  has  been  made,  and  to 
move  forward  steadily  to  higher  standards  of  life,  an  unfailing 
vigilance  must  be  maintained.  If  the  close  watch  and  the 
strong  pressure  are  relaxed,  the  old  conditions  will  return.  To- 
day those  who  seek  revenue  from  vice,  from  the  debauching  of 
youth,  are  hunted  from  place  to  place.  Their  trzj^c  is  made  so 
dangerous  and  so  difficult  that  many  have  abandoned  it— or 
abandoned  Chicago — and  those  who  remain  in  the  business  must 
be  content  to  operate  on  the  most  limited  scale.  Their  power 
for  evil  has  been  restricted  narrowly.  But  let  the  Committee 
of  Fifteen  slumber,  deprive  it  of  the  means  to  carry  on,  and 
the  reptile  life  of  Chicago  will  crawl  out  of  its  holes  and 
spread  its  corrupting  slime  over  the  city. 

Those  of  us  who  breathe  a cleaner  m.oral  atmosphere  in  Chi- 
cago because  of  the  committee’s  work  owe  to  it  our  support. 
Samuel  P.  Thrasher,  its  aggressive  superintendent,  must  be  pro- 
vided with  funds  to  keep  up  the  fight,  and  David  R.  Forgan, 
the  treasurer,  will  be  glad  to  have  your  check. — The  Chicago 
Evening  PosU  Tuesday,  March  29,  /92/. 


“CRITICAL”  INTEREST  IN  POLICE 

It  is  unusual  for  the  head  of  the  police  force  of  a great  city 
to  solicit  vigilant  and  critical  interest  in  his  department,  as 
Superintendent  Fitzmorris  did  in  his  speech  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Fifteen.  It  is  still  more  unusual  for  such  an  official 
to  admit  frankly  that  10  per  cent  of  his  men  do  not  deserve 
friendly  or  sympathetic  interest. 

But  intelligent  Chicagoans  have  learned  to  expect  vigor  and 
directness  from  Superintendent  Fitzmorris.  He  knows  that  no 
police  officer  who  does  his  duty,  and  sincerely  desires  to  be 
free  to  continue  to  do  his  duty  without  interference  from  petty 
political  bosses  or  crooks  enjoying  the  protection  of  bosses,  will 
object  to  “critical”  interest  in  the  activities  of  the  force.  On 
the  contrary,  the  honest,  efficient  and  energetic  policeman  is  en- 
couraged by  such  interest.  It  is  only  the  slothful,  the  indif- 
ferent and  the  corrupt  element  on  the  force  that  has  occasion 
to  fear  an  alert  and  watchful  public  opinion. 

Doubtless  Superintendent  Fitzmorris  is  sufficiently  human  to 
appreciate  deserved  compliments  for  his  men,  but  just  now  it 
is  not  compliments  that  he  seeks.  He  is  determined  to  get  rid 
of  the  obnoxious  10  per  cent.  He  needs  the  support  of  civic 
bodies  like  the  Committee  of  Fifteen.  He  wants  well-attended 
and  spirited  citizens’  meetings  to  take  stock  of  the  municipal 
crime  situation  and  to  serve  notice  on  the  lawless  and  preda- 
tory elements  that  the  good  work  of  honest,  alert  and  able 
policemen  is  in  reality  only  part  of  Chicago’s  warfare  on  com- 
mercialized vice  and  professional  crime. 

Truly,  as  Superintendent  Fitzmorris  says,  the  problems  of 
the  police  force  are  the  problems  of  the  law-abiding  and  indus- 
trious citizenry  as  a whole.  To  lose  interest  in  the  police  is 
in  effect  to  lose  interest  in  the  things  that  stand  between  order 
and  chaos,  security  and  anti-social  license  and  aggression. — 
The  Daily  Neit>s»  Wednesday,  May  11,  1921, 


r 


HIGH  SPOTS  IN  THE  GOOD  WORK 

Since  July  1st,  1915,  when  the  Injunc- 
tion and  Abatement  Law  went  into  effect, 
the  Committee  has  sent  eleven  hundred 
eighty-four  (1184)  informal  notices  to 
owners,  informing  them  that  immorality 
had  been  discovered  upon  their  proper- 
ties. Nine  hundred  thirty  (930)  of  them 
took  such  action  as  to  make  it  unneces- 
sary to  proceed  further  under  the  law. 
Two  hundred  fifty-four  (254)  were  care- 
less or  defiant,  and  we  were  obliged  to 
serve  upon  them  the  legal  notice  as  pro- 
vided in  the  law.  The  effect  of  this  legal 
notice  has  been  such  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary to  apply  for  only  twenty-three  (23) 
injunctions. 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

During  the  year  ended  April  30th,  1921, 
the  Committee  notified  one  hundred  nine- 
ty-five (195)  owners  regarding  the  im- 
morality on  their  properties.  Seventy- 
four  (74)  owners  were  served  with  the 
legal  notice  under  the  Injunction  and 
Abatement  law,  and  injunctions  against 
seven  (7)  places  were  applied  for  and 
granted.  Recent  investigations  reveal  the 
following  facts: 

In  seventy  (70)  places  no  further  evi- 
dence was  obtainable. 

In  sixty-six  (66)  places  new  tenants 
were  found. 

In  forty-three  (43)  places  the  houses  or 
apartments  were  found  vacant. 

PANDERING 

During  the  eight  years  just  closed,  the 
Committee  has  rendered  assistance  in 
convicting  one  hundred  forty-seven  (147) 
panders;  together  they  were  fined  $36, 
240.00,  with  a total  term  of  imprisonment 
of  eighty-nine  (89)  years  and  nine  (9) 
months.  This  averages  a fine  of  $247.00, 
and  an  imprisonment  of  seven  months  for 
each  person. 

In  the  last  year  eleven  (11)  panders 
have  been  convicted  and  fined  a total  of 
$4,600.00,  with  a total  imprisonment  of 
eight  (8)  years  and  nine  (9)  months.  This 
averages  $418.00,  with  nine  (9)  months 
imprisonment  for  each. 
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Contributions  Deductible  from  Income  Tax 


Contributions  to  the  Committee  of  Fifteen 
are  deductible  from  incomes  of  Individuals 
in  computing  their  income  tax. 

A letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue  at  Washington  reads: 

‘‘The  Committee  of  Fifteen  is  exempt 
from  income  tax  under  Subdivision 
6 of  Section  23 1 of  the  Revenue  Act 
of  1918,  and  contributions  made  to 
it  by  individuals  are  deductible 
from  gross  income  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Subdivision 
11  of  Section  214  (a)  of  same  Act.” 
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CHICAGO  NEEDS  THE  COMMITTEE 
OF  FIFTEEN. 

By  President  H.  P.  Croivell 

The  days  in  which  we  live  are  so  crowded  with 
activities  and  diversions  that  we  are  apt  to  forget 
the  origin  of  things ; so  I want  to  remind  you  that 
the  Committee  of  Fifteen  belongs  to  the  citizens 
of  Chicago,  belongs  to  each  one  of  you  individ- 
ually. The  men  and  women  constituting  its 
Board  of  Directors  are  your  representatives  and 
become  the  channel  through  which  you  work  to 
prevent  the  re-establishment  of  a red  light  district 
in  our  city.  The  Committee  has  no  power  except 
as  you  give  it  power  by  assisting  in  the  creation 
of  a public  sentiment  against  that  which  is  vile 
and  degrading  and  that  makes  us  ashamed.  The 
moment  that  a protest  against  this  evil  fails  to 
rise  in  the  human  breast,  that  moment  the  Com- 
mittee dies,  for  its  usefulness  is  ended  and  its 
power  and  life  are  gone. 

Official  Neglect  of  Duty. 

But  why  do  we  need  a Committee  of  Fifteen 
when  we  have  faws  to  protect  us,  specific  laws 
making  it  a crime  to  exploit  women  and  to  use 
property  for  immoral  purposes  and  men  elected 
to  public  office  for  the  express  purpose  of  enforc- 
ing these  very  laws?  The  answer  is  that  men  fail 
in  their  duty,  fail  because  of  ignorance,  fail  be- 
cause they  do  not  find  a public  sentiment  that 
compels  recognition,  fail  because  of  political  in- 
fluence and  pressure  which  keeps  them  from 
having  the  courage  of  their  convictions. 

On  July  1,  1915,  the  Injunction  and  Abate- 
ment Act  became  a law  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
From  that  day  to  this,  five  long  years,  no  public 
official  or  employee  in  the  City  of  Chicago  has 
applied  for  an  injunction  under  this  law.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  Committee  of  Fifteen,  it  would 
have  lain  dormant  on  the  statute  books ; but  we 
have  taken  it  and  made  it  a powerful  weapon  in 
the  suppression  of  vice,  and  in  so  doing  have 
filled  many  a law-breaker  with  fear  and  despair. 

Prostitution  and  the  Police. 

Again  comes  the  question — Why  do  we  need 
the  Committee  of  Fifteen  when  we  have  a police 
department,  created  to  maintain  order  and  en- 
force law?  We  like  to  think  of  this  department 
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as  free  and  untrammeled,  actuated  by  a single- 
ness of  purpose,  and  that  purpose  to  protect  the 
life,  property  and  morals  of  every  individual  liv- 
ing within  its  borders  without  fear  or  favor.  If 
the  work  of  the  department  measured  up  to  this 
standard  or  to  our  ideal,  we  would  not  find  com- 
mercialized vice  springing  up  or  flourishing  in 
different  parts  of  our  city.  Does  not  the  depart- 
ment know  what  is  going  on?  Yes,  I believe  the 
patrolman  knows,  the  sergeant  knows,  the  lieu- 
tenant knows,  the  captain  knows.  A woman  may 
act  secretly  or  clandestinely,  but  she  cannot  ply 
her  trade  commercially,  neither  can  a house  be 
opened  for  immoral  purposes  for  more  than  a 
few  days  without  creating  suspicion  that  soon 
leads  to  knowledge.  Knowledge  may  be  denied, 
as  it  sometimes  is,  because  the  department  has  not 
legal  proof ; but  why  should  it  not  have  such 
proof  ? 

Committee  Gets  Evidence. 

Not  long  ago  complaints  were  registered  in  the 
department  by  neighbors  and  men  doing  business 
nearby  about  a property  located  at  State  and  22nd 
streets.  Six  policemen  who  had  been  on  the  force 
from  nine  to  sixteen  years  were  assigned  to 
watch  the  place,  the  people  who  went  in  and  out, 
and  their  conduct  while  within.  On  the  witness 
stand  they  testified  that  they  wore  plain  clothes, 
that  they  visited  all  parts  of  the  building,,  some- 
times in  the  day,  at  other  times  in  the  night.  They 
looked  into  every  room,  but  were  unable  to  dis- 
cover anything  that  was  improper  or  immoral. 
In  their  opinion  the  character  of  the  place  was 
good  and  the  people  in  charge  were  carrying  on  a 
legitimate  business.  During  the  same  period  that 
these  six  policemen  assigned  to  this  specific  duty 
were  finding  nothing  wrong  about  the  premises 
or  business  conducted  there,  the  investigators  of 
the  Committee  of  Fifteen  obtained  such  convinc- 
ing evidence  of  immorality  that  Judge  Zeman  of 
the  Chancery  Court,  under  the  Injunction  and 
Abatement  Act,  issued  a permanent  injunction 
against  the  place.  Should  it  not  be  easier  for  the 
police  department,  profiting  by  many  years  of 
experience  and  having  trained  and  skilled  men,  to 
secure  evidence  that  will  stand  in  court  than  for 
the  Committee  of  Fifteen  to  do  so?  Were  these 
six  policemen  blind  or  devoid  of  reason  and  logic 
— were  they  incompetent  or  corrupt,  or  was  their 
assignment  to  this  particular  duty  simply  a ruse 
or  pretense  to  show  action  in  response  to  the  com- 
plaints made ; or  were  the  instructions  given  in 
such  a way  that  the  men  knew  that  they  were  not 
to  see  or  hear  or  find  anything  of  a questionable 
nature?  Let  me  leave  these  questions  with  you, 
that  you  may  give  the  answer  that  best  expresses 
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the  conduct  and  testimony  of  these  officers.  It 
seems  to  be  true  that  certain  men  and  certain 
interests  are  immune  from  interference  or  attack 
and  the  only  fair  inference  that  can  be  drawn  is 
that  they  are  overlooked  because  they  are  good 
scouts  or  good  politicians,  and,  therefore,  useful 
to  other  politicians. 

When  the  morale  of  the  department  is  weak- 
ened by  outside  influences  permeating  it  and  de- 
manding recognition,  laxity  is  bound  to  ensue  and 
what  would  otherwise  be  a splendid  and  efficient 
organization  becories  weak  and  demoralized.  On 
the  surface,  on  paper,  or  in  figures  the  depart- 
ment may  look  well ; but,  underneath,  it  lacks  that 
spirit,  that  honest}^  of  purpose  that  develops  cour- 
age, high-mindedness  and  lofty  standards  that  we 
look  for  in  the  guardians  of  public  safety. 

The  '‘UnderzvorldT 

For  a moment  I would  have  you  consider  the 
“underworld”  as  a reason  for  the  necessity  of  a 
strong,  senstive  public  opinion  and  the  compelling 
need  for  the  existence  of  the  Committee  of  Fif- 
teen. 

This  “underworld”  is  not  one,  wide  in  area,  or 
containing  a large  percentage  of  the  population, 
but  it  is  dangerous,  extremely  dangerous,  for  it 
contains  a restless,  seething  mass  of  humanity, 
diseased  in  mind  and  body,  that  is  not  only  im- 
moral but  unmorcfl.  There  you  find  selfishness, 
covetousness,  avarice,  jealousy  and  hatred  carried 
to  the  extreme.  There  is  little  or  no  good  in  the 
individuals  to  which  you  can  appeal.  The  in- 
centives and  ideals  that  keep  the  great  mass  of 
men  normal  are  unknown  to  them  and  life  is  of 
little  value  when  it  interferes  with  their  ambition 
or  greed.  Unmoved  and  uncontrolled  by  prin- 
ciple, the  great  underlying  argument  commonly 
used  is  that  money  will  buy  anything.  They  see 
it  buying  virtue,  human  bodies,  immunity  for 
what  they  call  their  business,  and  immunity  from 
punishment.  Some  of  the  shrewder  and  more 
intelligent  men  enter  into  politics  and  undertake 
to  sway  the  vote  vif  their  followers  that  they  may 
barter  it  for  exemptions  and  privileges  they  could 
not  otherwise  enjoy.  As  a smouldering  fire  can 
be  easily  fanned  by  the  wind  into  a flame  and 
then  into  a conflagration,  so  the  desires  of  these 
people  rush  to  take  advantage  of  any  relaxation 
of  vigilance  or  the  lessening  of  repressive  meas- 
ures. 

Committee  in  the  Way. 

The  statement  is  frequently  made  by  them  that 
— we  know  how  to  deal  with  the  politician;  we 
know  how  to  handle  the  police;  but  we  do  not 
know  how  to  stop  the  aggressive  tactics  of  the 

4 


Committee  of  Fifteen.  They  say — we  have  tried 
to  undermine  the  Committee  itself ; we  have 
threatened,  sought  to  intimidate  and  then  corrupt 
the  Superintendent,  but  have  failed  in  every  plan. 
If  this  man  and  this  committee  were  only  out  of 
the  way  we  would  again  come  into  our  own  and 
make  money. 

Standing  on  the  firing  line  between  decency 
and  indecency,  our  Committee,  headed  by  its 
Superintendent,  has  struck  blow  after  blow  at  all 
that  is  immoral  and  has  taken  the  major  profit 
out  of  commercial  vice  and  driven  it  into  secrecy 
and  darkness. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Directors,  Members  and  Friends  of  the 

Committee  of  Fifteen: 

The  Injunction  and  Abatement  Law  still  proves 
to  be  the  Committee’s  most  efifective  weapon. 
Operating  under  this  law,  the  Committee  has 
reduced  its  procedure  to  something  of  a sci- 
ence. An  accurate  report  is  made  by  every  in- 
vestigator, designating  the  number  and  location 
of  every  place  visited.  When  evidence  is  ob- 
tained for  the  first  time  the  place  is  card  indexed, 
and,  as  soon  as  practicable  thereafter,  the  investi- 
gators seek  to  obtain  corroborative  evidence.  If 
it  is  obtained,  we  send  notice  to  the  owner.  If 
action  is  not  taken  by  the  owner  and  we  can  ob- 
tain further  evidence,  then  we  proceed  under  the 
Injunction  Law  to  serve  the  legal  notice.  If  that 
is  not  efifective,  we  apply  for  an  injunction. 

During  the  year  covered  by  this  report,  our 
investigators  have  visited  six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred places  for  the  purpose  of  investigation. 
They  have  obtained  evidence  in  six  hundred  and 
fifteen  instances  and  corroborated  sufficiently  to 
warrant  sending  the  informal  notice  in  two  hun- 
dred and  four  of  them,  which  is  an  average  of 
seventeen  per  month,  and  the  serving  of  thirty- 
seven  formal  notices.  We  were  unable  to  obtain 
corroborative  evidence  in  four  hundred  and 
eleven  places  where  positive  evidence  had  been 
previously  secured. 

For  your  information,  I think  it  well  to  say  that 
since  the  Injunction  Law  went  into  effect  in  July, 
1915,  the  Committee  has  written  nine  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  informal  notices.  Of  that  num- 
ber eight  hundred  and  seven  owners  or  agents 
have  taken  such  action  as  to  make  it  unnecessary 
to  proceed  further  under  the  law.  One  hundred 
and  eighty-one  of  them  have  been  careless  or 
defiant  (I  think  in  most  cases  it  was  carelessness 
rather  than  defiance)  and  the  second,  or  formal, 
notice  under  the  Injunction  Law  has  been  neces- 
sary. This  law  has  proved  so  efifective  that  only 
fifteen  injunctions  have  been  applied  for  and  se- 
cured. In  all  but  two  of  them  the  injunction  has 
accomplished  all  that  could  be  desired.  These 
two  have  recently  defied  the  law  and  require  fur- 
ther attention  by  the  Committee. 
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In  our  last  annual  report  I stated  that  two 
cases  for  permanent  injunction  were  pending. 
After  exhaustive  trials  both  injunctions  were 
granted  and  are  now  in  effect. 

During  the  early  summer,  last  year,  vice  was 
under  reasonable  control,  but  a demoralized  con- 
dition developed  in  the  police  department,  of 
which  vice  promoters  seemed  to  take  advantage, 
and  in  September  vice  and  crime  had  greatly  in- 
creased. Then  the  attorney-general,  the  state’s  at- 
torney and  the  chief  of  police  all  became  active. 
It  appeared  that  Chief  Garrity  was  getting  a bet- 
ter control  of  the  situation  and  there  was  some- 
thing of  an  improvement  in  conditions  until 
March,  prior  to  the  recent  April  election,  when 
there  were  indications  that  vice  and  crime  were 
on  the  increase.  The  reports  of  our  investigators, 
and  complaints  which  come  in  to  the  office,  indi- 
cate clearly  that  vice  promoters  are  active  and 
hopeful,  and  it  will  require  renewed  energy  and 
increased  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Committee 
of  Fifteen  and  other  agencies  to  check  the  in- 
crease of  crime. 

If  corrupt  politics  would  keep  its  hands  off  the 
police  department,  and  Chief  Garrity  were  given 
a fair  chance,  I believe  the  department  would 
function  effectively.  It  is  gratifying  to  report 
that  the  opposition  of  the  police  toward  the  Com- 
mitteee  of  Fifteen,  which  has  been  in  evidence 
once  or  twice,  is  disappearing,  and  we  are  today 
maintaining  reasonably  amicable  relations  with 
the  department. 

Co-operation  of  Ozvners. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  we  are  having 
amicable  and  effective  co-operation  with  owners 
and  agents  of  property  which  we  find  to  be  used 
for  immoral  purposes.  During  the  year  covered 
by  this  report,  86  per  cent  of  owners  and  agents 
notified  of  the  illegal  use  of  their  property  have 
acted  promptly  to  correct  the  conditions  of  which 
we  complained.  Subsequent  investigations  have 
revealed  the  fact  that  the  places  are  vacant,  or 
occupied  by  new  tenants,  or  that  it  is  impossible 
to  secure  evidence  of  immorality. 

From  the  scores  of  letters  in  our  files  bearing 
on  this  matter,  I submit  the  following: 

Mr.  Fairweather,  representing  the  University 
of  Chicago,  writes : 

“I  have  taken  up  the  matter  men- 
tioned in  your  letter  of  June  10,  with  the 
tenant  concerned,  who  promises  that  the 
matters  complained  of  will  promptly 
cease  and  that  he  will  personally  see  that 
they  do.” 
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Wm.  A.  Bond  & Co.  write : 

“We  have  your  inquiry  of  recent  date 
as  to  our  opinion  of  the  results  of  the 
work  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  in 
connection  with  the  real  estate  agents. 

“For  our  part,  we  wish  to  say  that  the 
work  of  the  Committee  has  been  of  great 
assistance  to  us  in  getting  rid  of  unde- 
sirable tenants,  and  we  believe  that  a 
continuance  of  the  policy  of  frank  co- 
operation between  your  Committee  and 
the  real  estate  men  generally  will  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  real  estate  interests. 
Your  organization  is  able  to  do  work 
along  this  line  which  the  real  estate 
agents  cannot  do  and  of  which  they  are 
ready  to  take  advantage  if  they  have  the 
opportunity.  We  believe  that  the  law  as 
it  now  exists  is  a fair  one  and  goes  a 
long  way  to  remedy  conditions  which  we 
were  not  able  to  reach  before.” 

Mr. -Ciranert  of  Granert  & Rothschild  says: 

“I  have  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst., 
and  have  advised  my  real  estate  agent 

to  have  premises  at  

vacated  at  once,  as  I prefer  to  have  it 
empty  than  to  have  tenants  of  that 
type.” 

A letter  from  the  First  Trust  and  Savings 
Bank  reads : 

“We  are  pleased  to  report  that  in 
compliance  with  your  recent  order  we 

have  ousted  tenant from  the 

premises  at  Thirty-fourth  St., 

and  we  thank  you  for  your  co-operation 
in  assisting  us  to  get  rid  of  so  undesir- 
able a tenant. 

“Thanking  you,  and  assuring  you  that 
we  are  anxious  to  comply  with  the  Com- 
mittee’s recommendations  at  all  times, 
we  beg  to  remain.” 

Messrs.  Baird  & Warner  write,  saying: 

“We  are  familiar  with  the  work  of 
the  Committee  of  Fifteen  and  we  be- 
lieve that  agents  and  owners  will  find  it 
to  their  mutual  advantage  to  co-operate 
with  them  in  every  way  possible.  The 
Committee  maintains  a very  complete 
filing  system  and  we  have  obtained  valu- 
ble  information  by  referring  to  it.  Their 
superintendent,  when  called  upon,  has 
been  very  helpful  with  suggestions  and 
assistance.” 
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L.  M.  Smith  & Bro.  write  as  follows : 

“Should  there  be  any  lingering  doubt 
in  the  minds  of  owners  or  agents  as  to 
the  effect  of  your  work  as  it  relates  to 
residence  districts,  it  might  be  of  bene- 
fit to  them  to  know  that  your  institution 
has  been  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  us 
in  contending  with  a condition  in  this 
vicinity  that  was  subtle  and  alarming  in 
its  growth. 

“For  a time,  the  task  seemed  almost 
hopeless  because  of  the  contributing  in- 
centive furnished  through  saloon  inter- 
ests, but  we  are  glad  to  say  that  notwith- 
standing that  enormous  protective  influ- 
ence, we  have  never  failed,  with  the 
help  of  Mr.  Thrasher,  to  move  an  objec- 
tionable tenant,  and  we  feel  that  most  of 
the  credit  in  locating  and  expelling  that 
class  is  due  to  the  Committee  of  Fifteen 
and  that  a plain  statement  of  fact  is  the 
least  that  could  be  done  to  show  our 
appreciation.” 

Organized  and  persistent  effort  by  owners  and 
agents  against  undesirable  tenants  would  sup- 
press commercialized  vice  in  Chicago  to  a greater 
degree  than  is  possible  through  any  other  agency. 
It  would  do  much  to  eliminate  sources  of  graft 
and  to  improve  moral  conditions.  Will  the  real 
estate  owners  assume  the  responsibility  which 
we  believe  is  clearly  theirs? 

Cases. 

It  would  take  more  space  than  I am  allowed 
for  this  report  to  dJal  properly  with  all  the  im- 
portant cases  with  which  the  Committee  has  dealt 
during  the  last  year.  I will  mention  only  two  of 
them,  for  the  specific  reason  that  in  both  cases 
the  defendants  were  acquitted  after  trial  on  crim- 
inal charges  in  the  Municipal  Court. 

Ben  Zellern,  keeper  of  the  Vestibule,  who  had 
an  unsavory  reputation  for  years  in  other  resorts, 
as  well  as  in  the  Vestibule  at  6-8-10  East  Twenty- 
second  Street.  At  about  the  time  we  started 
procedure  under  the  Injunction  Law,  Zellern  was 
arrested  on  charges  of  keeping  a house  of  prosti- 
tution and  illegal  liquor  selling.  He,  through  his 
counsel,  asked  for  a change  of  venue,  and  ob- 
jected by  affidavit  to  eighteen  of  the  thirty-one 
judges  of  the  Municipal  Court.  The  case  was 
assigned  to  and  tried  by  a judge  to  whom  no  ob- 
jection was  made.  The  trial  resulted  in  acquittal. 
This  acquittal  did  not  stop  legal  proceeding  in 
the  injunction  case,  although  his  attorneys  used 
every  means  known  to  make  that  acquittal  a bar 
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to  further  procedure.  As  the  injunction  was 
against  the  property  and  not  the  person,  our  at- 
torneys succeeded  in  convincing  the  court  that 
the  evidence  should  be  heard.  To  refute  the  tes- 
timony submitted  by  the  prosecution,  the  defense 
put  on  six  policemen  assigned  to  that  district, 
who,  to  the  astonishment  of  all,  testified  that  they 
had  never  heard  of  the  ill-repute  of  Ben  Zellern 
or  his  notorious  resort.  The  trial  resulted  in  a 
decree  closing  the  house  against  its  use  for  any 
purpose  for  a period  of  one  year  unless  a bond 
was  furnished,  conditioned  that  the  owner  would 
abate  the  nuisance  and  keep  the  property  free 
from  further  immoral  practices. 

The  other  case  is  that  of  Violet  Phipps,  also  of 
unsavory  reputation  in  Chicago  for  many  years. 
By  her  own  admission  she  was  formerly  an  in- 
mate of  the  Everleigh  Club,  the  notorious  gilded 
pelace  of  vice,  which  became  so  bad  that  Chicago 
\vould  not  stand  for  it,  and  was  closed  by  official 
edict  several  years  ago.  The  Telephone  Com- 
pany. when  informed  concerning  the  immorality 
in  one  of  her  resorts,  refused  telephone  service. 
She  sued  the  company  in  mandamus  proceeding. 
After  an  exhaustive  trial,  during  which  Violet 
Phipps  testified  in  her  own  behalf,  the  court  de- 
cided in  favor  of  the  telephone  company,  saying: 

“It  is  abundantly  established  by  the 
■ evidence  in  this  case  that  the  petitioner 
has  for  a great  many  years  been  engaged 
in  that  ancient  ])rofession  which  the 
legislature  considers  contrary  to  the 
morals  and  the  good  order  of  the  com- 
munity, and  that  she  has  continuously, 
up  to  the  time  that  she^ook  the  present 
apartment,  been  engaged  in  keeping  es- 
tablishments where  others  have  congre- 
gated who  have  followed  the  same  pro- 
fession as  herself.  The  finding  of  the 
court  is  for  the  respondent.” 

Miss  Phipps  appealed  the  case,  and  the  Su- 
preme Court  affirmed  the  decision.  We  have 
certified  copies  of  records  showing  that  she,  un- 
der her  varied  aliases,  has  been  convicted  ’ for 
keeping  houses  of  prostitution,  and  for  selling 
liquor  in  violation  of  the  law.  We  had  com- 
plaints from  two  educational  institutions,  nearby 
her  present  place  on  Michigan  Avenue.  Investi- 
gations showed  clearly  to  us  that  the  house  was 
being  used  as  a house  of  prostitution.  We  served 
notice  under  the  Injunction  Law,  and  informed 
the  government  officials,  as  to  the  sale  of  liquor, 
and  the  captain  of  the  precinct,  in  which  the  house 
is  located,  as  to  the  facts  as  we  knew  them.  A 
joint  raid  by  the  government  officials  and  the 

10 


police  was  made,  which  resulted  in  the  arrest  of 
Violet  Phipps  and  four  girls,  the  girls  being 
dressed,  as  the  captain  put  it,  in  “extreme  negli- 
pee.”  The  case  came  on  for  trial  and  was  des- 
perately  defended.  It  is  significant  that  neither 
Violet  Phipps,  nor  any  one  of  the  girls,  present 
at  the  time  our  men  investigated  the  place,  or  at 
the  time  of  the  raid,  took  the  witness  stand  in 
her  defense.  Notwithstanding  a vigorous  prose- 
cution by  Assistant  State’s  Attorney  S.  A.  Bris- 
tow, the  jury  found  her  not  guilty. 

Violet  Phipps  may  take  such  comfort  from  this 
as  she  can,  but  she  is  under  bond  now,  after  a 
preliminary  hearing,  awaiting  the  action  of  the 
federal  grand  jury  upon  the  testimony  of  the  men 
who  were  witnesses  in  the  Municipal  Court.  She, 
by  one  device  or  another,  and  by  influence  from 
various  sources,  suceeded  in  inducing  the  tele- 
phone company  to  install  two  telephones  in  her 
present  place,  one  in  her  own  name  and  one  in 
the  name  of  Harry  B.  Carter.  Upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  chief  of  police,  the  telephone 
company  has  removed  both  telephones,  and  a 
careful  watch  of  the  place  reveals  a decided 
improvement. 

Prior  to  the  raid,  during  one  six-hour  period, 
eight  automobiles  unloaded  passengers  who  en- 
tered her  house,  and  she  had  many  visitors,  male 
and  female,  who  came  afoot,  singly  or  in  pairs. 
If  she  conducts  an  immoral  place  there,  we  shall 
surely  obtain  the  evidence  and  will  apply  for  an 
injunction,  with  no  fear  of  the  result. 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  is  interested  only  in 
cleaning  up  places  which  we  believe  to  be  houses 
of  prostitution.  That  is  our  purpose. 

The  Bulletin. 

A few  months  ago  the  Committee  decided  to 
issue  a Bulletin  from  time  to  time  setting  forth 
the  essential  facts  concerning  the  work  of  the 
Committee  and  dealing  with  particular  phases  of 
our  varied  problems.  We  have  issued  three  Bul- 
letins. The  first  one  dealt  with  facts  concerning 
the  Committee’s  work.  The  second  with  “The 
Responsibility  of  Real  Estate  Owners  and 
Agents,”  which  contains  several  letters  from 
prominent  real  estate  men  commendatory  of  the 
Committee’s  work,  and  the  third  contains  an 
article  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Evans  on  “Prostitution  and 
Venereal  Diseases.”  These  Bulletins  have  re- 
ceived favorable  comments,  not  only  from  the 
directors  and  members  of  the  Committee,  but 
from  various  other  sources  in  and  out  of  Chi- 
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cago.  A few  of  the  commendatory  letters  read 
as  follows : 

Harold  Swift  says : 

“The  first  issue  of  the  Bulletin  looks 
all  right  to  me  and  I hope  it  will  be 
efifective  in  its  purpose.” 

Gen.  Leonard  Wood  writes: 

“Thank  you  for  the  copy  of  your  Bul- 
letin. I should  like  about  a dozen  extra 
ones  if  you  can  conveniently  let  me  have 
them.  I hope  very  much  that  I shall  be 
able  to  attend  some  of  your  meetings  in 
the  future.  Unfortunately,  I have  been 
kept  very  busy  with  labor  and  other 
conditions  throughout  the  department.” 

Nathaniel  Butler  writes: 

“Thank  you  very  much  for  a copy  of 
the  first  number  of  the  Bulletin.  I am 
sure  it  will  prove  highly  useful.” 

Edwin  W.  Sims,  our  secretary,  writes : 

“I  have  your  letter  of  November  28 
enclosing  No.  1,  Vol.  1,  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Fifteen  Bulletin.  In  my  judg- 
ment, information  as  to  the  work  of  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen,  published  period- 
ically in  short,  snappy  form,  like  this 
first  issue,  will  be  very  helpful.  I want 
to  compliment  and  congratulate  you 
upon  the  appearance  of  the  initial  Bul- 
letin.” 

Joseph  Deutsch,  of  Edwards  & Deutsch, 
writes : 

“I  acknowledge  with  pleasure  your 
letter  of  November  28  enclosing  the  first 
of  a series  of  bulletins  promulgated  by 
the  Committee  for  the  supporters  of  its 
cause.  The  commendable  work  of  the 
Committee  is  most  gratifying,  and  I as- 
sure you  that  I will  be  very  much  inter- 
ested in  receiving  these  bulletins  from 
time  to  time  as  they  are  published.” 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Committee  to  con- 
tinue this  publication. 

Infi'uence  Outside  Chicago. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that,  without  detract- 
ing at  all  from  the  work  of  the  Committee  in 
Chicago,  our  efiforts  have  attracted  a great  deal 
of  attention  throughout  the  country,  and,  to  some 
extent,  throughout  the  world.  We  have  been 
obliged  to  answer  inquiries  from  individuals  and 
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organizations  from  one  hundred  and  eleven  dif- 
ferent cities  in  thirty-six  different  states.  We 
have  also  corresponded  on  the  same  topic  with 
officials  and  others  in  ten  other  countries,  as  fol- 
lows : England,  Canada,  Alaska,  Japan,  China, 

Australia,  New  Zealand,  India,  South  America 
and  the  Philippine  Islands.  We  quote  from  one 
letter  from  Mrs.  Winifred  Giles  of  London: 

“It  is  extremely  kind  of  you  to  take 
so  much  trouble  for  me.  I thank  you 
for  the  enclosures.  I am  glad  that  I am 
on  your  regular  mailing  list.  I have 
passed  on  your  information  and  enclos- 
ures about  the  women  police  to  head- 
quarters of  our  police  service  in  Eng- 
land. I thank  you  so  much.  Please  be 
sure  and  tell  me  if  I can  be  of  any  use 
to  you  in  supplying  information  from 
this  side.’’ 

A letter  from  O.  T.  Krieger,  pastor  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  at  Fairbanks,  Alaska,  says: 

“I  desire  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
the  Chicago  Vice  Commission’s  Report 
with  booklets.  Please  accept  my  thanks 
for  the  same.  We  have  vice  conditions 
here  about  as  bad  as  could  be.  I think 
the  worst  thing  about  it  is  the  total  lack 
of  a public  conscience  on  the  matter. 

The  officials  as  yet  show  no  inclination 
to  better  conditions.” 

We  have  a letter  from  Dr.  J.  V.  DeLeon,  med- 
ical inspector  of  the  official  government  of  the 
Philippine  Islands,  which  reads: 

“Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the 
service  which  you  have  so  kindly  given 
me  in  securing  the  books  on  the  social 
evil  in  the  United  States.  The  books 
have  just  been  received  today.  The 
same  movement  and  other  civic  reforms 
by  welfare  societies  and  citizens’  leagues 
are  now  being  commenced  all  over  the 
Philippines. 

“Again  thanking  you  for  your  cour- 
tesy, and  wishing  you  and  the  Commit- 
tee of  Fifteen  every  success  in  your 
great  humanitarian  undertaking,  I beg 
to  remain.” 

A letter  from  Arthur  W.  Manuel,  secretary 
of  the  A.  M.  C.  A.,  at  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  reads: 

“I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  helpful 
letter  of  June  21,  with  its  enclosures, 
regarding  the  work  as  conducted  by  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen.  Prostitution  in 
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this  city  is  wide  open.  A few  men  are 
interested  in  attempting  to  help  clean 
np.  Your  co-operation  is  greatly  appre- 
ciated.” 

We  have  had  inquiries  and  have  furnished  our 
literature  to  twelve  universities  and  colleges, 
thirty  libraries  and  twenty-four  Y.  M.  C.  A.’s. 
We  have  given  specific  information  and  advice 
regarding  organization  and  methods  in  many 
instances. 

The  most  striking  illustration  may  be  recorded 
concerning  our  relations  with  the  Committee  of 
Sixteen  in  Montreal,  Canada.  This  committee 
was  formed  almost  identical  with  the  Committee 
of  Fifteen.  They  followed  our  charter  and  by- 
laws when  the  organization  was  formed.  They 
took  up  the  matter  of  the  Injunction  Law,  and 
sought  our  assistance  in  the  advocacy  of  such  a 
law  for  the  Province  of  Quebec.  I told  them 
what  we  had  done  and  how  we  had  accomplished 
our  purpose,  and  they  sought  our  advice  on  many 
points.  We  gave  them  such  assistance  as  we 
could,  which  they  seemed  to  appreciate.  A let- 
ter from  their  secretary,  Mr.  Owen  Dawson, 
says : 

“I  have  your  letter  of  October  30  and 
wish  to  thank  you  for  your  courtesy  in 
replying  so  fully  to  the  points  raised  in 
Mr.  Chipman’s  letter.  Will  you  please 
convey  our  thanks  to  your  attorneys. 

I am  forwarding  copy  of  Mr.  Godman’s 
letter  to  Mr.  Chipman,  Mr.  Gordon,  our 
city  attorney,  and  Mr.  Falconer.  I feel 
sure  this  information  will  be  of  much 
benefit.  Thanking  you  for  your  assist- 
ance, I am.” 

Tax  Exemption. 

The  following  letter  from  our  attorneys  ex- 
plains itself : 

“We  beg  to  advise  you  that  we  have 
been  successful  in  securing  a reversal  of 
the  ruling  of  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
ternal Revenue,  made  in  September  last, 
that  contributions  to  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen  were  not  deductible  from  in- 
comes of  individuals  in  computing  their 
income  tax. 

“The  matter  was  presented  upon  writ- 
ten briefs  and  oral  argument  before  the 
Commissioner  at  Washington,  and  we 
have  received  official  notice  of  the  re- 
versal of  the  Commissioner’s  former  de- 
cision in  the  following  letter: 
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“ ‘Reference  is  made  to  your  letter  of 
February  13,  1920,  concerning  the  tax- 
able status  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen. 

It  is  held  that  the  corporation  known  as 
the  Committee  of  Fifteen  is  exempt 
from  income  tax  under  Subdivision  6 of 
Section  231  of  the  Revenue  Act  of  1918, 
and  contributions  made  to  it  by  individ- 
uals are  deductible  from  gross  income 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Subdivision  11  of  Section  214  (a)  the 
same  Act.’  ” 

“Yours  truly, 

“(Signed)  Sims,  Welsh  & Godman.” 
Conclusion. 

In  the  foregoing  you  have  an  unvarnished 
account  of  the  war  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  is 
waging  for  the  betterment  of  the  world,  the  coun- 
try, the  city,  society  and  the  home.  Is  it  not  well 
worth  while? 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  Thrasher, 
Superintendent. 
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CHICAGO  WITHOUT  THE  COMMITTEE. 

By  Rush  C.  Butler. 


Vice  conditions  in  the  City  of  Chicago  in  1908, 
the  year  in  which  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  was 
organized,  will  be  revived  unless  the  activities  of 
the  Committee  of  Fifteen  receive  such  moral  and 
financial  support  from  the  citizens  of  Chicago  as 
will  enable  it  to  continue  its  activities. 

Segregation  Highest  Form  of  Regulation 

Unless  segregation  can  be  justified  regulation 
fails,  for  segregation  is  said  by  those  who  favor 
it  to  be  the  highest  form  of  regulation. 

Evils  of  Segregation 

If  prostitution  may  be  openly  and  notoriously 
practiced  in  violation  of  both  moral  and  statutory 
law,  why  is  it  not  logical  to  propose  that  murder, 
if  it  be  committed  on  Michigan  Avenue,  go  un- 
punished? 

If  vice  is  scattered  because  segregation  is  done 
away  with,  its  newly  found  neighbors  are  cer- 
tainly not  without  either  the  means  or  the  ability 
to  drive  it  out.  But  if  it  is  true  that  the  elimina- 
tion of  segregation  scatters  vice,  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen  would  not  change  its  policy  under  any 
circumstances,  for  it  cannot  and  will  not  com- 
promise with  immorality. 

Segregation  does  not  segregate. 

Segregation  creates  nests  of  crime  usually  in 
the  midst  of  a class  of  people  who,  by  force  of 
conditions,  are  perhaps  most  susceptible  to  the 
influences  of  such  surroundings. 

Segregation  necessarily  means  the  commercial- 
ization of  vice.  Its  immediate  beneficiaries  are 
the  property  owners  who  receive  unusually  high 
returns  for  the  unlawful  use  of  their  premises, 
the  proprietors  of  the  houses,  usually  men  hiding 
behind  the  skirts  of  women,  the  inmates  them- 
selves and  the  panders  or  procurers — the  white- 
slavers  who  deal  in  the  bodies  of  women.  The 
prostitute,  who  is  the  foundation  of  the  entire 
system,  is  the  one  who  receives  the  smallest  finan- 
cial returns  from  the  sale  of  her  virtue. 
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Segregation  creates  disrespect  for  both  statu- 
tory and  moral  law. 

Segregation  is  disease  spreading. 

Segregation  makes  the  business  of  the  pander 
possible.  The  experience  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen  shows  that  with  the  elimination  of  red 
light  districts,  the  white  slaver  is  put  out  of 
business. 

Segregation  means  graft  and  corruption  among 
public  officials. 

Segregation  invites  indulgence.  The  protected 
house  is  a standing  invitation  to  men  to  yield  in 
moments  of  weakness. 

Segregation  invites  girls  and  women  to  become 
prostitutes,  means  protection  from  arrest,  gaudy 
clothes,  and  a supposedly  enjoyable  life. 

Debauch,  visiting  places  of  bad  repute,  lavish 
expenditure  of  borrowed  or  misappropriated 
money  are  natural  consequences  of  protected 
prostitution. 

Segregation  means  conflict  between  sanitary 
and  moral  ends.  The  more  sanitary — the  more 
free  from  disease  a segregated  district  may  be — 
the  greater  the  conflict  between  sanitation  and 
morality.  It  is  one  of  the  great  things  of  life 
that  the  moral  law  appears  in  dififerent  forms  to 
check  up  men  and  women  of  flesh  and  make  them 
consider  the  consequences  of  evil  doing.  If  pros- 
titutes are  guaranteed  immunity  from  disease, 
there  is  that  much  less  incentive  to  return  to  a 
decent  life,  that  much  less  opportunity  for  the 
operation  of  a stricken  conscience,  that  much  less 
hope  of  their  conversion  to  a proper  method  of 
living. 

If  Chicago  desires  to  avoid  a return  to  these 
conditions,  it  can  do  so  by  supporting  the  Com- 
mittee of  Fifteen. 
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THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FIFTEEN 

By  Hon.  William  Hozuard  Taft. 

The  Christian  civilization  and  the  present  social 
order  rest  on  individual  liberty  and  the  right  of 
property.  Without  them,  the  material  progress 
and  comfort  essential  to  intellectual,  artistic  and 
spiritual  development  of  all  the  people  would  not 
be  possible.  Under  our  present  social  order,  the 
prospect  of  gain  is  the  motive  for  industry,  thrift, 
invention  and  organization.  This  is  the  capital- 
istic system.  To  prevent  its  sinking  into  sordid 
selfishness  and  to  secure  real  and  abiding  happi- 
ness, the  beneficiaries  of  the  system  have  the  re- 
sponsibility of  using  their  accumulations  and 
their  opportunities  to  aid  their  fellowmen.  The 
poverty  stricken,  the  unfortunates,  the  derelicts 
must  be  helped  both  by  governmental  aid  and  by 
individual  organization  and  effort,  and  thus  the 
charges  of  injustice  and  cruelty  against  the 
capitalistic  system  must  be  met. 

Work  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  have  taken  up  a 
phase  of  human  weakness,  degeneracy  and  the 
spread  of  dangerous  diseases  covered  by  the 
word,  “prostitution,”  and  have  conducted  a most 
effective  campaign  against  this  commercialized 
vice.  They  have  not  made  a frontal  attack  on 
it  by  spasmodic  arrests  and  prosecutions  of  the 
thousands  of  poor  creatures  who  ply  their  de- 
moralizing trade,  but  they  have  attacked  the 
enemy  on  the  flank. 

No  such  trade  can  be  carried  on  unless  the 
owners  of  city  property  rent  or  lease  it  for  the 
purpose.  The  Committee  of  Fifteen  have  found 
out  who  the  owners  are  of  the  property  in  the 
Red  Light  districts,  and  have  prosecuted  them, 
giving  them  by  notice  an  opportunity  to  stop  this 
unlawful  use  of  their  property  before  taking  legal 
proceedings.  They  have  secured  an  admirable 
law  called  the  injunction  and  abatement  law,  by 
which,  when  they  ascertain  that  property  is  being 
thus  unlawfully  used,  they  can  file  a bill  for  an 
injunction  against  its  further  use  and  thus  abate 
a nuisance,  and  compel  the  property  to  lie  idle 
for  a year. 

The  former  Red  Light  districts  of  Chicago  have 
ceased  to  be.  1 was  permitted  to  visit  them,  and 
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with  the  agents  of  the  Committee  to  note  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  former  segregated  houses  of 
prostitution  in  two  of  the  Chicago  centers.  It  is 
said  that  the  destruction  of  the  segregated  centers 
of  prostitution  scatters  the  vice  into  the  whole- 
some residential  portions  of  Chicago.  There  is 
no  evidence  of  this ; and  even  if  some  proprietors 
of  houses  do  seek  to  establish  themselves  in  de- 
cent portions  of  the  city,  they  will  soon  be  driven 
out.  Even  if  some  continue,  their  places  are  not 
generally  known,  so  that  they  do  not  form  the 
general  temptation  to  heedless  youth,  due  to  ease 
of  access. 

Worthy  of  Support. 

The  great  evil  of  the  Red  Light  district  is  the 
advertisement  that  its  segregation  furnishes  of  its 
nefarious  wares.  The  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Fifteen  and  their  efficient  superintendent  are 
to  be  profoundly  congratulated  on  their  success, 
and  should  be  supported  by  generous  contribu- 
tions of  their  grateful  fellow  citizens.  They  are 
engaged  in  fighting  an  evil  which  is  peculiarly 
tenacious  in  a great  city  where  municipal  politics 
come  close  to  the  ground,  and  in  which  vile  cor- 
ruption and  blackmail  too  frequently  play  an  im- 
portant part.  It  needs  courage  to  fight  the 
criminal  purposes  and  facilities  of  the  under- 
world, but  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  and  its 
superintendent  have  had  that  courage  and  the 
shrewdness  and  common  sense  needed  to  win. 
They  have  not  abolished  prostitution  in  Chicago, 
but  they  have  so  minimized  commercialized  vice 
as  greatly  to  reduce  its  harmful  and  noxious  re- 
sults. They  must  keep  at  it,  however — eternal 
vigilance  is  the  price  of  its  victory.  The  forces 
of  evil  are  always  at  hand  and  are  as  constant 
as  the  force  of  gravitation. 
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The  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen  and  their  ef&cient  superintend- 
ent are  to  be  profoundly  congratulated 
on  their  success,  and  should  be  sup- 
ported by  generous  contributions  of 
their  grateful  fellow  citizens.  They 
are  engaged  in  fighting  an  evil  which 
is  peculiarly  tenacious  in  a great  city 
where  municipal  politics  comes  close 
to  the  ground,  and  in  which  vile  cor- 
ruption and  blackmail  too  frequently 
play  an  important  part.  It  needs  cour- 
age to  fight  the  criminal  purposes  and 
facilities  of  the  underworld,  but  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen  and  its  superin- 
tendent have  had  that  courage,  and  the 
shrewdness  and  common  sense  needed 
to  win. 

Hon.  William  Howard  Taft. 


The  Committee  of  Fifteen  belongs 
to  the  citizens  of  Chicago,  belongs  to 
each  one  of  you  individually.  The  men 
and  women  constituting  its  Board  of 
Directors  are  your  representatives  and 
become  the  channel  through  which  you 
work  to  prevent  the  re-establishment 
of  a red  light  district  in  our  city. 

Henry  P.  Crowell. 


Vice  conditions  in  the  City  of  Chi- 
cago in  1908,  the  year  in  which  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen  was  organized, 
will  be  revived  unless  the  activities  of 
the  Committee  of  Fifteen  receive  such 
moral  and  financial  support  from  the 
citizens  of  Chicago  as  v/ill  enable  it  to 
continue  its  activities. 

Rush  C.  Butler. 


We  have  answered  inquiries  from 
one  hundred  and  eleven  cities  in  thirty- 
six  American  states,  and  ten  other 
countries  as  follows:  England,  Can- 

ada, Alaska,  Japan,  China,  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  India,  South  America 
and  the  Philippine  Islands. 

Samuel  P.  Thrasher. 
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To  the  Committee  of  Fifteen : — 

The  year  1912  was  one  of  unusnal  activity 
and  marked  success  in  the  fight  against 
organized  vice  in  the  City  of  Chicago,  and 
in  all  of  the  important  phases  of  the  combat, 
The  Committee  of  Fifteen  played  a very  im- 
portant part. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  segre- 
gated district  on  the  South  Side,  from  18th 
Street  to  22nd  Street,  and  from  Armour 
Avenue  to  State  Street,  was  being  conducted 
in  the  most  flagrant  manner,  with  upwards 
of  seventy-five  open  houses  of  prostitution, 
containing  more  than  twelve  hundred  wo- 
men. These  houses  were  very  largely  con- 
trolled by  men,  in  violation  of  police  regu- 
lations, and  liquor  was  being  sold  in  nearly 
all  of  them  without  regard  to  the  rules  pro- 
hibiting such  sale.  A ‘^Booking  System” 
was  in  vogue,  by  means  of  which  the  police 
maintained  a superficial  control  of  the  in- 
mates, but  which,  in  reality,  amounted  to 
nothing  more  than  giving  the  sanction  of 
the  public  authorities  to  the  presence  of 
these  women  in  the  district. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  had 
always  been  confined  primarily  to  the  prose- 
cution of  the  men  and  women  who  procured 
young  girls  to  enter  an  immoral  life,  and  no 
direct  effort  had  been  made  to  prosecute  the 
keepers  of  houses  in  the  segregated  district. 
Early  in  the  month  of  June  it  became  evi- 


(lent  from  the  reports  of  our  investigators 
that  many  of  the  keepers  Avere  harboring 
girls  under  age  and  that  the  officers  AAdio 
had  charge  of  the  ‘‘Booking  System”  failed 
to  discriminate  between  hardened  prosti- 
tutes and  the  girls  under  age  who  were  being 
sold  into  the  houses. 

The  active  campaign  against  the  keepers 
began  the  first  week  in  August,  when,  within 
a period  of  a few  days,  live  girls,  all  under 
tlie  age  of  eighteen,  all  of  whom  had  homes 
in  Chicago,  and  all  of  whom  were  being 
sought  by  their  parents,  Avere  found  in  the 
houses  of  prostitution  on  the  South  Side. 
Warrants  Avere  sworn  out  for  the  arrest  of 
seven  keepers  and  all  of  them  became  fugi- 
tiA^es  from  justiee,  hut  the  houses  continued 
open  and  the  police  captain  of  the  district 
said  that  he  Avas  poAverless  to  close  them, 
and  declined  even  to  report  the  situation 
to  the  chief  or  to  the  mayor. 

On  August  23rd,  the  Committee  of  Fifteen 
wrote  to  the  mayor,  a full  explanation  of  the 
situation  and  asked  him  to  appoint  a time 
Avlien  a representative  of  the  Committee 
might  intervieAv  him,  Avith  the  idea  of  getting 
definite  action.  Without  Avaiting  for  any 
further  proof,  and  Avithout  any  personal  in- 
terAucAv,  Mayor  Harrison,  on  August  24th, 
issued  an  order  to  the  Chief  of  Police  to 
close  the  five  houses  and  revoked  the  saloon 
license  for  the  notorious  Imperial  Cafe,  at 
2133-35  Armour  Avenue. 


The  Chicago  Trihune,  in  commenting  upon 
the  action  of  tlie  mayor,  said  that  it  Avas  the 


sev'erest  blow  that  had  been  dealt  to  Ihe  red 
light  district  since  it  was  establislied.  The 
Chicago  Record-Herald  said  that  the  vice 
ring,  consisting  of  the  ^‘Big  Eight”  (naming 
them,)  had  been  shattered.  Mayor  Harri- 
son’s attitude  on  the  situation  is  evidenced 
by  his  letter  of  that  date : 

‘Xdiicago,  August  23,  1912. 
Mr.  Carl  A.  Waldron, 

1017  Ft.  Dearborn  Bldg., 

Chicago. 

Dear  Sir: 

I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  August  22nd,  reporting  cases  in- 
vestigated by  the  Committee  of  Fifteen.  I 
have  revoked  the  saloon  license  of  Harry 
J.  Cusick ; I have  not  yet  located  a license 
in  name  of  Frank  Lewis.  I have  given  in- 
structions to  the  Chief  of  Police  to  close,  and 
to  keep  closed,  until  further  notice  from  my 
office,  the  houses  at  2033  Armour  Ave.,  2014 
Armour  Ave.,  2117  Dearborn  St.,  2127  Dear- 
born St.  and  32  W.  20th  St. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  Carter  H.  Harrison,  Mayor.” 

The  following  week  the  fugitives  began 
to  return  to  the  City  and  surrendered  them- 
selves to  the  officers.  '‘Dago”  Frank  Lewis 
and  Harry  Cusick,  who  conducted  the  Im- 
perial Cafe  were  the  first  to  be  brought  into 
court,  and  while  their  preliminary  hearings 
were  still  pending,  all  of  the  evidence  in 
tlie  seven  cases  was  presented  to  the  Sep- 
tember Grand  Jury  by  witnesses  produced 
by  the  Committee  of  Fifteen. 


The  indictments  were  promptly  returned 
and  the  Grand  Jury  announced  that  it  was 
prepared  to  make  a general  investigation 
of  vice  conditions  in  Cook  County.  For 
three  days  evidence  was  presented  involving 
the  different  sections  of  the  City  of  Chicago 
and  West  Hammond. 

As  a result  of  the  revelations  thus  made, 
John  E.  W.  Waynian,  State’s  Attorney,  an- 
nounced that  he  would  exercise  the  power 
vested  in  him  by  law,  and  close  every  house 
of  prostitution  in  Cook  County  and  have 
warrants  issued  for  the  keepers,  inmates 
and  the  owners  of  the  property.  This  plan 
of  action  was  carried  out  as  to  the  red  light 
district.  Many  of  the  owners  and  proprie- 
tors were  either  fined  in  court  or  given  writ- 
ten notice  that  such  violation  of  the  Statutes 
would  no  longer  be  tolerated. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Wayman  began  his  cru- 
sade, Mayor  Harrison  appointed  a committee 
of  nine  aldermen  to  investigate  vice  condi- 
tions and  report  to  the  Council  the  advis- 
ability of  carrying  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  Vice  Commission  appointed  by  Mayor 
Busse.  That  commission  had  announced 
that  it  was  unalterably  opposed  to  segrega- 
tion, and  that  constant  repression  should  be 
the  immediate  object,  and  complete  suppres- 
sion of  commercialized  vice  should  be  the 
ultimate  aim. 

The  aldermanic  committee  held  five  meet- 
ings, all  of  which  were  largely  attended, 
and  at  all  of  which  the  issues  involved  were 
discussed.  Men  and  women  recognized  as 


social  workers  were  of  one  opinion,  namely, 
in  perfect  harmony  with  the  report  of  the 
Vice  Commission.  Opposed  to  these  forces, 
arguments  and  some  evidence  were  pre- 
sented to  the  effect  that  business  interests 
demanded  the  re-establishment  of  the  red 
light  district.  Some  physicians  were  brought 
in  to  testify  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  growth 
and  spread  of  venereal  diseases  would  be 
reduced  to  a minimum  by  having  a district 
in  which  the  vieious  element  of  the  City 
was  segregated. 

Letters  from  the  Chiefs  ‘of  Police  of  some 
twenty  cities  were  produced,  in  which  they 
expressed  the  opinion  that  a policy  of  segre- 
gation was  the  most  effieient  way  of  handling 
the  vice  conditions.  A printed  report  of 
some  twenty  pages,  entitled,  “Segregation 
versus  Scatteration,  ” was  submitted  to  the 
aldermanic  committee  as  a set  of  counter 
reeommendations  to  the  report  of  the  Vice 
Commission. 

The  aldermanic  committee  was  therefore 
confronted  with  the  proposition  of  aecepting 
either  the  recommendations  of  the  Vice  Com- 
mission or  the  suggestions  of  these  other  in- 
terested parties  who  would  not  reveal  what 
their  real  connection  was  with  the  vice  in- 
terests. 

After  several  months  of  deliberation  and 
careful  consideration  of  the  arguments  and 
evidence  presented  to  them,  the  committee 
of  aldermen,  on  May  5th,  1913,  reported  to 
the  Council  that  their  investigation  had  led 
them  to  substantially  the  same  conclusions 


as  recommended  by  tlie  Vice  Commission, 
and  the  policy  of  the  administration  should 
be  one  of  constant  repression,  with  absolute 
suppression  as  the  ultimate  aim.  Members 
of  the  aldermauic  committee  admitted  that 
in  the  beginning  of  their  investigation,  a 
majority  of  them  were  in  favor  of  a policy  of 
segregation.  The  fact  that  they  finally 
brought  in  a nnanimons  report  against  a 
policy  of  segregation  is  the  strongest  com- 
mentary upon  the  force  of  the  arguments 
wliich  were  presented  to  them.  This  synop- 
sis is  only  an  outline  of  the  events  which 
have  been  influencing  public  opinion  during 
the  last  year,  and  the  scope  of  this  report 
permits  only  the  briefest  mention  of  some 
of  the  permanent  reforms  which  have  re- 
sulted from  this  unusual  activity. 

Chief  among  these  is  the  establishment  of 
a branch  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Chicago, 
to  be  known  as  the  Morals  Court,  in  which 
all  cases  involving  commercialized  vice,  and 
related  crimes  are  to  be  tried,  and  where 
the  victims  of  vicious  conditions  are  to  be 
studied  and  dealt  with  by  experts  whose 
aim  is  to  discover  the  causes  and  recommend 
the  cure  in  addition  to  punishing  persons 
who  are  found  guilty  of  crime. 

The  police  force  has  been  re-organized 
with  a civilian  as  the  second  deputy,  who 
has  charge  of  that  division  of  the  police 
force  specially  detailed  to  the  investigation 
of  vice  conditions  throughout  the  City.  This 
re-organization  of  the  police  force  arose  out 
of  the  investigation  made  by  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice Bureau,  and  promises  to  be  a permanent 


reform  for  the  more  vigilant  and  efficient  en- 
forcement of  the  City  Ordinances. 

In  keeping  with  this  spirit  of  progress  and 
in  order  to  cope  more  efficiently  with  the  vice 
conditions  as  they  still  exist,  the  Committee 
of  Fifteen,  at  a special  meeting,  on  the  11th 
of  March,  determined  to  increase  its  mem- 
bership to  fifty,  and  raise  a budget  which 
would  enable  them  to  secure  the  services  of 
able  counsel  and  an  experienced  man  to 
take  charge  of  the  investigation,  and  outline 
the  general  policy  of  the  committee. 

To  outline  the  work  and  to  superintend 
the  activities  of  the  investigators,  the  Com- 
mittee considers  itself  to  be  extremely  for- 
tunate in  securing  the  services  of  Samuel 
P.  Thrasher  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  who, 
for  eleven  years,  was  Secretary  and  General 
Manager  of  the  Law  and  Order  League  of 
Connecticut,  and  who  is  the  author  of  the 
State  Police  Law  of  that  State,  which,  for 
the  past  eight  years,  has  been  in  successful 
operation  there.  He  will  have  charge  of 
its  forces,  and  communications  concerning 
conditions  should  be  sent  to  him,  at  Room 
No.  807  Otis  Building,  where  office  accommo- 
dations have  been  secured. 

The  Committee  fully  appreciates  the  value 
of  the  assistance  and  co-operation  rendered 
during  the  past  by  the  following  organiza- 
tions : 

Juvenile  Protective  Association 
Bureau  of  Personal  Service 
TTiited  Charities 


Chicago  Law  and  Order  League 
Y.  W.  C.  A. 

Catholic  Women’s  League  ^ 
Travelers  Aid 

American  Vigilance  Association 
Northwestern  University  Settlement 
Chicago  Commons 
Hull  House 

State  Employment  Bureau 
B’nai  B’rith 

Officers  Bowler,  Kinder  and  Bell,  specially 
detailed  by  the  Chief  of  Police  to  the  office 
of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen,  have  done  excel- 
lent work  in  their  personal  efforts  to  investi- 
gate cases  and  procure  witnesses  in  the  cases 
that  have  come  under  their  immediate  super- 
vision and  have  rendered  valuable  service 
in  securing  for  the  committee  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Captains  and -other  officers  in  the 
different  precincts  of  the  City  where  vice 
conditions  have  to  be  dealt  with.  The  com- 
mittee is  fully  conscious  of  the  attitude  of 
the  police  officials  toward  the  panderers  and 
traffickers  in  women,  and  it  believes  from  its 
past  experience  with  police  officials  that 
there  is  an  honest  effort  being  made  by  them 
to  rid  the  City  of  this  class  of  criminals. 
It  is  the  hope  of  this  committee  that  closer 
relations  of  confidence  and  service  may  be 
established  between  its  office  and  the  police 
department,  with  the  end  in  view  of  render- 
ing more  efficient  service  to  the  public. 

The  Committee  believes  that  the  outlook 
for  future  service  was  never  brighter.  A 
powerful  public  sentiment  has  been  aroused. 


not  only  here,  but  throughout  the  nation. 
Public  officials  have  been  compelled  to  en- 
force laws,  which,  for  years,  were  dead 
letters  upon  the  Statute  books.  Investiga- 
tions are  being  conducted  by  official  bodies 
to  discover  the  underlying  causes  of  vice  and 
their  recommendations  are  sure  to  be  crys- 
tallized into  permanent  reforms.  Much  re- 
mains, however,  to  be  accomplished,  and  the 
committee  hopes  to  be  the  efficient  medium 
through  which  the  general  public  may  have 
an  active  and  effective  part  in  accomplish- 
ing its  ultimate  aim,  namely,  the  stamping 
out  of  commercialized  vice. 


(Signed)  Carl  A.  Waldron. 
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To  the  Citizens  of  Chicago: 

At  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  its  enlarged 
work,  The  Committee  of  Fifteen  is  glad  to 
give  an  account  of  its  stewardship  to  the  many 
friends  and  contributors,  who  have  supported 
the  organization,  during  the  year  ending  May 
1,  1914. 

Previous  to  the  appointment  of  the  Chicago 
Yke  Commission,  a small  group  of  private 
citizens  were  quietly  devoting  resources  and 
energy  to  the  war  on  commercialized  vice. 

•Utilizing  the  conscience  stirred  by  the  Com- 
mission’s report,  they  organized,  and  incor- 
porated in  1911,  The  Committee  of  Fifteen. 
Under  its  present  charter,  the  purpose  of  the 
organization  is : “To  aid  the  public  authori- 

ties in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  against 
pandering  and  to  take  measures  calculated  to 
prevent  traffic  in  women.”  In  the  Spring  of 
1913,  the  corporation  enlarged  its  board  of 
directors  to  include  fifty  men  and  women  who 
are  specially  interested  in  the  boys  and  girls 
of  our  city.  At  that  time  also,  its  work  was 
placed  upon  a new  and  more  extensive  basis 
by  the  appointment  of  an  experienced  Superin- 
tendent. 

The  inclosed  statement  is  largely  made  up 
from  the  annual  report  submitted  by  our  Su- 
perintendent, Mr.  Samuel  P.  Thrasher. 

We  trust  that  a perusal  of  this  record  will 
assure  the  continued  support  of  all  who  have 
been  our  friends  hitherto,  and  in  addition  will 
o widen  the  circle  and  win  the  confidence  of  all 
public  spirited  citizens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  P.  Crowell, 

Vice-President. 


Mr.  President  and  Directors: 

In  submitting  my  first  annual  report  I wish 
to  call  attention  to  two  significant  facts.  First, 
The  Committee  of  Fifteen  has  dealt  such  a 
crippling  blow  to  prostitution  as  a business  en- 
terprise that  the  vice  interests  have  come  to 
fear  the  Committee  more  than  they  do  any 
other  force  in  Chicago.  Second,  The  public 
conscience  has  been  aroused.  In  the  report 
of  the  Vice  Commission  I find  these  words: 
“We  believe  Chicago  has  a public  conscience 
which,  when  aroused,  cannot  be  easily  stilled.” 
It  is  evident  that  that  conscience  has  been 
stirred  as  never  before. 

These  two  facts  have  made  it  possible  to 
accomplish  results  during  the  last  year  which 
are  little  less  than  epoch  making.  The  Com- 
mittee has  directed  its  efforts  chiefly  to  the 
work  of  destroying  market  places  for  traffic 
in  women.  We  have  a list  of  five  hundred 
eighteen  (518)  places  where  immorality  was 
carried  on  more  or  less  openly  one  year  ago, 
or  since,  which  are  now  closed  or  against  which 
we  can  obtain  no  evidence.  This  list  includes 
seventy-three  (73)  disorderly  saloons  and  four 
hundred  forty-five  (445)  houses  of  ill-fame 
or  assignation. 

In  addition  to  the  places  which  can  be 
checked  off,  we  have  much  evidence  to  prove 
that  many  owners  have  directly,  or  through 
the  police,  ejected  many  tenants.  No  reliable 
statistics  are  obtainable  on  this  point,  but  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  hundreds  of  occu- 
])ants  of  immoral  houses  have  been  dislodged 
by  owners  or  agents,  without  our  knowledge. 

The  chief  weapon  used  in  this  warfare  has 
l)een  publicity.  The  publishing  of  the  names 
of  the  owners  of  real  estate,  in  connection 
with  the  keepers  of  immoral  resorts  has  had 
a four-fold  effect:  it  has  directly  caused  the 
dislodgment  of  hundreds  of  keepers ; it  has 
made  it  much  harder  for  keepers  of  immoral 
resorts  to  find  safe  abiding  places ; it  has  stim- 


iilated  the  administration  and  the  Police  De- 
partment to  greater  activity,  and  has  thrown 
the  vice  interests  of  Chicago  into  a panic. 

I am  well  aware  of  the  statements  which 
are  industriously  circulated  to  the  effect  that 
the  breaking  up  of  the  vice  district  has  driven 
prostitutes  into  respectable  neighborhoods.  I 
meet  that  utterance  by  saying  that  it  is  not 
true  to  any  such  extent  as  is  generally  believed. 
That  many  professional  prostitutes  have  taken 
up  their  abode  in  residential  districts,  is  true, 
but  it  is  also  true  that  the  district  which  they 
left  is  largely  residential,  and  the  pity  of  it  is 
that  residents  of  that  district  are  poor  and  un- 
able to  protect  themselves  against  an  en- 
trenched system  of  vice  which  has  been  more 
or  less  officially  established  and  maintained. 

The  more  “well-to-do”  and  “respectable”  a 
neighborhood  is,  the  better  equipped  it  is  to 
prevent  inroads  of  vice. 

It  must  be  apparent  that  no  such  villainous 
system  of  prostitution  can  be  practiced  in  any 
residential  district  as  was  in  vogue  in  the  red 
light  district,  where  from  ten  to  one  hun- 
dred women  were  plying  their  horrible  trade 
under  one  roof. 

The  volume  of  the  business  has  been  re- 
duced materially,  even  if  every  prostitute  has 
moved  from  the  red  light  district  to  some  other 
part  of  the  city,  which  is  far  from  the  truth. 
A year  ago  our  investigators  could  gain  easy 
access  to  from  twenty  to  thirty  places  in  a 
single  night;  now  it  is  extremely  difficult  for 
them  to  gain  admittance  to  any  place  without 
strategy  of  some  sort.  Recently  two  compe- 
tent investigators  visited  thirty  suspected 
places  in  one  night  without  being  able  to  gain 
admittance  to  a single  one. 

Our  records  show  that  ninety- four  (94) 
])ersons  have  been  arrested  for  pandering  and 
related  crimes.  Forty-nine  persons  have  been 
convicted  and  punished,  by  fine  or  by  both  fine 


and  imprisonment.  The  total  amount  of  fines 
and  costs  imposed  upon  thirty-eight  (38)  per- 
sons has  been  $11,182.00.  The  total  term  of 
imprisonment  of  twenty-nine  (29)  persons  has 
been  twenty-three  (23)  years.  Two  thousand 
($2,000.00)  dollars  in  bonds  have  been  for- 
feited, making  a total  of  $13,182.00,  which 
have  been  imposed  as  money  penalties.  Thirty- 
two  girls  have  been  restored  to  their  parents 
or  sent  to  correctional  institutions. 

VICE  DISTRICT 

It  is  admitted  by  all  who  are  in  a position 
to  know  the  facts  that  the  old  vice  district  on 
the  south  side  is  practically  closed.  It  would 
be  absurd  to  say  that  vice  has  been  obliterated, 
but  some  of  the  most  notorious  resorts  are  in- 
cluded in  the  more  than  450  houses  of  ill- 
fame,  assignation  and  disorderly  saloons  which 
have  been  put  out  of  business. 

The  plan  to  make  the  attack  upon  that  dis- 
trict and  keep  at  it  until  we  had  made  an  im- 
pression was  made  with  deliberation,  believ- 
ing that  if  we  could  successfully  dislodge  the 
keepers  of  the  most  vicious  resorts  in  the  city, 
we  could  pursue  our  work  with  greater  hope 
of  ultimate  success. 

In  those  four  hundred  (400)  houses  of  ill- 
fame  there  were,  according  to  conservative  es- 
timates, 2,000  professional  prostitutes.  That 
would  make  an  average  of  five  per  house. 
We  know  of  houses  which  contained  forty 
or  fifty,  and  we  know  of  none  that  did  not 
have  two,  hence  we  believe  we  are  well 
within  bounds  when  we  say  there  were  two 
thousand  (2,000)  prostitutes  plying  their  trade 
in  these  houses.  A conservative  estimate  as  to 
the  gross  income  would  be  $10  per  day  per 
woman,  which  would  mean  $20,000  daily, 
or  the  snug  sum  of  $7,300,000  in  a single  year. 
I have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  at  least 
80%  of  this  amount  was  paid  to  about  1,500 


keepers,  runners,  pimps  and  panders,  the  male 
exploiters  of  these  women.  No  wonder  that 
the  vice  interests  are  in  a panic.  Several  mil- 
lions of  dollars  have  been  taken  away  from 
them,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  this  Com- 
mittee. 

It  would  be  idle  to  say  that  the  Committee 
has  directly  closed  all  these  places.  To  Chief 
Gleason,  Second  Deputy  Funkhouser,  Morals 
Inspector  Dannenberg,  and  Lieut.  Grady  can 
be  given  much  credit  for  the  direct  attack  upon 
these  immoral  institutions.  How  much  would 
have  been  done  but  for  the  activities  of  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen,  is  of  course  unknown. 

One  of  the  most  persistent  rumors  set  afloat 
by  the  vice  interests  is  that  the  assaults  upon 
decent  women  have  increased  largely  since  the 
attack  was  made  upon  the  red  light  district. 
The  facts  are  interesting.  The  attack  was 
made  by  States  Attorney  Wayman,  in  the  late 
Fall  of  1912.  The  official  reports  show  that 
during  the  year  of  1912,  there  were  347  cases 
of  rape  or  assault  with  intent  to  rape,  and  the 
year  following,  1913,  there  were  303,  a de- 
crease of  nearly  13%,  while  there  was  an  in- 
crease in  population  of  70,000.  Reports  for 
longer  periods  also  show  a decrease. 

It  is  variously  estimated  that  from  one  to 
three  thousand  professional  prostitutes  have 
left  the  city  during  the  last  year.  I think  one 
thousand  is  a very  conservative  estimate  and 
that  three  thousand  is  too  high. 

One  reliable  police  official  informs  me,  that, 
in  his  judgment,  sixty  per  cent  of  the  pro- 
fessional prostitutes  throughout  the  entire  city 
have  gone  out  of  business.  I think  this  esti- 
mate is  too  high,  but  that  tremendous  inroads 
have  been  made  in  the  vice  situation  in  Chi- 
cago, no  sane  person  can  deny. 

Yet  we  must  not  deceive  ourselves.  The 
vice  king  is  not  dethroned.  His  territory  has 
been  invaded,  and  he  has  been  tremendously 


hampered,  but  he  is  yet  a formidable  adversary 
in  Chicago,  and  it  is  only  by  pushing  the  war- 
fare with  relentless  determination  "that  the 
battle  for  decency  may  be  won. 

If  this  work  is  pursued  with  persistent  de- 
termination .and  common  sense  along  its  ap- 
propriate strategic  lines,  we  may  hold  what  we 
have  gained  and  make  still  further  inroads 
into  the  vice  situation.  There  is  much  to  be 
done. 

The  Legislative  Committee  has  an  important 
task  before  it  in  preparing  special  amendments 
to  the  laws  and  recommending  new  legislation 
which  may  enable  the  Committee  to  continue 
its  work  with  hope  of  ultimate  success. 

It  is  my  pleasurable  duty  to  refer  to  the 
commendable  spirit  of  co-operation  which  has 
been  shown  by  the  social  service  organizations 
of  Chicago,  and  I make  special  mention  of  the 
Juvenile  Protective  Association,  the  Coulter 
J louse,  the  Chicago  Law  and  Order  League, 
the  Hyde  Park  Protective  Association  and  the 
United  Charities. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  Thrasher, 
Superintendent. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  additional 
efforts  were  made  along  other  lines.  These 
are  briefly  summarized  in  extracts  from  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  George  J.  Anderson,  Secretary  in 
charge  of  the  organization  work : 

Mr.  President  and  Directors: 

To  accomplish  all  its  work.  The  Committee 
of  Fifteen  recognizes  the  necessity  of  an 
aroused  and  active  public  opinion.  That  an 
atmosphere  of  unrelenting  hostility  to  this 
sinister  social  evil  may  be  created,  the  Com- 
mittee recently  began  the  organization  of  some 
local  councils. 

There  are  now  twelve  of  these  bodies  fully 
organized,  and  two  others  later  to  complete 


their  organization  with  a total  membership 
of  1,100.  They  are  distributed  as  follows: 
seven  on  the  South  Side,  four  on  the  West 
Side,  and  three  on  the  North  Side.  They 
vary  in  enrollment  from  50  members  to  125. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  summary  of  the 
membership  must  be  rendered  while  a num- 
ber of  the  newer  councils  are  in  the  midst  of 
membership  campaigns.  On  the  basis  of  the 
estimates  furnished  me  by  their  officers,  the 
enrollment  will  be  more  than  doubled  in  some 
of  the  councils. 

That  they  are  appealing  to  their  respective 
constituencies  we  have  reason  to  know  from 
their  early  steps ; the  plans  for  outreaching 
after  new  members,  for  public  meetings,  for 
educational  campaigns,  for  co-operating  with 
the  police,  for  aiding  unfortunate  girls,  and 
the  rest.  We  may  be  even  more  assured  of 
their  appeal  by  the  calibre  of  the  citizens  who 
have  consented  to  serve  on  their  directorates, 
representing,  as  they  do,  the  best  in  the  local 
business,  professional  and  social  life.  In  each 
community  we  have  sought  to  enlist  the  lead- 
ers and  we  have  succeeded  beyond  expecta- 
tion. In  this  task,  of  course,  the  substantial 
representation  of  the  parent  body  has  been 
our  strongest  ally. 

Each  council  is  governed  by  a board  of  nine 
directors.  A reading  of  their  names  reveals 
university  professors,  clergy,  rabbis,  the  dean 
of  a great  technical  school,  the  Superintendent 
of  a leading  hospital,  physicians,  lawyers, 
leaders  of  Women’s  Clubs  and  Suffrage 
leagues,  heads  of  big  business  concerns, — a 
list  of  people  convincing  in  its  weight  of  posi- 
tion, brain  and  moral  strength. 

George  J-  Anderson. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  FATHERS  AND 
MOTHERS  OF  CHICAGO. 

The  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  professional 
prostitutes  in  Chicago  came  from  so  many  homes 
somewhere  in  this  wide  world.  How  many 
thousands  of  fathers  and  mothers  are  now  pray- 
ing and  hoping  that  their  daughters  who  went 
out  of  their  lives,  perhaps  years  ago,  perhaps  only 
months  ago,  perhaps  only  a few  days  ago,  may 
yet  return,  God  only  knows. 

It  is  conservatively  estimated  that  five  thous- 
and recruits  from  among  the  daughters  of  fathers 
and  mothers  must  be  drawn  into  this  net  every 
year.  Shall  your  daughter  be  among  them?  It 
takes  many  thousands  of  young  men  and  boys, 
to  make  this  horrible  business  in  Chicago  profit- 
able. Are  your  sons  among  them?  Thousands  of 
homes  in  Chicago  are  overshadowed  by  this  pesti- 
lential cloud  called  vice.  Is  your  home  in  the 
shadow? 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  was  chiefly  respons- 
ible during  the  last  year  for  closing  the  doors  of 
more  than  four  hundred  resorts  where  the  bodies 
and  souls  of  women  were  sold  for  money  and 
where  thousands  of  boys  were  started  on  the  road 
to  ruin.  Cannot  you  lend  a hand  to  deal  a more 
crippling  blow  to  the  thousands  of  infamous  dens 
that  still  remain? 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  was  also  instru- 
mental in  restoring  thirty-two  girls  to  their  par- 
ents or  in  having  committed  to  correctional 
institutions.  If  any  of  them  had  been  your  girls, 
would  you  have  appreciated  it  to  the  extent  of 
furnishing  means  to  pursue  the  fight?  There  is 
no  middle  ground.  Indifference  and  apathy  pre- 
sent the  chief  obstacles  to  a successful  war  against 
vice. 

The  burden  of  expense  last  year  was  borne  by 
a few  hundred  men  and  women.  We  should  have 
several  thousand  fathers  and  mothers  enlisted  in 
this  warfare.  Will  you  not  be  among  them,  for 
the  sake  of  your  sons,  your  daughters,  your 
homes  and  your  city?  We  want  you  more  than 
we  want  your  money.  We  shall  have  you  if  we 
have  your  money.  Will  you  not  give  from  one 
dollar  to  a hundred  to  aid  in  this  fight  for  you 
and  yours? 

All  checks  should  be  made  payable  to  David 
R.  Forgan,  Treasurer,  and  you  may  send  your 
gift  to  any  member  of  the  Committee  or  to  the 
Central  office,  and  it  will  receive  prompt  ac- 
knowledgment. 

Address  all  communications  concerning  this 
v/ork  to  Mr.  Samuel  P.  Thrasher,  Superintendent, 
807  Otis  Building,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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To  the  Directors,  Members  and  Friends  of  ihe 

Committee  of  Fifteen: 

The  achievements  of  our  organization  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  and  its  aims  for  the  future, 
will  be  detailed  by  our  Superintendent  in  this 
published  report,  but  a brief  foreword  from 
your  President  may  be  fitting. 

The  conscience  of  Chicago  was  awakened  by 
work  done  under  the  direction  of  a small 
group  of  private  citizens.  It  was  startled  into 
energetic  action  by  the  report  of  the  Vice  Com- 
mission— a report  of  marvelous  insight  and 
revelation.  At  once  the  small  group  of  citi- 
zens took  advantage  of  the  more  alert  public 
conscience  and  organized  and  incorporated  in 
1911  the  Committee  of  Fifteen,  whose  purpose 
is,  “To  aid  the  public  authorities  in  the  en- 
forcement of  laws  against  pandering  and  to 
take  measures  calculated  to  prevent  traffic  in 
women.” 

Larger  interest  demanded  a larger  Board, 
and  in  1913  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  in- 
creased its  Directorate  to  fifty,  though  still  re- 
taining its  corporate  name.  Numbered  among 
its  members  are  some  of  the  most  able  and 
energetic  citizens  of  Chicago.  The  Committee, 
therefore,  is  not  of  mushroom  growth,  being 
rather  a product  of  evolution,  and  is  based 
upon  principle  and  conscience. 

The  generous  support  granted  heretofore  by 
many  citizens  of  Chicago  is  again  bespoken 
as  the  warfare  against  commercialized  vice 
moves  onward  toward  its  goal,  ULTIMATE 
SUPPRESSION. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  P.  Crowell, 
President. 


Mr.  President,  Directors,  and  Members  of  the 

Committee  of  Fifteen: 

In  beginning  my  report  of  last  year,  I said, 
“The  Committee  of  Fifteen  has  dealt  such  a 
crippling  blow  to  prostitution  as  a business 
enterprise  that  the  vice  interests  have  come  to 
fear  the  Committee  more  than  they  do  any 
other  force  in  Chicago.”  That  was  true  then ; 
it  is  true  now.  However,  within  the  last  few 
days  there  have  been  signs  that  the  new  Chief 
of  Police  is  throwing  consternation  into  the 
camp  of  the  enemy. 

Our  efforts  have  been  mainly  directed 
toward  the  work  of  destroying  market  places 
for  traffic  in  women.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
there  is  no  way  of  obtaining  the  exact  facts 
respecting  the  number  of  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion which  have  been  closed  through  the  direct 
and  indirect  efforts  of  this  Committee. 

PUBLICITY. 

Our  method  of  publishing  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  record  of  property  used  for  im- 
' moral  purposes  has  had  tremendous  effect. 
Many  hundreds  of  houses  in  this  great  city 
have  been  purged  of  immoral  women  by  own- 
ers or  agents  who  had  been  indifferent  re- 
garding the  use  of  their  property  or  who  had 
been  content  to  receive  revenue  from  such  a 
source  as  long  as  there  was  no  danger  of  hav- 
ing their  names  publicly  linked  with  the  keep- 
ers of  these  resorts. 

I have  reported  to  our  Committee  two 
hundred  one  places  where  immorality  was 
practiced  and  allowed,  and  we  have  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  one  hundred  nine 
places  in  connection  with  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  the  property  involved. 

OLD  RED  LIGHT  DISTRICT  GONE. 

As  is  known  to  our  Directors,  two  years  ago 
we  deliberately  directed  all  the  forces  at  our 
command  against  the  worst  plague-spot  inf'  the 
city,  the  red  light  district  on  the  South  Side, 


believing  that  if  we  could  dislodge  the  keepers 
of  the  most  notorious  resorts  in  Chicago  we 
might  have  a fair  chance  of  keeping  them  on 
the  move  until  they  would  finally  give  up  in 
despair. 

Last  year  we  reported  five  hundred  eighteen 
places  from  which  immoral  women  had  been 
dislodged.  These  places  were  formerly  used 
more  or  less  openly  for  immoral  purposes. 
During  the  year  just  closed  there  has  been 
such  a tremendous  overthrow  of  resorts  of 
that  kind  that  I have  thought  it  best  not  to 
take  the  time  of  our  small  force  to  check  off 
all  the  places  now  standing  idle  or  occupied  for 
some  other  purpose.  I did,  however,  direct 
our  agents  to  make  a thorough  canvass  of  one 
section  of  the  city  east  of  Clark  Street  and 
between  ^Sixteenth  and  Twenty-sixth  Streets, 
on  the  west  side  of  which  was  the  old  segre- 
gated or  red  light  district,  in  order  to  ascertain 
how  many  vacant  tenements  or  apartments 
could  be  found.  Their  report  showed  eleven 
hundred  seventy-eight  vacant  places  within 
that  small  area  which  were  for  the  most  part 
used  for  immoral  purposes  prior  to  the  begin- 
ning of  our  campaign  in  May,  1913.  This,  in 
my  judgment,  is  a very  conservative  statement, 
as  I know  of  one  big  building  where  there  are 
thirty-two  vacant  tenements  and  our  agents  re- 
“ ported  only  four.  Of  course,  they  reported 
only  those  where  outward  signs  showed  va- 
cant apartments,  whereas  vacancies  among  the 
inside  apartments  were  not  ascertained. 

CO-OPERATION  OF  OWNERS  AND 
AGENTS. 

One  of  the  most  satisfactory  results  has 
been  the  winning  over  of  many  real  estate 
owners  and  agents  to  a position  of  active  co- 
operation in  our  work  of  eliminating  vicious 
resorts.  Real  estate  men  are  acknowledging 
that  it  is  neither  good  morals  nor  good  busi- 
ness to  permit  property  under  their  control  to 
be  used  for  immoral  purposes,  and  we  are 
glad  to  count  among  our  most  helpful  sup- 


porters  some  influential  corporations  and  indi- 
viduals who  are  large  handlers  of  real  estate. 
It  was  with  a great  deal  of  satisfaction  that  we 
secured  from  the  Cook  County  Real  Estate 
Board,  the  Chicago  Real  Estate  Board,  and  the 
Apartment  Buildings  Association,  individually 
and  collectively,  an  endorsement  of  the  In- 
junction and  Abatement  Bill,  which  is  still 
pending  before  the  Legislature  and  will  in  my 
judgment  become  law. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Real 
Estate  Board  there  was  recommended  for 
adoption  a “Code  of  Ethics.”  Paragraph  Nine 
of  that  code  reads: 

“The  agent  should  guard  the  reputation  of 
both  the  client  and  his  property  by  declining 
under  any  and  all  circumstances  to  rent  prem- 
ises for  immoral  purposes.  Should  an  owner 
wish  him  to  do  so,  it  is  his  plain  duty  to  de- 
cline, even  though  it  result  in  the  property  be- 
ing withdrawn  from  his  charge.” 

Such  a declaration  from  such  a body  is  sig- 
nificant in  view  of  the  laxity  of  owners  and 
agents  in  this  regard  previous  to  Chicago’s 
moral  awakening. 

Hardly  a week  passes  that  real  estate  men 
do  not  come  to  the  office,  or  phone  to  us,  re- 
garding their  property.  Their  inquiries  are 
usually  with  regard  to  two  things,  one  as  to 
whether  we  have  any  evidence  concerning 
property  in  which  they  are  interested,  and  the 
other  as  to  whether  we  know  anything  about 
prospective  tenants.  As  to  the  first,  of  course, 
we  cannot  give  information  except  to  those 
who  have  responded  promptly  when  listed  or 
notified  regarding  the  immoral  use  of  their 
property.  Concerning  the  latter  inquiry  as  to 
tenants,  we  have  been  able  to  report  unfavor- 
ably on  several  applicants.  The  increasing 
number  of  these  inquiries  is  gratifying. 

PANDERING  AND  RELATED  CRIMES. 

It  has  been  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  evi- 
dence against  panders.  Formerly,  these  vile 


creatures  would  so  abuse  the  women  under 
their  control  that  the  women  could  be  induced 
to  give  evidence  against  them,  but  during  our 
fiscal  year  of  1913-1914  we  made  it  cost  them 
more  than  thirteen  thousand  dollars  and  an  im- 
prisonment of  twenty-nine  persons  aggregating 
a total  of  twenty-three  years.  That  has  had 
a decidedly  deterrent  effect  and  there  have 
been  fewer  beatings  and  less  ill  usage  of  the 
girls  than  formerly;  consequently,  a smaller 
number  are  willing  to  give  evidence  against 
panders.  During  the  fiscal  year  of  1914-1915, 
our  records  show  that  eighteen  persons  have 
been  arrested  for  pandering  and  related 
crimes;  that  sixteen  persons  have  been  con- 
victed and  punished  by  fine,  or  by  both  fine  and 
imprisonment.  The  total  amount  of  fines  and 
costs  in  cases  in  which  our  Committee  has  been 
interested  has  been  four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred ten  dollars,  and  the  total  term  of  im- 
prisonment of  ten  persons  has  been  eleven 
years.  Six  persons  have  been  discharged  and 
two  cases  are  pending.  Twelve  girls  have  been 
restored  to  their  parents  or  committed  to  cor- 
rectional institutions. 

INDIVIDUAL  CASES. 

I could  spend  hours  in  citing  individual 
cases,  many  of  them  of  intense  interest,  but  it 
has  been  my  purpose  in  this  report  to  take  you 
along  the  main  battle  line  and  not  to  the  hos- 
pitals. I will,  however,  cite  briefly  two  typical 
cases. 

A father  came  to  the  office  and  told  a pitiful 
story  of  the  disappearance  of  his  daughter, 
seventeen  years  old,  and  gave  a description  of 
the  man  who  he  believed  had  enticed  her 
away.  In  a few  days,  the  couple  were  located 
in  San  Francisco.  Our  special  officer  Kinder 
went  there  with  the  necessary  papers,  and 
brought  the  couple  back.  The  man  was 
charged  with  abduction.  Subsequently,  it  was 
learned  that  he  had  a wife  and  child  in  New 
York  state.  The  charge  was  changed  to  one 
of  bigamy.  He  was  convicted  and  sentenced 


to  pay  a fine  of  one  thousand  dollars  and  spend 
from  one  to  five  years  in  the  penitentiary. 

A few  months  ago,  a young  German  girl 
came  here  alone  from  Cleveland,  seeking  em- 
ployment. She  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  Ital- 
ian, named  Panerallo,  who  induced  her  to  con- 
sent to  marry  him.  He  obtained  a license, 
which  caused  her  to  believe  they  were  married. 
He  hired  a room,  and  subsequently  insisted 
that  she  should  live  a life  of  prostitution  for 
his  benefit.  He  was  arrested,  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  sent  to  the  house  of  correction  for 
one  year.  We  took  the  girl,  who  was  in  a bad 
physical  condition,  to  the  County  Hospital, 
where  she  is  now  receiving  proper  care. 

REMOVAL  OF  TELEPHONES  A 
CRIPPLING  BLOW. 

More  than  a year  ago  I called  the  attention 
of  our  Directors  to  the  moral  and  legal  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Telephone  Company  in  the 
matter  of  supplying  telephone  service  to  houses 
of  prostitution.  Our  counsel  were  requested 
to  prepare  a brief  on  the  subject.  In  their  con- 
clusion, counsel  said : 

“Where  the  Telephone  Company  has  satis- 
factory evidence  that  the  statutes  are  being 
violated  in  premises  where  it  has  equipment  in- 
stalled, it  may  refuse  further  to  furnish  serv- 
ice and  remove  its  equipment  therefrom  if  it 
sees  fit  to  do  so.  It  would  not  be  liable  to 
damages  for  such  action,  providing,  of  course, 
it  could  establish  the  character  of  the  place  as 
being  one  where  illegal  practices  were  being 
carried  on,  as  described  in  the  statute.  It 
could  not  be  compelled  by  mandamus  to  rein- 
stall the  equipment,  nor  could  it  be  enjoined 
from  refusing  to  furnish  the  service.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  telephone  service  furnished 
to  houses  of  ill  repute  is  of  tremendous  assist- 
ance in  the  carrying  forward  of  the  illicit  busi- 
ness denounced  by  the  statute.  For  the  Tele- 
phone Company  to  knowingly  permit  its  facili- 
ties to  be  used  for  such  purpose  is  inexcusable 
in  law  or  morals.” 


Armed  with  that  brief,  we  sought  and  ob- 
tained a conference  with  the  officials  of  the 
Telephone  Company,  who  agreed  to  remove 
telephones  upon  the  request  of  the  Chief  of 
Police.  A Committee  consisting  of  President 
Crowell,  Vice-President  Rosenwald,  A.  Stam- 
ford White,  and  your  Superintendent,  was  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  Chief  and  ascertain 
his  attitude.  He  very  willingly  agreed  to 
make  reports  to  the  Telephone  Company.  He 
did  so,  and  many  telephones  have  been  re- 
moved. One  person,  Violet  Phipps,  a notori- 
ous levee  character,  recently  sued  the  Tele- 
phone Company  in  mandamus  proceedings  to 
compel  that  corporation  to  install  a telephone. 
They  had  refused  to  do  so  on  the  ground  that 
she  had  been  the  keeper  of  a house  of  prosti- 
tution. It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  was 
no  evidence  that  the  house  in  question  was 
used  or  had  been  used  for  prostitution,  but  her 
previous  character,  as  keeper  of  three  or  four 
immoral  resorts,  was  used  as  reason  for  refus- 
ing to  install  a telephone.  The  Court  sus- 
tained the  respondent  and  dismissed  the  writ. 
Judge  Goodwin  stated  orally,  although  not  in 
his  written  decision,  that  the  Company  could 
not  grant  such  a request  without  becoming  a 
party  to  the  violation  of  law.  From  many 
sources  we  have  heard  of  the  effect  of  this 
crippling  blow.  Keepers  usually  admit  that  they 
cannot  do  a profitable  business  without  a tele- 
phone, and  the  more  unprofitable  this  business 
becomes  the  better  it  is  for  public  morals. 

FREIBERG’S  ONLY  AN  UNPLEASANT 

MEMORY. 

One  of  the  outstanding  incidents  during  the 
last  year  was  the  revocation  of  the  license  of 
Freiberg’s  dance  hall  and  the  dismissal  of  the 
writ  of  mandamus  by  Judge  McGoorty.  This 
dance  hall  had  not  only  become  notorious  in 
Chicago,  but  it  had  gained  a national  and  inter- 
national reputation.  During  the  trial  a des- 
perate effort  was  made  to  convince  the  Court 
that  the  place  was  thoroughly  respectable  and 


patronized  by  Chicago’s  most  worthy  citizens. 
A petition  for  the  revocation  of  the  license, 
signed  by  nearly  twenty  thousand  citizens,  was 
obtained  through  the  efforts  of  Miss  Vittum, 
a member  of  our  Committee,  and  presented  to 
Mayor  Harrison.  Our  Committee  furnished 
evidence  of  the  real  character  of  the  proprietor 
and  his  patrons.  It  is  a source  of  satisfaction 
to  us  that  the  quiet  of  the  graveyard  now  pre- 
vails where  a year  ago  unseemly  orgies  dis- 
turbed the  night. 

DOWN  BUT  NOT  OUT. 

It  would  be  folly  to  assume  that  commercial- 
ized vice  has  been  banished  from  Chicago. 
The  pimp  and  the  pander  are  still  here,  defy- 
ing law  and  authority,  and  will  continue  to  be 
here  as  long  as  that  vile  trade  is  profitable, 
which  will  be  until  law  and  authority  make  it 
unprofitable.  The  male  exploiters  of  women 
and  certain  handlers  of  real  estate  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city  near  Thirty-first  Street  seem 
to  have  an  idea  that  they  can  locate  another 
red  light  district  there.  Some,  if  not  all,  of 
them  will  find  themselves  mistaken  before 
many  moons.  No,  vice  is  still  with  us,  but 
prostitution  as  a business  enterprise  has  re- 
ceived such  a terrific  blow  that  all  the  efforts 
of  the  vice  kings  to  revive  this  wretched 
traffic  will  prove  futile  if  decent  citizenship 
maintains  its  present  attitude.  I cannot  too 
warmly  commend  the  splendid  work  of  Ex- 
Chief  Gleason  and  Second  Deputy  Funk- 
houser.  But  for  their  activities,  vice  would 
still  have  a strangle  hold  upon  Chicago.  These 
officials  have  done  great  service  for  this  city, 
but  we  believe  that  they  only  began  a warfare 
which  will  be  continued  under  the  new  Ad- 
ministration with  such  relentless  energy  that 
exploiters  of  women  will  consider  Hades  pref- 
erable to  Chicago. 


THE  SCATTERATION  BUGABOO. 
We  are,  of  course,  hearing  much  about  the 
scattering  of  prostitutes  into  the  residential 
sections.  I have  heard  about  it  ever  since  I 


have  been  in  Chicago.  All  the  advocates  of 
segregation  fall  back  upon  this  bugaboo  in  de- 
fense of  their  own  pet  theory.  However, 
actual  facts  cannot  be  produced  to  demonstrate 
that  this  scattering  has  produced  conditions 
at  all  comparable  with  the  evils  which  resulted 
from  the  “wide  open”  town.  That  there  has 
been  some  such  scattering  is  true,  and  per- 
sonally I am  glad  of  it — the  more  well-to- 
do  and  respectable  a neighborhood  is,  the 
better  equipped  it  is  to  prevent  the  inroads 
of  vice.  At  one  of  our  meetings  recently, 
Jenkin  Lloyd  Jones  said: 

“If  there  is  one  thing  more  pernicious  than 
segregated  vice,  it  is  segregated  virtue.  The 
boulevards  are  responsible  for  the  alleys.” 

Mayor  Harrison,  in  his  Annual  Message, 
knew  whereof  he  spoke  when  he  said : 

“The  breaking  up  of  the  segregated  dis- 
trict in  Chicago  has  not  spread  the  social  evil 
into  the  residential  districts  as  was  feared 
would  be  the  result.” 

ORGANIZATION  OF  COUNCILS. 

I regret  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  have 
at  least  one  organizer  constantly  in  the  field 
to  keep  alert  and  active  the  Councils  which 
we  formed  a year  ago,  and  to  continue  the 
work  of  organizing  new  Councils.  I am  a 
strong  believer  in  the  organization  of  these 
Councils  to  co-operate  with  and  assist  our 
Committee  in  its  work  of  suppressing  commer- 
cialized vice.  For  lack  of  competent  assist- 
ants, we  have  not  been  able  to  give  as  much 
attention  to  this  department  as  we  should  have 
given.  I had  hoped  and  I still  hope  to  see 
every  square  foot  of  Chicago  under  the  sur- 
veillance, of  these  organized  Councils  who  shall 
“set  a watch  over  against  their  own  houses,” 
and  who  shall  materially  help  in  arousing  and 
directing  the  public  conscience  of  Chicago.  It 
has  been  my  privilege  and  duty  to  address 
more  than  a hundred  public  gatherings  of 
one  sort  or  another  during  the  last  year,  in 


behalf  of  these  Councils  or  upon  other  phases 
of  our  work.  I trust  that  in  this  way  public 
sentiment  has  been  stimulated  and  the  battle 
line  advanced. 

WE  ATTACK  THE  EXPLOITER, 
OTHERS  MUST  SAVE  THE 
EXPLOITED. 

We  are  often  criticized  for  not  doing  more 
for  the  girls  who  are  deprived  of  a livelihood 
by  the  work  of  this  Committee  and  the  activ- 
ities of  the  Police  Department.  All  I can  say 
is  that  that  is  not  our  business.  Narrowly 
speaking,  our  work  is  not  constructive  ht 
present,  but  essentially  destructive.  We  are 
directing  our  force  toward  destroying  market 
places  for  traffic  in  women.  While  we  may 
pity  these  wretched  creatures  who  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  vile  men  who  are  exploiting 
them,  our  business  is  to  deal  with  the  ex- 
ploiter, and  we  must  depend  upon  other  or- 
ganizations to  do  the  rescue  and  constructive 
work.  We  wish  it  were  possible  to  persuade 
these  women  to  turn,  as  did  the  mares  of 
Diomedes,  and  destroy  their  former  masters. 

CO-OPERATION  APPRECIATED. 

It  is  my  pleasurable  duty  to  call  attention 
to  the  commendable  spirit  of  co-operation 
shown  by  the  social  service  organizations  of 
Chicago.  Personally,  I wish  to  express  my 
sincere  appreciation  to  the  Officers,  Directors 
and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen 
for  their  sympathetic  and  loyal  support,  with- 
out which  little  worth  while  could  have  been 
accomplished. 


CONCLUSION. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  personally  and  in  be- 
half of  our  Committee,  I appeal  to  all  good 
citizens  to  unite  in  a renewed  attack  upon 
this  whole  wretched  business. 

We  should  continue  the  work  of  exposing 
owners  who,  knowingly,  lease  their  property 
for  immoral  purposes;  co-operate  with  those 


who  desire  to  rid  their  property  of  undesir- 
able tenants;  frown  upon  and  expose  the 
villainous  system  of  official  pandering  which  is 
so  much  in  evidence;  co-operate  with  the  au- 
thorities to  the  limit  of  our  ability;  render  all 
possible  aid  to  the  unfortunate  victims  of  a 
system  which  has  made  it  easy  to  do  wrong 
and  hard  to  do  right;  lift  the  unjust  ban  now 
hanging  over  the  immoral  woman,  without  in- 
cluding the  immoral  man ; promote  every  phase 
of  moral  education  which  will  tend  to  save 
humanity  from  the  direful  consequences  of 
this  ancient  evil  which  has  been  so  accelerated 
by  modern  business  methods. 

With  grateful  acknowledgment  to  the  God 
of  all  Righteousness  for  using  us  in  this  cru- 
sade, and  depending  upon  Him  for  further 
guidance,  let  us  move  forward  with  faith, 
courage  and  resolute  will  until  commercialized 
prostitution  in  Chicago  shall  be  driven  from 
its  last  intrenchment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  Thrasher, 
Superintendent. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  FATHERS  AND 
MOTHERS  OF  CHICAGO. 


The  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  professional 
prostitutes  plying  their  trade  in  Chicago  two 
years  ago  came  from  so  many  homes  somewhere 
in  this  wide  world.  It  has  been  demonstrated 
beyond  question  that  there  are  at  least  a thou- 
sand less  houses  of  prostitution  in  Chicago  today 
than  there  were  then.  That  reduces  the  number 
of  immoral  women  proportionately.  If  the  aver- 
age per  house  is  three  women,  of  which  there  is 
convincing  evidence,  that  would  mean  three  thou- 
sand less,  which  is  a fair  estimate.  But  even  ten 
thousand  is  altogether  too  many.  Whose  daugh- 
ters are  they?  Is  your  home  afflicted? 

It  takes  many  thousands  of  young  men  and 
boys  to  make  this  horrible  business  in  Chicago 
profitable.  Are  your  sons  among  them?  Thou- 
sands of  homes  in  Chicago  are  overshadowed  by 
this  pestilential  cloud  called  vice.  Is  your  home 
in  the  shadow? 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  has  played  a large 
part  during  the  last  two  years  in  closing  the 
thousand  or  more  houses  of  prostitution  where 
the  bodies  and  souls  of  women  were  sold  for 
money,  and  where  thousands  of  boys  were 
started  on  the  road  to  ruin.  Cannot  you  lend  a 
hand  to  deal  a more  crippling  blow  to  the  in- 
famous dens  which  still  remain? 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  has  helped  in  restor- 
ing forty-four  girls  to  their  parents  or  in  having 
them  committed  to  correctional  institutions.  If 
any  of  them  had  been  yours,  would  you  have  ap- 
preciated it  to  the  extent  of  furnishing  means  to 
pursue  this  fight?  There  is  no  middle  ground. 
Indifference  and  apathy  are  the  chief  obstacles 
to  a successful  war  against  vice. 

The  burden  of  expense  last  year  was  borne  by 
a few  hundred  men  and  women.  We  should  have 
several  thousand  fathers  and  mothers  enlisted  in 
this  warfare.  Will  you  not  be  among  them,  for 
the  sake  of  your  sons,  your  daughters,  your  homes 
and  your  city?  We  want  you  more  than  we  want 
your  money.  We  shall  have  you  if  we  have  your 
money.  Will  you  not  give  from  one  dollar  to  a 
hundred  to  aid  in  this  fight  for  you  and  yours? 

All  checks  should  be  made  payable  to  David 
R.  Forgan,  Treasurer,  and  you  may  send  your 
gift  to  any  member  of  the  Committee  or  to  the 
Central  office,  and  it  will  receive  prompt  acknowl- 
edgment. 

Address  all  communications  concerning  this 
work  to  Mr.  Samuel  P.  Thrasher,  Superintendent, 
807  Otis  Building,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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UNiVEPSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


GREETINGS  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 


It  is  a pleasurable  duty  to  extend  greetings 
to  the  officers,  the  directors,  the  members,  and 
the  friends  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen.  We 
are  all  to  be  congratulated  that  another  year 
has  passed  recording  such  marked  progress  in 
the  specific  work  in  which  the  Committee  is 
engaged. 

The  officers,  directors,  and  executive  com- 
mittee have  worked  with  one  mind  as  to  policy 
and  execution  of  plans.  A powerful  weapon 
has  been  made  available  by  the  passage  of  the 
Injunction  and  Abatement  law.  It  may  well 
be  doubted  if  any  such  law  would  be  in  force 
except  for  the  efforts  of  this  Committee,  but 
with  this  weapon  great  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  warfare  on  commercialized  vice.  The 
unity  of  thought  and  action  by  the  members  of 
our  Committee  and  the  generous  financial  sup- 
port which  has  been  extended  presage  further 
victories  in  behalf  of  a better  Chicago. 

The  Committee  has  further  reason  for  en- 
couragement in  the  fact  that  for  three  years 
this  difficult  work  has  been  so  prosecuted  as 
to  receive  only  favorable  comment  in  both  news 
and  editorial  columns  of  the  Chicago  press. 

The  record  for  the  year  and  the  evidences 
of  moral  and  material  support  are  indeed  en- 
couraging as  we  press  forward  in  our  purpose 
to  eliminate  the  market  places  for  traffic  in 
women. 

(Signed)  Henry  P.  Crowell,  . 

President. 
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f/lr.  President,  Officers,  Directors,  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen: 

The  purpose  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  as 
officially  stated  is,  “To  aid  the  public  author- 
ities in  the  enforcement  of  laws  against  pander- 
ing and  to  take  measures  calculated  to  prevent 
traffic  in  women.”  It  is  no  easy  task  to  crowd 
into  a brief  report  all  that  has  been  accom- 
plished in  the  attempt  to  carry  out  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Committee. 

There  are  those  who  believe  the  Committee 
should  have  a broader  policy  and  undertake 
more  of  what  they  call  “constructive  work.” 
Any  one  who  thinks  seriously  on  this  matter 
^ will  see  that  much  more  can  be  accomplished 
if  the  Committee  follows  its  present  policy, 
which  is,  to  direct  its  efforts  toward  the  de- 
struction of  market  places  for  traffic  in  women. 
All  other  issues  are  collateral.  Commercialized 
vice  in  Chicago  is  a great  menace  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Fifteen  believes  that  its  suppression 
is  an  absolute  necessity  in  any  constructive 
moral  upbuilding,  and  adheres  rigidly  to  its 
one  purpose  of  eliminating  the  exploiters  of 
women.  It  is  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  public  the  results  of  the  Com- 
mittee’s  efforts  in  that  direction. 

PUBLICITY 

Our  method  of  publishing  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  record  of  property  used  for  immoral 
purposes  was  the  fixed  policy  of  the  Commit- 
tee until  July,  1915,  when  the  Injunction  and 
Abatement  law  went  into  effect.  Previous 
reports  have  dealt  with  the  effectiveness  of 
that  method.  Hundreds  of  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion were  closed  as  a result  of  that  policy,  but 
when  the  Injunction  law  became  operative  it 
was  decided  by  unanimous  vote  that  before 
making  a legal  attack  upon  any  particular 
property  the  owner  should  have  fair  notice. 
That  the  plan  was  wise  is  evidenced  by  the 
results.  During  the  present  year  and  prior  to 
July  1,  we  published  a list  of  fifteen  places  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  the  owners.  Five 
of  the  keepers  of  those  fifteen  places  continued 
to  defy  the  law  and  were  later  included  in  the 
cases  reported  and  acted  upon  under  the  In- 
junction law,  leaving  ten  places  which  were 
eliminated  by  the  owners  after  May  1 and 
prior  to  July  1,  1915. 
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I INJUNCTION  LAW 


During  several  sessions  of  the  Legislature, 
attempts  were  made  to  secure  the  passage  of 
an  Injunction  and  Abatement  bill,  but  without 
success.  A year  ago  last  winter,  the  Commit- 
tee decided  to  take  a strong  stand  in  advocacy 
of  the  measure,  and  your  Superintendent  was 
authorized  to  use  his  utmost  endeavor  to  secure 
the  passage  of  that  bill.  The  splendid  cooper- 
ation of  other  organizations,  the  indorsement 
of  real  estate  bodies,  and  the  united  advocacy 
by  the  press  of  Chicago  convinced  the  Legis- 
lature of  its  merits,  and  the  bill  became  a law 
and  has  been  efifective  since  July  1. 

Our  method  of  operation  under  that  law  is 
extremely  simple.  When  evidence  is  secured 
that  is  deemed  sufficient  to  prove  a case  if  it 
goes  to  court — no  action  is  taken  without  such 
evidence — an  informal  notice  is  sent  to  the 
owner  of  record  that  reports  are  in  possession 
of  the  Committee  showing  that  the  property 
in  question  is  being  used  in  violation  of  law, 
and  that  if  the  allegations  are  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court,  the  court  may  issue 
an  order  closing  the  house,  apartment,  or  place 
against  its  use  for  any  purpose  whatsoever 
for  a period  of  one  year,  unless  the  owner 
gives  a bond  conditioned  that  he  will,  of  his 
own  motion,  abate  the  nuisance.  Attention  is 
called  to  the  fact  that  this  is  not  the  legal  notice 
required  by  the  law  but  an  informal  notice  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  owner  reasonable 
time  to  institute  correctional  measures.  If  no 
attention  is  paid  to  the  notice,  a formal  notice 
is  personally  served.  In  the  formal  notice,  we 
set  forth  the  facts  concerning  the  violation  of 
law  and  state  in  terms  as  follows:  ****** 
You  are  hereby  notified  that  if  the  nuisance 
complained  of  is  not  by  you  abated  and  wholly 
discontinued  within  a reasonable  time  after  the 
expiration  of  such  five  days,  the  undersigned, 
a citizen  and  resident  of  the  City  of  Chicago, 
County  of  Cook  and  State  of  Illinois,  residing 
at  4011  Lake  Park  Avenue,  in  said  city,  will 
file  a petition  in  equitv  in  the  name  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  a court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction  in  Cook  County,  perpetually 
to  enjoin  you  and  all  persons  from  maintain- 
ing or  permitting  the  said  nuisance,  and  from 
using  or  permitting  to  be  used  said  building, 
apartment,  or  place  * * * * for  any  purpose  for 
a period  of  one  year.”  If  the  first  notice  does 


not  have  the  desired  effect,  the  formal  notice 
usually  does.  In  case  it  does  not,  an  injunc- 
tion follows  with  all  the  legal  verbiage  and 
technicalities  properly  safeguarded  by  our 
counsel.  One  unfinished  case  required  twenty- 
one  pages  of  typewritten  matter.  The  writs 
of  injunction  already  issued  have  had  the  de- 
sired effect  of  abating  prostitution  in  the  prem- 
ises enjoined.  In  one  case,  an  appeal  has  been 
taken  and  in  due  time  the  constitutionality  of 
the  law  will  be  settled.  We  have  competent 
legal  opinion  that  the  law  will  be  sustained. 
The  principle  of  this  law  has  been  upheld  in 
other  states  and  we  can  imagine  no  reason  why 
the  law  will  not  be  sustained  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Illinois. 

KATE  ADAMS  LAW 

The  much  discussed  Kate  Adams  law,  which 
permits  the  courts  to  commit  inmates  of  houses 
of  prostitution  in  lieu  of  fining  them,  has  been 
something  of  a disappointment  in  view  of  the 
attitude  of  the  courts.  It  is  true  there  have 
been  some  commitments  but  it  seems  to  be  the 
opinion  of  some  of  the  judges  that  this  law  is 
unconstitutional,  and  instead  of  assuming  the 
law  to  be  valid  until  the  higher  court  rules  to 
the  contrary,  they  have  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  law  is  technically  wrong.  We  must 
admit  that  the  law  was  so  drawn  as  to  permit 
of  just  criticism  and  we  shall  be  glad  when 
the  matter  is  finally  settled. 

RESULTS 

During  the  ten  months  in  which  the  Injunc- 
tion law  has  been  operative,  we  have  served 
two  hundred  five  informal  notices  involving 
two  hundred  two  separate  properties,  three 
owners  having  been  imposed  upon  by  new  and 
immoral  tenants  or  by  careless  agents  which 
has  compelled  the  second  informal  notice.  In 
all  three  instances,  the  tenants  have  been  ousted 
upon  our  information  without  undue  delay. 
We  have  been  obliged  to  send  only  fourteen 
formal  notices ; that  is  to  say,  in  one  hundred 
ninety- one  of  the  cases,  the  owners  have  acted 
or  have  promised  to  act,  making  it  unnecessary 
to  send  the  formal  notices.  Of  these  fourteen, 
ten  have  taken  steps  with  more  or  less  prompti- 
tude after  receiving  the  second  notice,  so  that 
as  a net  result  we  are  pleased  to  report  that 
of  the  two  hundred  five  cases  only  four  have 


been  brought  under  the  ban  of  the  law  by  means 
of  the  injunction.  A few  of  the  notices  have 
been  sent  so  recently  that  there  has  been  no 
time  for  action.  Considering  the  ten  places 
which  were  eliminated  under  the  former  policy 
of  publicity,  we  are  able  to  report  that  the 
Committee  has  proceeded  directly  against  a 
total  of  two  hundred  fifteen  houses  of  prosti- 
tution during  the  year.  These  concrete  facts 
do  not  tell  the  whole  story.  A letter  recently 
received  from  a prominent  real  estate  man 
reads : 

“We  wish  to  inform  you  that  we  or- 
dered out  some  days  ago  Ruth  O’Brien 

from  the  third  flat  at E. Street, 

and  she  has  been  out  now  for  two  or  three 
days.  The  flat  is  now  vacant. 

“We  also  ordered  Cleveland  out  of  the 

second  flat  at  and  she  moved  out 

several  days  ago. 

“As  to  the  flat  occupied  by  a man  of 
the  name  of  Toushin  where  we  under- 
stand Mrs.  Wood  has  been  staying,  we 
have  given  these  people  a notice  to  va- 
cate, and  we  trust  they  will  do  so  at  an 
early  date.” 

The  point  of  this  is,  we  coniplained  of  one 
and  three  went  down.  This  is  a fair  example 
of  the  effectiveness  of  the  Committee’s  policy. 

A final  order  has  issued  from  the  court 
against  the  Hotel  Metz,  536  North  Clark 
Street,  ordering  it  closed  for  a year  against 
its  use  for  any  purpose.  In  this  case,  an  appeal 
has  been  taken  and  it  is  understood  that  there 
has  been  a combination  of  assignation  hotel 
and  resort  keepers  for  the  purpose  of  prose- 
cuting the  appeal  and  having  the  law  declared 
unconstitutional.  One  of  the  best  evidences  of 
organized  viciousness  is  this  actual  incorpora- 
tion of  the  so-called  “Chicago  Hotel  Keepers’ 
Protective  Association,’’  many  of  the  officers 
of  which  have  police  records.  That  organiza- 
tion is  seeking  with  all  the  power  it  possesses 
to  nullify  the  law  which  has  proven  so  effective 
against  the  resorts  in  which  it  is  interested. 
The  Committee  stands  like  a Gibraltar  against 
all  assaults  from  this  or  any  other  quarter. 

Since  the  Kate  Adams  law  went  into  effect 
there  have  been  one  thousand  two  hundred 
sixty  convictions  for  immoral  conduct  of  which 
we  have  record.  We  do  not  claim  that  the 


record  is  complete.  Of  this  number,  there 
have  been  thirty-seven  committed  under  the 
Kate  Adams  law  as  follows : 

3 for  10  days 
12  for  30  days 

4 for  60  days 
12  for  90  days 

6 for  6 months 

Until  the  courts  madS  it  known  that  there 
was  a question  about  the  constitutionality  of 
this  law,  there  was  considerable  consternation 
in  the  underworld  and  many  houses  of  prosti- 
tution were  abandoned  by  their  keepers ; but 
as  soon  as  the  validity  of  the  law  was  assailed, 
the  denizens  of  the  underworld  seemed  to  re- 
gain confidence  and  have  put  up  a pretty  stiff 
fight.  It  is  the  plain  duty  of  the  Committee 
to  see  to  it  that  this  law  is  sustained  or  a new 
one  passed  which  will  accomplish  the  purpose. 

PANDERING 

It  is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  to 
obtain  convicting  evidence  against  panders. 
The  penalty  of  a thousand  dollar  fine  and  a 
year  imprisonment,  which  have  been  effective 
in  many  cases,  have  had  a decidedly  deterrent 
effect,  so  that,  while  pandering  is  still  in  evi- 
dence, the  offenders  are  alert  to  evade  the  law 
and  escape  punishment.  During  the  year  six- 
teen persons  have  been  convicted  and  punished 
by  fine,  or  by  both  fine  and  imprisonment.  The 
total  amount  of  fines  and  costs  in  cases  in 
which  our  Committee  has  rendered  assistance 
has  been  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  or 
an  average  of  nearly  three  hundred  fifty  dol- 
lars per  person,  and  the  total  term  of  impris- 
onment of  sixteen  persons  has  been  nine  years, 
three  months,  and  twenty  days,  or  an  average 
of  nearly  seven  months  per  person. 

I recommend  that  our  Legislative  Commit- 
tee take  in  hand  as  promptly  as  may  be  the 
matter  of  so  changing  the  law  as  to  make  the 
offense  of  keeping  a house  of  prostitution  one 
of  pandering.  It  is  absurd  that  a pander  who 
lives  off  the  earnings  of  one  girl  may  be 
punished  with  a year  imprisonment  and  the 
imposition  of  a fine  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
whereas  a keeper  of  a house  of  prostitution 
with  several  girls,  off  whose  earnings  the 
keeper  profits,  should  escape  with  a maximum 
penalty  of  two  hundred  dollars  and  no  impris- 
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onment.  There  are  several  changes  in  the 
laws  which  will  be  recommended  in  due  time. 

INDIVIDUAL  CASES  ^ 

Lack  of  space  forbids  the  citing  of  many 
cases  which  might  be  interesting  and  profitable 
to  relate.  A year  ago,  we  mentioned  the  case 
of  Edward  B.  Hastings,  who  enticed  a girl 
seventeen  years  old  from  her  home  and  took 
her  with  him  to  California,  after  pawning  her 
jewelry.  We  located  them  and  with  extradi- 
tion papers  brought  them  back.  The  man  was 
charged  with  abduction.  It  was  learned  that 
he  had  married  the  girl,  but  as  he  had  been 
previously  married  and  had  a wife  and  child 
in  New  York,  the  charge  was  changed  to  one 
of  bigamy.  He  was  convicted  and  fined  one 
thousand  dollars  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary 
for  from  one  to  five  years.  There  have  been 
three  desperate  attempts  to  secure  his  pardon. 
We  have  protested  and  the  Pardoning  Board 
has  refused  the  plea  for  his  liberty.  I have 
recently  heard  from  the  Pardoning  Board  that 
the  Board  has  decided  he  must  serve  the  max- 
imum time. 

THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

The  Committee  believes  that  a large  major- 
ity of  the  men  on  the  police  force  are  honest 
and  desire  to  do  what  is  right,  and  would  if 
restrictions  were  removed  and  proper  disci- 
pline and  efficiency  were  insisted  upon  by  those 
in  authority. 

It  is  not  a pleasant  task  for  me  to  voice  the 
sentiment  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen,  in  pub- 
lic utterance,  against  the  police  department, 
with  which  this  organization  has  hitherto  main- 
tained such  harmonious  relations,  but  the  time 
has  come  when  this  Committee,  in  possession 
of  incontrovertible  facts,  cannot  remain  silent 
regarding  the  inefficiency  and  positive  corrup- 
tion which  have  been  revealed  in  the  police 
department. 

POLICE  NEGLECT  DUTY 

The  Injunction  and  Abatement  law  was 
given  to  the  state  by  its  representatives  as  an 
effective  weapon  against  vice.  I can  imagine 
no  reason  why  the  authorities  upon  whom  the 
people  depend  for  the  enforcement  of  law 
should  not  use  such  an  effective  correctional 
means.  We  have  yet  to  hear  of  the  first  effort 
by  the  police  department  to  invoke  the  aid  of 


this  law.  Except  for  the  efforts  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  Fifteen,  so  far  as  Chicago  is  con- 
cerned, this  law  would  be  a dead  letter. 

The  telephone  is  generally  recognized  as  one 
of  the  greatest  aids  to  commercialized  prosti- 
tution. Early  in  1914,  the  Committee  of  Fif- 
teen learned  that  the  Chicago  Telephone  Com- 
pany was  willing  to  remove  telephones  from 
known  houses  of  prostitution  upon  notice  from 
the  police  department  that  inmates  had  been 
convicted  and  upon  a demand  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  telephone.  A committee  was 
appointed  to  lay  the*  matter  before  Chief 
Gleason.  The  Chief  gladly  assented  to  the 
plan  and  many  demands  were  made  and  many 
telephones  removed.  This  was  a crippling 
blow  to  commercialized  vice.  Soon  after 
Chief  Healey  was  appointed,  I took  the  mat- 
ter up  with  him.  Although  he  has  been  in 
office  more  than  a year,  there  has  not  been  a 
single  telephone  removed  at  his  request.  Why 
this  should  be,  when  not  a day  passes  without 
the  submission  of  evidence  against  houses  of 
prostitution,  is  for  him  to  explain. 

The  decent  people  of  Chicago  are  alarmed 
at  the  marked  increase  of  vice  in  dance  halls 
and  cabarets,  two  institutions  which  have  be- 
come veritable  traps  for  the  unwary,  where 
young  girls  are  lured  to  prostitute  life  and 
young  men  and  boys  are  started  on  the  road 
to  ruin.  When  policemen,  with  and  without 
uniform,  calmly  watch  the  vicious  orgies  take 
place  in  these  amusement  centers  without  inter- 
fering, the  neglect  of  official  duty  is  painfully 
evident. 

Tam  making  no  accusation  of  any  ulterior 
or  impure  motives  on  the  part  of  Chief  Healey ; 
I am  simply  stating  cold  facts. 

When  Chief  Healey  was  appointed  he  prom- 
ised all  Chicago  that  he  would  drive  the  crooks 
from  the  city.  We  all  believed  that  he  meant 
to  do  it.'  We  are  still  willing  to  believe  that 
he  was  sincere.  That  he  has  lamentably  failed 
to  accomplish  that  purpose  is  a fact  which  must 
be  evident  even  to  him.  I have  said  before, 
and  I say  again,  that  he  must  first  drive  the 
crooks  out  of  the  police  department.  When 
he  does  this,  he  will  be  better  able  to  drive  the 
crooks  out  of  Chicago.  A vigorous  effort  to 
clean  up  the  police  department  would  bring 
him  the  support  of  all  the  moral  forces  of  the 
city. 


POLICE  PROTECT  VICE 


We  say  unequivocally  that  without  collusion 
with  the  police,  commercialized  vice" could  not 
flourish  in  Chicago.  For  years  there  have 
been  persistent  rumors  that  the  police  were 
taking  graft  for  protecting  vicious  resorts.- 
While  we  believed  that  to  be  true  to  some  ex- 
tent, we  confess  that  we  had  no  idea  of  the 
boldness  of  the  operations  of  the  police.  We 
have  found  policemen  going  personally  and 
collecting  tribute  from  women,  and  giving  evi- 
dence of  their  willingness  to  protect  vicious 
resorts  by  taking  the  keepers  to  the  Morals 
Court  to  point  out  certain  officers  of  the  law 
against  whom  the  women  were  to  be  on  guard. 
We  have  dictagraph  records  of  conversations 
and  records  of  telephonic  communications 
which  reveal  facts  indicating  that  this  system 
of  graft  is  in  vogue  in  all  sections  of  the  city 
where  vice  is  prevalent.  This  evidence  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  State’s  Attorney  awaiting 
his  action. 

The  Committee  has  concluded  that  it  will 
in  the  future  use  its  utmost  endeavor  to  secure 
evidence  and  expose  policemen  who  are  en- 
gaged in  what  may  be  properly  called  official 
pandering.  Every  one  found  guilty  of  such 
practice  should  be  punished  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  law.  The  Committee  recommends  that 
steps  be  taken  to  secure  an  unhampered  force 
of  investigators  for  the  Second  Deputy’s  office 
who  shall  have  police  powers  to  be  exercised 
independently  of  any  other  authority.  It  is 
shameful  that  a policeman  should  ever  be  able 
to  tell  a keeper  of  a house  of  prostitution  that 
she  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Second  Dep- 
uty’s office,  as  the  “reports  from  that  office 
will  be  turned  over  to  the  captain  of  the  dis- 
trict and  be  given  to  the  detectives  and  nothing 
further  be  done  about  it.”  We  believe  also 
that  the  State’s  Attorney’s  office  should  have 
a large  force  of  independent  investigators  with 
police  power  but  no  official  connection  with  the 
police  department. 

It  is  the  sincere  desire  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen  to  assist  the  authorities  in  every  pos- 
sible way,  and  the  Committee  appeals  to  the 
administration  and  to  Chief  Healey  to  accept 
such  assistance  as  it  may  offer  in  an  effort  to 
bring  to  punishment  exploiters  of  women  and 
despoilers  of  character. 
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SCHOOL  CHILDREN  MENACED 


One  of  the  most  abhorrent  conditions  re- 
lating to  matters  with  which  the  Committee 
deals  is  the  proximity  of  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion to  school  buildings  where  children  of  all 
ages  go  to  prepare  for  the  work  of  life.  The 
Board  of  Education  is  contemplating  or  has 
already  begun  an  investigation  of  this  matter 
and  seeks  the  cooperation  of  the  Committee, 
which  will  be  gladly  extended.  We  have  star- 
tling facts  to  reveal  to  the  Board  upon  request. 
In  this  report,  I will  speak  of  the  conditions 
surrounding  only  one  school.  Within  two 
blocks  of  that  schoolhouse,  there  have  been  at 
one  time  or  another  during  the  last  three  years 
a total  of  sixty-six  houses  of  prostitution  in 
operation.  There  are  several  operating  within 
that  territory  at  the  present  time,  and  recently 
the  prostitutes  have  plied  their  trade  in  the  day- 
time and  have  been  conspicuous  during  the 
afternoon  when  school  is  dismissed.  Officials 
who  permit  that  condition  to  go  unchecked 
should  be  indicted. 

SCATTERATION  BUGABOO 

I will  quote  briefly  from  the  introduction 
and  summary  of  the  report  of  the  Vice  Com- 
mission : 

“Some  who  have  a superficial  knowl- 
edge of  the  ‘Continental  System’  of  seg- 
regation and  regulation  based  on  a cur- 
sory reading  or  surface  investigation 
might  bring  it  forward  as  a method  of 
relief.  One  has  but  to  read  scientific 
works  on  the  subject;  to  study  the  re- 
ports of  international  conferences  held 
in  Europe,  and  to  hear  the  findings  of 
careful  investigators  to  see  the  unreli- 
ability and  futility  of  such  a system,  and 
to  learn  of  its  failures  as  a permanent  in- 
stitution wherever  it  has  been  undertaken 
in  this  country  or  abroad.  The  Commis- 
sion is  convinced  that  the  so-called  Sys- 
tem has  proved  itself  degenerating  and 
ineffective.” 

Our  investigations  have  proved  beyond  ques- 
tion that  segregation  is  a delusion  and  a snare. 
It  is  not  true  that  the  breaking  up  of  the  red 
light  district  has  “scattered  prostitutes  all  over 
the  city.”  That  they  have  opened  up  new 
places  in  some  sections  is  true,  but  I doubt  if 
there  is  a s'ection  of  any  considerable  size  in  the 
city  where  it  can  be  truthfully  said  that  there 
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are  today  more  houses  of  prostitution  than 
there  were  before  the  red  light  district  was 
broken  up.  The  public  conscience  is  alert  and 
such  places  are  noticed  and  commented  upon 
to  a greater  extent  than  ever  before.  Carter 
H.  Harrison,  then  Mayor,  spoke  the  truth 
when  he  said: 

“Though  all  the  so-called  segregated 
districts  are  closed  and  have  been  closed 
for  months,  there  is  no  more  vice  in  the 
outlying  districts  than  there  was  during 
the  wide  open  days.” 

A well  organized  system  of  propaganda  has 
been  operated  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
sentiment  in  the  city  in  favor  of  segregation. 
Such  efiforts  will  prove  futile  in  the  face  of 
an  alert  public  conscience.  No  section  of  the 
city  need  be  infested  with  immoral  resorts.  If 
valid  complaints  to  the  police  do  not  bring  re- 
sults the  Committee  will  be  pleased  to  make 
investigations  upon  authentic  information. 
Any  one  may  appeal  to  the  Committee  and 
give  information  without  fear  of  publicity. 

A MORAL  GIANT 

In  spite  of  all  the  discouraging  things  I have 
been  saying  about  Chicago,  I still  have  great 
hope  for  its  future.  There  is  a moral  giant 
abroad  in  this  big  city  and  he  is  seeking  to  fed- 
erate and  utilize  all  the  forces  which  make  for 
city  betterment.  I hear  him  saying  to  the  po- 
lice grafter,  “You  have  been  tolerated  long 
enough.  We  have  no  further  use  for  you  in 
Chicago” ; I hear  him  saying  to  the  spoils  poli- 
tician who  has  debauched  every  department  of 
officialdom,  “You,  too,  must  go” ; and  I see  him 
exercising  his  power  until  the  police  grafter, 
the  spoils  politician,  the  exploiter  of  women, 
and  the  despoiler  of  virtue  no  longer  menace 
the  city.  Call  it  a vision  if  you  will ; to  me  it 
is  a reality. 

In  my  first  utterance  to  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen  in  the  spring  of  1913,  I said,  “I  believe 
the  only  successful  means  for  coping  with  or- 
ganized lawlessness  is  organized  righteous- 
ness.” I have  seen  nothing  to  change  my  opin- 
ion. I reiterate  that  statement  today  and  ex- 
press my  belief  that  the  moral  forces  of  Chi* 
cago  will  become  so  organized  and  efficient  as 
to  demand  and  secure  a reasonable  observance 
of  all  the  laws  which  make  for  the  betterment 
of  the  community,  and  that  the  time  will  come 
when  the  last  haunt  of  commercialized  vice 
will  be  driven  from  Chicago. 
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CONCLUSION 


I cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing 
my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  wise  counsel  I 
have  received  from  the  Advisory  Board,  the 
patient  consideration  of  all  matters  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  Executive  Committee  and 
the  Board  of  Directors,  'and  the  splendid  way 
in  which  the  Committee  members,  both  of- 
ficially and  as  individuals,  have  encouraged  me 
in  this  more  or  less  difficult  task.  It  is  indeed 
a pleasure  to  serve  with  and  for  such  a Com- 
mittee. It  is  with  unmixed  pleasure  that  I 
speak  of  the  harmony  which  has  existed 
throughout  the  entire  year  among  the  employes 
who  serve  the  Committee  under  my  immediate 
direction  both  in  the  office  and  on  the  investi- 
gating force.  The  Committee  has  been  so  for- 
tunate in  its  choice  of  employes  that  there  have 
been  no  changes  during  the  year  and  there  is 
no  immediate  prospect  of  such  necessity.  I 
believe  I speak  the  truth  conservatively  when 
I say  that  every  employe  of  the  Committee 
has  a genuine  interest  in  the  work  wholly 
apart  from  material  compensation.  I wish, 
also,  to  express  my  appreciation  and  that  of 
the  Committee  for  the  cooperation  we  have 
received  at  the  hands  of  so  many  organizations 
and  individuals.  I make  special  mention  of 
the  Juvenile  Protective  Association,  which  is 
seeking  to  protect  children  from  ruinous  en- 
ticements. It  has  been  our  privilege  to  report 
dozens  of  cases  to  that  organization,  which 
have  received  prompt  and  effective  attention. 

With  firm  reliance  upon  divine  guidance, 
may  we  not  all  take  courage  from  the  accom- 
plishments of  the  past  year  and  push  forward 
with  renewed  vigor  in  our  chosen  field  of 
activity,  determined  to  accomplish  yet  greater 
things  which  shall  make  for  the  betterment  of 
humanity. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  THRASHER, 
Superintendent. 
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AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  FATHERS  AND 
MOTHERS  OF  CHICAGO. 

The  thousands  of  professional  prostitutes  ply- 
ing their  trade  in  Chicago  three  years  ago  came 
from  so  many  homes  somewhere  in  this  wide 
world.  It  has  been  demonstrated  beyond  question 
that  there  are  more  than  a thousand  less  houses 
of  prostitution  in  Chicago  today  than  there  were 
then.  That  reduces  the  number  of  immoral 
women  proportionately.  If  the  average  per  house 
is  three  women,  of  which  there  is  convincing 
evidence,  that  would  mean  three  thousand  less, 
which  is  a fair  estimate.  But  there  are  thousands 
left.  Whose  daughters  are  they?  Is  your  home 
afflicted? 

It  takes  many  thousands  of  young  men  and 
boys  to  make  this  horrible  business  in  Chicago 
profitable.  Are  your  sons  among  them?  Thou- 
sands of  homes  in  Chicago  are  overshadowed  by 
this  pestilential  cloud  called  vice.  Is  your  home 
in  the  shadow? 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  has  played  a large 
part  during  the  last  three  years  in  closing  many 
of  these  houses  of  prostitution  where  the  bodies 
and  souls  of  women  were  sold  for  money,  and 
where  thousands  of  boys  were  started  on  the  road 
to  ruin.  Cannot  you  lend  a hand  to  deal  a more 
crippling  blow  to  the  infamous  dens  which  still 
remain? 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  has  helped  in  restor- 
ing scores  of  girls  to  their  parents  or  in  having 
them  committed  to  correctional  institutions.  If 
any  of  them  had  been  yours,  would  you  have  ap- 
preciated it  to  the  extent  of  furnishing  means  to 
pursue  this  fight?  There  is  no  middle  ground. 
Indifference  and  apathy  are  the  chief  obstacles 
to  a successful  war  against  vice. 

The  burden  of  expense  last  year  was  borne  by 
a few  hundred  men  and  women.  We  should  have 
several  thousand  fathers  and  mothers  enlisted  in 
this  warfare.  Will  you  not  be  among  them,  for 
the  sake  of  your  sons,  your  daughters,  your  homes 
and  your  city?  We  want  you  more  than  we  want 
your  money.  We  shall  have  you  if  we  have  your 
money.  Will  you  not  give  from  one  dollar  to  a 
hundred  to  aid  in  this  fight  for  you  and  yours? 

All  checks  should  be  made  payable  to  David 
R.  Forgan,  Treasurer,  and  you  may  send  your 
gift  to  any  member  of  the  Committee  or  to  the 
Central  office,  and  it  will  receive  prompt  acknowl- 
edgment. 

Address  all  communications  concerning  this 
work  to  Mr.  Samuel  P.  Thrasher,  Superintendent, 
807  Otis  Building,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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A Foreword  by  the  President 

Another  year  has  come  and  gone  and  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  to  render 
an  account  of  its  stewardship.  That  account  is 
clearly  presented  in  the  following  pages  containing 
the  Annual  Report  of  our  Superintendent. 

Officers,  directors  and  committees  have  worked 
with  singleness  of  purpose  for  real  achievement 
in  the  suppression  of  commercialized  vice.  The 
results  revealed  'in  the  report  are  encouraging  and 
^ stimulating.  Legislation  is  being  framed  to  pro- 
tect the  men  in  our  army  from  the  expo^re, 

) danger  and  disease  resulting  from  the  evil  which 
;_we  are  endeavoring  to  suppress  in  this  city.  This 
is  added  proof  of  the  value  of  our  work.  In 
^speaking  to  the  Committee  and  for  the  Committee 
* to  those  who  have  so  splendidly  supported  it,  I 
^ wish  again  to  emphasize  its  importance,  and  to 
^enew  the  appeal  for  continued  cooperation  in 
the  task  of  making  Chicago  a better  place  in 
J which  to  live. 


F 


(Signed)  Henry  P.  Crowell, 

President. 


Report  oi  the  Superintendent 

Mr.  President,  Officers,  Directors  and  Members 

of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen: 

PURPOSE 

.The  Committee  of  Fifteen  is  engaged  in  war, 
not  with  Germany,  but  with  commercialized  vice 
in  Chicago.  At  the  beginning  of  this,  my  fourth 
annual  report,  I . repeat  what  I have  said  many 
times,  the  Committee  is  directing  its  full  force 
against  commercialized  prostitution  and  is  not 
devoting  time,  energy  or  money  in  attempting  to 
make  people  good  by  law. 

The  Committee  is  waging  war  on  the  pimp,  the 
pander,  the  keeper  of  a house  of  prostitution,  the 
owner  or  agent  who  leases  property  for  immoral 
purposes ; in  fact,  on  any  one  who  makes  money 
from  ,the  sale  of  virtue.  It  is  destroying  the 
market  places  for  traffic  in  women.  The  Com- 
mittee believes  that  the  time  will  come  when  .the 
money  nerve  in  this  system  of  vice  will  be 
severed. 

.With  the  understanding,  then,  that  the  purpose 
of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  is  the  ultimate  sup- 
pression of  commercialized  vice,  I will  undertake 
to  .record  what  the  Committee  has  accomplished 
during  the  past  twelve  months. 

METPIODS 

The  Committee  has  no  unusual  or  occult 
methods  of  operation.  It  employs  trained  inves- 
tigators to  gather  facts  and  uses  the  facts  in 
every  way  that  intelligence,  experience,  and  the 
law  will  permit  in  order  to  accomplish'its  purpose, 
always  having  in  mind  the  possibility  of  inter- 
ference by  political  chicaners,  corrupt  police, 
shyster  lawyers,  professional  bondsmen,  and 
grafters,  as  well  as  the  parties  in  interest.  When 
sufficient  facts  are  obtained,  they  are  collated  and 
arranged  in  a manner  to  withstand  any  assault. 
I think  the  Committee  merits  congratulation  that 
not  a case  has  been  taken  into  court  on  its 
initiative  where  conviction  did  not  follow. 

Briefly,  the  chief  merit  of  the  Committee’s 
methods  is  thoroughness — thoroughness  in  gath- 
ering facts,  thoroughness  in  collating  and  using 
them,  thoroughness  in  everything  it  does — and  I 
am  not  too  modest  to  say  that  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen  has  acquired  a reputation  for  thorough- 
ness. It  is  generally  understood  that  if  the 
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Committee  of  Fifteen  says  a thing  is  so,  it  is  so, 
I shall  speak  more  particularly  of  our  method  in 
using  the  Injunction  law,  under  that  head. 

LEGISLATION 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  was  instrumental 
in  securing  the  enactment  of  the  Injunction  and 
Abatement  law  by  the  Forty-ninth  General 
Assembly.  This  law  has  proved  to  be  a powerful 
weapon  for  the  suppression  of  commercialized 
vice. 

During  the  present  session  of  the  legislature, 
the  Committee  was  responsible  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  two  bills.  One  was  an  amendment  to  the 
Pandering  law  which  broadens  its  scope  and 
makes  it  more  effective  against  male  prostitutes, 
who  have  become  active  in  soliciting  to  prostitu- 
tion since  street  soliciting  by  women  has  been  so 
largely  reduced.  The  law  contains  the  words, 
“Who  shall  procure  any  female  person  who  has 
not  previously  practiced  prostitution.”  The 
amendment  eliminates  the  clause,  “Who  has  not 
previously  practiced  prostitution.”  “Female  per- 
son” includes  the  prostitute  as  .well  as  the 
innocent  girl. 

The  other  bill  is  an  amendment  to  the  Injunc- 
tion law  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a miscon- 
ception regarding  preliminary  procedure.  The 
proposed  amendment  in  no  way  affects  the  law  as 
to  penalties,  but  enables  its  execution  without  the 
burdensome  procedure  required  by  the  decision 
from  the  Appellate  Court. 

The  Juvenile  Protective  Association  caused  the 
introduction  of  a bill  known  as  the  Dance  Hall 
bill,  the  object  of  which  is  to  eliminate  the  sale 
of  liquor  from  dance  halls.  The  Committee  gladly 
rendered  such  assistance  as  it  could  in  support  of 
that  measure. 

The  field  of  operation  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen  is  Chicago.  Its  experience,  however,  has 
proved  of  value  to  other  states  in  securing 
constructive  legislation. 

INJUNCTION  LAW 

As  already  stated,  the  Injunction  and  Abate- 
ment law  has  proved  to  be  a forceful  weapon  for 
the  suppression  of  commercialized  vice.  The 
Committee  has  an  effective  system  for  its  exe- 
cution. The  first  move  after  securing  sufficient 
evidence  to  warrant  action  is  to  send  an  informal 
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notice  to  the  owner.  If  he  is  careless  or  defiant, 
the  formal  notice  is  served  as  required  by  law. 
If  he  persists  in  permitting  his  property  to  be 
used  illegally,  application  is  made  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  close  the  house  against  its  use  for  any 
purpose  for  a period  of  one  year. 

During  the  year,  we  have  procured  evidence 
against  one  hundred  seventy  (170)  places  and 
have  sent  to  the  owners  of  each  property  the 
informal  notice.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that 
one  hundred  nineteen  (119)  of  these  owners  have 
taken  such  action  as  to  make  it  unnecessary  to 
serve  the  formal  notice.  Fifty-one  (51)  formal 
notices  have  been  personally  served  on  that  num- 
ber of  owners  who  have  not  heeded  the  informal 
notice.  In  the  formal  notice  we  say : 

“*  * * You  are  hereby  notified  that 
if  the  nuisance  complained  of  is  not  by 
you  abated  and  wholly  discontinued 
within  a reasonable  time  after  the  ex- 
piration of  such  five  days,  the  under- 
signed, a citizen  and  resident  of  the  City 
of  Chicago,  will  file  a petition  for  a 
temporary  injunction  and  a bill  in  equity 
in  the  name  of  the  People  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  in  a court  of  competent  juris- 
diction in  Cook  County,  perpetually  to 
enjoin  you  and  all  persons  from  main- 
taining or  permitting  the  said  nuisance, 
and  from  using  or  permitting  to  be  used 
said  building,  apartment,  or  place  in 
which  said  nuisance  is  maintained,  for 
any  purpose  for  a period  of  one  year.” 

This  has  been  so  effective  as  to  make  it  necessary 
to  apply  for  only  six  (6)  injunctions,  which  have 
been  granted  and  are  now  in  force. 

No  one  should  be  misled.  It  is  not  so  simple 
as  it  might  seem  from  reading  this  brief  state- 
ment. In  the  first  place,  evidence  must  be  ob- 
tained,. evidence  sheets  read  and  analyzed,  and 
the  court  records  checked  off,  in  order  to  be 
prepared  to  meet  every  denial  before  action  is 
taken.  In  every  case  there  are  from  four  to  a 
dozen  or  more  evidence  sheets.  x\ssuming  that 
there  are  but  six,  it  would  require  a careful 
analysis  of  more  than  one  thousand  reports.  In 
addition  to  this,  new  evidence  must  be  obtained 
after  the  informal  notice  is  sent.  We  frequently 
check  off  all  previous  work  to  ascertain  its 
effectiveness.  We  are  also  obliged  to  obtain 
additional  evidence  after  the  formal  notice  has 
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been  served  before  application  is  made  for  an 
injunction.  It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  con- 
siderable systematic  effort  is  required  to  obtain 
the  results  which  we  are  able  to  report. 

Some  of  the  first  injunctions  issued  were  not 
permanently  disposed  of  until  within  the  last 
sixty  days,  when  final  decrees  issued  from  the 
court  and  bonds  were  given  in  three  instances 
conditioned  that  the  owners  would  themselves 
keep  the  properties  free  from  immoral  use.  One 
house,  the  most  notorious  in  the  lot,  was  torn 
down.  We  consented  to  a dismissal  of  the  case. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  attacks  upon 
the  constitutionality  of  this  law  have  failed,  the 
court  having  sustained  the  law  in  its  entirety. 

CO-OPERATION  OF  OWNERS  AND 
AGENTS 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  in  a large  majority 
of  cases  we  have  received  splendid  cooperation 
on  the  part  of  owners  and  agents.  Now  it  is  not 
true  that  in  most  cases  owners  deliberately  rent 
their  properties  for  immoral  use  and  receive 
exorbitant  rents  therefor.  I venture  to  say  that 
ninety  per  cent,  of  all  the  owners  and  agents  with 
whom  we  have  dealt  are  sincerely  desirous  of 
keeping  their  properties  respectable.  Many  of 
them  do  not  use  the  care  they  might  and  should 
regarding  applicants  for  tenancy.  They  could 
avoid  much  trouble,  and  in  the  end  save  money, 
by  greater  precaution. 

A few  owners  and  agents  are  careless  or  defiant 
and  at  times  drastic  treatment  is  necessary  to 
bring  them  to  terms.  There  is  less  opposition 
than  formerly,  as  the  reputation  of  the  Committee 
for  fairness  as  well  as  thoroughness  is  becoming 
established. 

I have  advocated  and  am  still  advocating  that 
the  real  estate  owners  and  agents  organize  a 
reference  bureau,  or,  under  some  suitable  name, 
an  organization  to  which  all  applicants  not  known 
to  the  renting  party  should  be  referred  for  in- 
dorsement. Such  an  organization,  supported  by 
all  the  real  estate  owners  and  agents  of  Chicago, 
would  require  a slight  assessment,  but  would 
prove  profitable  to  the  owner. 

PANDERING 

Difficult  as  it  has  become  to  obtain  convicting 
evidence  against  panders,  the  Pandering  law  is 
still  effective.  The  penalty  of  a thousand  dolla*" 
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fine  and  a year’s  imprisonment  has  kept  down  the 
number  of  cases  of  pandering  at  a more  or  less 
established  minimum.  During  the  year  ending 
April  30,  1917,  twenty-two  (22)  persons  were 
convicted  and  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment. 
The  total  amount  of  fines  and  costs  was  nine 
thousand  dollars  ($9,000.00),  or  an  average  of 
four  hundred  nine  dollars  ($409.00)  per  person; 
and  their  total  term  of  imprisonment  was  seven- 
teen (17)  years,  or  an  average  of  nine  (9) 
months  and  one  (1)  week  per  person.  Few  of 
these  cases  would  have  been  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  court  but  for  the  vigilance  of  the 
Committee’s  special  officer. 

KATE  ADAMS  LAW 

The  Kate  Adams  Law  was  enacted  by  the 
Forty-ninth  General  Assembly.  It  provides  for 
the  commitment  of  persons  who  are  convicted 
of  being  inmates  of  houses  of  ill  fame  or  of 
soliciting  to  prostitution.  The  law  was  intended 
as  a remedial  measure  rather  than  a punitive 
one.  The  utter  futility  of  fining  prostitutes 
became  apparent  long  ago  to  all  who  had  given 
the  matter  serious  thought  and  it  was  hoped  that 
this  commitment  law  would  give  an  opportunity 
to  extend  real  aid  to  the  unfortunate  victims  of 
the  vice  system.  It  was  thought  by  many  of  us 
that  its  scope  would  be  even  broader  than  its 
phraseology  indicated,  and  that  a keeper,  male  or 
female,  of  a house  of  prostitution  would  be 
classed  as  an  inmate  if  residing  within  the  house. 
This  has  been  realized  to  some  extent,  as  many 
keepers  have  been  booked  and  sentenced  as  in- 
mates of  houses  of  prostitution.  Some  judges 
have  so  interpreted  the  law  and  several  male 
keepers  have  been  convicted  and  punished 
under  it. 

In  a recent  appeal,  the  Supreme  Court  ren- 
dered an  opinion  which  is  a bit  disheartening  to 
us  and  encouraging  to  male  keepers  and  inmates 
of  houses  of  prostitution.  The  opinion  contains 
this  surprising  statement : 

“The  term,  ‘an  inmate  of  a house  of 
ill-fame  or  prostitution,’  refers  to  one 
who  is  there  for  the  purpose  of  plying 
her  business,  and  necessarily  refers  to  a 
woman.” 

As  soon  as  this  opinion  was  rendered,  our 
counsel  took  the  matter  up  with  the  State’s 
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Attorney  and  the  Attorney  General,  and  a peti- 
tion was  filed  for  a rehearing. . The  petition  was 
denied. 

The  law  reads : 

“Whoever  is  an  inmate  of  a house  of 
ill-fame  or  assignation  or  place  for  the 
practice  of  fornication  or  prostitution  or 
lewdness,  etc.” 

If  a male  resides  in  such  a house,  even  though 
he  does  not  himself  practice  prostitution  or  lewd- 
ness, he  should,  I believe,  be  subject  to  the 
penalties  of  this  law.  When  we  have  so  much 
evidence  of  the  practice  of  soliciting  to  prosti- 
tution by  males  and  the  revolting  evidence  of 
pervert  acts  by  males  in  these  houses,  it  seems 
strange  indeed  that  the  law  should  be  interpreted 
by  any  court  to  mean  only  females.  Had  this 
opinion  been  rendered  a few  weeks  earlier,  it 
might  have  been  possible  to  have  amended  the 
law,  defining  inmates  and  making  such  an 
opinion  impossible. 

The  law,  however,  has  been  of  great  value  in 
the  work  of  suppressing  commercialized  vice.  It 
has  had  a tremendous  influence  in  decreasing 
soliciting  by  women  on  the  streets.  Many  pros- 
titutes and  their  pimps  have  left  the  city  rather 
than  stand  trial  under  this  law.  Its  constitu- 
tionality has  been  upheld. 

INDIVIDUAL  CASES 

All  the  space  available  for  this  report  could 
be  utilized  in  citing  facts  pertaining  to  individual 
cases,  but  there  is  so  much  else  to  be  said  that 
I will  refer  to  only  a few  of  the  more  outstanding 
among  them. 


PEARL  MORTON 

A notorious  resort,  known  as  Pearl  Morton’s, 
at  2249  South  Wabash  Avenue,  had  been  a 
menace  to  the  morals  of  Chicago  for  many  years. 

It  was  commonly  reported  that  she  was  immune 
from  prosecution.  How  she  managed  it  few 
beside  herself  knew,  but  all  sorts  of  stories  about 
graft  and  police  protection  went  the  rounds. 
With  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  it,  we  served  » 
the  formal  notice  under  the  Injunction  law  in 
June,  1916.  We  obtained  an  Injunction  on  July 
8th,  but  were  unable  to  get  personal  service  until 
the  28th.  Some  time  in  August  there  was  evidence 
that  the  place  was  closed.  Later  the  keeper 
moved  and  the  house  stood  vacant  for  some  time. 
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Recently  it  was  torn  down.  This  is  only  one  of 
scores  which  have  been  razed  to  avoid  the 
consequences  of  the  law. 

LIBBY  MARTIN 

Libby  Martin,  with  her  pull,  was  a conspicuous 
figure  in  the  underworld  for  a long  time.  The 
Committee  was  responsible  for  moving  her  four 
times.  A year  ago  last  fall,  a warrant  was  issued 
for  her  arrest  under  the  Kate  Adams  law.  The 
case  was  bandied  about  the  courts  from  one  judge 
to  another,  upon  one  pretext  or  another,  until  it 
became  so  farcical  that  the  courts  yielded  to  our 
insistence  for  trial.  Her  bond  of  one  thousand 
dollars  was  forfeited  and  reinstated  on  at  least 
two  occasions.  Finally,  she  was  brought  into 
court,  tried  and  convicted. 

For  several  months  Libby  Martin  has  been  in 
Detroit.  Reports  indicated  that  when  the  first 
attack  was  made  upon  the  resort  which  she  con- 
trolled, she  had  ten  or  a dozen  girls.  Gradually 
the  number  was  reduced  until  when  she  was 
arrested  the  last  time  she  had  only  two.  She 
thinks  she  was  the  subject  of  much  persecution. 
We  think  she  was  tolerated  all  too  long. 

CADILLAC  HOTEL 

So  much  has  been  printed  in  the  newspapers 
about  the  Cadillac  Hotel  that  it  seems  superfluous 
to  call  attention  to  it.  It  was  a vicious  resort  on 
the  South  Side,  where  liquors  were  sold  without 
a license  and  where  commercialized  prostitution 
was  the  chief  enterprise.  We  served  notice  upon 
the  owners  under  the  Injunction  law,  simultane- 
ously with  the  issuance  of  warrants  for  the  arrest 
of  the  three  proprietors  of  the  place.  At  about 
the  same  time  a raid  was  organized,  the  Com- 
mittee rendering  assistance  to  the  police  in  ob- 
taining and  collating  evidence  which  was  sufficient 
to  convict  the  proprietors.  This  case  is  all  the 
more  worthy  of  note  because  of  the  attitude  and 
opinion  of  the  judge  in  pronouncing  sentence.  In 
reference  to  the  position  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen,  the  court  said : 

I have  found  that  they  are 
not  standing  in  this  court  in  the  position 
of  prosecutors.  * * * Their  aim  is 

to  make  Chicago  a cleaner,  better, 
healthier  city  to  live  in ; to  rid  it  of  all 
places  such  as  the  Cadillac  has  been,  and 
all  others  that  are  continually  undermin- 
ing the  morals  of  this  city.’' 
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To  the  accused  the  judge  said: 

* * You  are  now  found  guilty. 

You  may  be  punished  now.  I am  merely 
deferring  the  entry  of  the  sentence. 

* * * Should  you  gentlemen,  or  any 

one  of  you,  be  brought  before  me  under 
conditions  which  will  justify  the  ter- 
mination of  the  probation,  it  will  mean  a 
jail  sentence  just  as  sure  as  you  are 
standing  before  me  now.  * * *” 

Referring  again  to  our  assistance  in  the  matter, 
he  said : 

“*  * * I wish  to  say  to  Mr. 

Thrasher  and  to  the  officers  of  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen  and  of  the  Juve- 
nile Protective  Association,  that  I appre- 
ciate the  aid  that  you  have  given  the 
Court.  * * 5i=  I think  work  of  that 

kind,  especially  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
is  done,  is  deserving  of  public  commen- 
dation.” 

The  Cadillac  Hotel  has  since  been  used  as  a 
men’s  hotel.  No  evidence  to  the  contrary  has 
been  obtained  by  our  investigators. 

ALEXANDER  LEWIS  CASE 

Early  in  July  I received  a complaint  from  a 
man  of  more  or  less  prominence  in  Chicago, 
stating  that  a relative  of  a friend  had  answered 
an  ad  in  the  Daily  News  for  girls  to  serve  as 
fashion  models.  An  appointment  was  made  with 
her  in  the  Steinway  Building,  and  there  the  fact 
was  revealed  that  the  man  was  seeking  girls  for 
immoral  purposes.  I asked  if  the  girl  would  be 
willing  to  testify  and  he  said  no,  he  simply  wanted 
to  have  us  find  out  the  facts.  An  investigation 
resulted  in  the  arrest  of  Lewis,  who  was  tried 
and  convicted. 


THE  POLICE 

There  is  cause  for  real  rejoicing  in  the  reforms 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  police  department. 
The  sequence  of  events  shows  the  part  the  Com- 
mittee of  Fifteen  played  in  bringing  about  these 
results.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  my  last 
Annual  Report,  I said : 

“It  is  not  a pleasant  task  for  me  to 
voice  the  sentiment  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen,  in  public  utterance,  against  the 
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police  department  * * * but  the  time 
has  come  when  this  Committee,  in  pos- 
session of  incontrovertible  facts,  cannot 
remain  silent  regarding  the  inefficiency 
and  positive  corruption  which  have  been 
revealed  in  the  police  department.” 

After  citing  special  instances  showing  corruption 
and  inefficiency  on  the  part  of  the  police,  I 
continued : 

“The  Committee  has  concluded  that  it 
will  in  the  future  use  its  utmost  endeavor 
to  secure  evidence  and  expose  policemen 
who  are  engaged  in  what  may  be  prop- 
erly called  official  pandering.  Every  one 
found  guilty  of  such  practice  should  be 
punished  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law.” 

In  the  early  summer  of  1916,  we  found  the  vice 
interests  were  regaining  a footing  in  the  old 
Twenty-second  Street  district.  Some  of  the  old 
places,  such  as  Buxbaum’s,  The  Capital,  Frei- 
berg’s Dance  Hall,  and  others,  were  controlled 
by  old-time  vice  lords,  who  were  giving  evidence 
of  an  utter  disregard  of  law  and  police  authority. 
Having  found  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant 
action  against  twenty-two  vicious  resorts  in  or 
in  close  proximity  to  the  old  red  light  district  on 
the  South  Side,  the  Committee  authorized  the 
President'to  address  a letter  to  Mayor  Thompson, 
naming  the  places,  citing  conditions,  and  request- 
ing the  revocation  of  several  licenses.  In  that 
letter  the  Committee  said  : 

“We  wish  to  call  Your  Honor’s  atten- 
tion to  another  very  serious  phase  of 
this  bad  situation.  Not  long  ago  this 
Committee  gave  out  a list  of  places  in 
the  district  against  which  it  had  evidence 
and  of  which  it  is  now  complaining.  The 
General  Superintendent  of  Police  was 
quoted  in  the  newspapers  as  saying: 

“ T know  the  lid  is  tighter  than  ever 
in  the  history  of  the  district.  Let  me 
find  any  infractions  and  you  shall  see 
how  quickly  I will  remedy  them.  I have 
been  working  successfully  to  improve 
conditions  there  and  such  charges  are 
unfounded.’ 

“Such  an  utterance  from  such  a source 
is  inexplicable  in  view  of  the  facts  as 
we  know  them.  If  the  police  officials 
do  not  know  of  the  conditions  which 
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exist  in  that  district,  they  must  be  classi- 
fied as  incompetent ; if  they  do  know 
them  and  refuse  or  neglect  to  act,  then  a 
much  worse  charge  is  fully  warranted 
by  the  facts.  It  is  for  them  to  choose 
the  horn  of  the  dilemma  on  which  to  be 
impaled,  as  the  impaling  process  is 
inevitable.” 

The  letter  was  delivered  by  President  Crowell 
in  person,  after  an  interview  of  some  length, 
during  which  the  intent  and  purpose  of  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen  were  clearly  stated  to  the 
Mayor.  The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Corpo- 
ration Counsel,  who,  after  investigation,  seemed 
to  think  that  some  of  the  statements  in  our  re- 
ports were  exaggerated  and  requested  the  priv- 
ilege of  sending  a man  of  his  own  choosing  with 
our  investigators  to  make  a separate  report.  This 
was  granted  and  the  report  of  his  special  inves- 
tigator revealed  the  fact  that  our  reports  were 
extremely  conservative.  • 

The  Mayor  revoked  the  licenses,  and  Chief 
Healey  suspended  two  captains  who  were  in 
charge  of  the  districts  involved.  The  evidence 
of  our  investigators  was  demanded  at  their  trials. 
Both  captains  were  found  inefficient,  fined,  and 
transferred  to  other  districts. 

One  of  them  went  to  the  State’s  Attorney’s 
office  and  revealed  certain  facts  regarding  Chief 
Healey.  Then  and  there  a fuse  was  lighted  which 
has  exploded  several  bombs  already.  Unless  I 
am  misinformed,  there  are  other  bombs  still 
connected  with  that  fuse.  The  former  chief  has 
been  indicted  on  various  charges  and  is  awaiting 
trial ; several  captains,  lieutenants,  and  others  of 
lower  rank,  have  been  suspended  and  either  dis- 
missed or  are  now  awaiting  the  action  of  the  Trial 
Board.  Opinions  differ  as  to  the  methods  em- 
ployed by  the  State’s  Attorney,  but  I wish  to  be 
recorded  as  saying  that  the  State’s  Attorney 
should  be  commended  for  his  relentless  warfare 
on  vice  promoters  and  grafters  within  the  police 
department. 

There  seems  to  be  a real  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  new  police  heads  to  purge  the  department  of 
the  disloyal  men  and  criminal  parasites  who  have 
infested  it  so  long.  Progress  in  that  direction  is 
being  made.  Chief  Schuettler,  First  Deputy 
Westbrook,  and  Second  Deputy  Funkhouser, 
should  receive  every  encouragement  from  all  who 
desire  an  honest  and  efficient  police  department. 
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During  the  year  1914,  the  Second  Deputy’s 
office,  under  Major  Funkhouser,  did  splendid 
work  for  the  city  in  suppressing  commercialized 
vice,  but  when  he  was  ruthlessly  shorn  of  his 
power,  against  protests  and  appeals  from  those 
who  were  in  a position  to  know  the  facts,  the  vice 
interests  became  active  and  defiant,  while  the 
police  department  became  inactive  and  connivant. 
It  has  taken  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of  loyal 
public  servants  and  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  and 
other  social  service  organizations,  and  many  ex- 
pressions from  Chicago’s  quickened  conscience, 
to  prevent  the  forces  of  evil  from  retaking  their 
old  trenches  and  establishing  a rule  of  lawless- 
ness. The  tide  has  turned  and  there  is  promise 
of  better  things  for  Chicago. 

SCATTERATION  BUGABOO 

The  chief  objections  made  against  work  of  this 
character  are  that  “it  scatters  prostitutes  all  over 
the  city”  and  that  “nice  sections  are  being  ruined 
by  the  influx  of  immoral  women.”  My  answer 
to  these  objections  is,  if  it  were  all  true,  it  should 
not  change  our  attitude  in  the  least.  The  more 
respectable  and  well-to-do  a neighborhood  is,  the 
better  equipped  it  is  to  prevent  the  inroads  of 
vice.  There  is  no  legal  or  moral  justification  for 
giving  consent  to  the  prevalence  of  vice  in  one 
neighborhood  and  objecting  to  it  in  another.  I 
recently  heard  an  intelligent  business  man  say, 
“It  is  a crime  to  drive  these  prostitutes  out  into 
respectable  residential  districts.”  In  reply,  I said, 
“It  is  a crime  to  leave  them  to  ply  their  trade  in 
any  residential  district.”  The  poorer  neighbor- 
hoods, which  are  infested  with  vicious  resorts, 
are  as  “respectable”  in  many  senses  as  are  the 
districts  so  often  referred  to  as  reputable  resi- 
dential districts.  If  it  were  all  true  it  should  not 
change  the  attitude  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen 
toward  segregated  vice.  But  it  is  not  true.  That 
prostitutes  are  opening  up  houses  in  some  sections 
of  the  city  is  true,  but  they  have  always  been 
doing  that.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  no  more 
vice  in  the  residential  districts  than  there  was 
during  the  days  when  vice  was  rampant.  The 
public  conscience  is  alert  and  houses  of  ill-fame 
are  discovered  and  talked  about  today  as  they 
were  not  a few  years  ago.  The  Committee  of 
Fifteen  will  be  pleased  to  receive  reliable  infor- 
mation concerning  any  questionable  resort  in  any 
part  of  Chicago  and  will  do  its  best  to  correct 
conditions. 
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Our  attitude  should  be  that  all  sections  of  the 
city  are  respectable.  If  we  find  them  otherwise, 
we  should  make  them  respectable.  We  certainly 
should  not  make  any  district  or  ourselves  dis- 
reputable by  recommending  the  concentration  of 
vice  in  any  particular  spot  outside  of  hades. 

PUBLIC  ADDRESSES 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  address  forty-eight 
(48)  meetings  of  one  sort  or  another  relative  to 
the  work  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen,  and  I note 
with  pleasure  an  increasing  interest  in  the  reports 
of  the  Committee’s  activities.  Real  civic  pride 
in  the  betterment  of  moral  conditions  already 
realized  is  being  manifested  in  all  parts  of 
Chicago. 

I have  also  been  called  upon  to  make  addresses 
concerning  the  work  of  the  Committee  in  Gary 
and  Indianapolis,  Indiana ; St.  Louis,  Missouri ; 
Lexington,  Kentucky;  Bloomington,  Illinois,  and 
elsewhere ; and  have  been  obliged  to  decline  invi- 
tations to  go  to  New  York,  California,  and  other 
states,  where  people  desired  to  hear  of  the 
Committee’s  work. 

CHICAGO’S  CONSCIENCE 

I have  been  saying  in  all  my  public  addresses 
that  Chicago’s  conscience  was  awakened  by  the 
publication  of  the  report  of  the  Vice  Commission 
in  1911.  From  the  introduction  and  summary  of 
that  report  I quote : 

“We  believe  that  Chicago  has  a public 
conscience  which,  when  aroused,  cannot 
be  easily  stilled — a conscience  built  upon 
moral  and  ethical  teachings  of  the  purest 
American  type  — a conscience  which 
when  aroused  to  the  truth  will  instantly 
rebel  against  the  social  evil  in  all  its 
phases.” 

Chicago’s  conscience  was  then  awakened.  It 
has  not  been  stilled  since,  and  I am  expressing 
the  belief  that  it  is  so  thoroughly  aroused  that  it 
can  never  be  stilled  until  commercialized  vice  in 
Chicago  shall  be  no  more.  Chicago’s  official  con- 
science is  also  being  pricked  at  the  moment,  and 
if  that  becomes  awakened,  it  will  aid  materially 
in  saving  Chicago  permanently  from  the  thrall- 
dom  of  viciousness.  If  these  two  public  con- 
sciences can  be  aroused  to  the  right  kind  of 
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cooperative  activity  for  the  constant  and  persist- 
ent repression  of  prostitution,  with  absolute 
annihilation  as  the  ultimate  ideal,  it  will  presage 
a blessed  day  for  Chicago. 

CONCLUSION 

In  concluding  this  report,  I would  be  neglect- 
ful indeed  did  I not  express  my  sincere  appre- 
ciation to  the  officers  and  all  members  of  the 
Committee  for  their  loyal  support  in  the  intensive 
duties  assigned  me.  I cannot  find  words  to  ex- 
press my  gratitude  to  President  Crowell  and 
other  directors  for  their  patience  in  listening  to 
me  when  I have  felt  the  need  of  their  counsel, 
and  for  their  painstaking  advice  on  matters  of 
importance  to  the  Committee.  The  fact  that  the 
Committee  has  made  no  mistake  worthy  of  note 
is  not  due  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Superintendent 
so  much  as  to  that  of  the  Advisory  Board — Mr. 
Crowell,  Mr.  Rosenwald,  and  Mr.  Sims — who 
have  had  a large  part  in  steering  the  Committee 
through  the  danger  zones  which  are  inevitably 
in  its  course.  It  is  my  pleasurable  duty  to  tell 
them  and  the  Committee  how  much  I appreciate 
their  advice  and  assistance. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  our  office  force 
and  everything  is  working  smoothly.  It  has  be- 
come necessary  to  make  a complete  change  in 
our  investigating  staff.  It  is  remarkable  that  we 
were  able  to  keep  a number  of  our  men  nearly 
three  years.  Although  it  will  be  difficult  to  secure 
new  men  who  will  be  as  reliable  and  efficient,  it 
can  be  done.  I do  not  understand  that  any 
change  of  policies  or  plans  is  contemplated  and 
I am  not  recommending  any. 

We  should  not  fail  to  recognize  the  cooperation 
and  assistance  received  from  the  social  service 
organizations  whose  lines  of  activity  have  tem- 
porarily converged  with  those  of  the  Committee. 

Nothing  has  occurred  during  the  year  which 
should  deter  the  Committee  from  doing  its  utmost 
to  carry  into  further  and  more  successful  oper- 
ations its  well  conceived  policy  for  the  suppression 
of  commercialized  vice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  THRASHER, 

Superintendent. 


% 


16 


Will  you  kindly  fill  in  one  of  these  pledge  cards,  and  invite  a friend  to  do  likewise  with  the  other? 
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Greetings  from  the  President 


It  is  again  incumbent  upon  the  Committee 
of  Fifteen  to  render  an  account  of  its  work  to 
those  who  have  so  generously  supported  it 
and  to  others  who  should  know  of  what  has 
been  done  in  the  battle  of  virtue  against  vice 
in  Chicago. 

The  officers,  directors,  and  executive  commit- 
tee have  worked  in  ever  increasing  harmony, 
the  effect  of  which  is  shown  by  the  report  of 
our  superintendent  in  the  following  pages. 

We  are  gratified  that  the  Committee  has 
been  able  to  render  efficient  service  toward 
protecting  soldiers  and  sailors  from  the  con- 
tamination of  immoral  women.  We  especially 
commend  to  your  attention  that  part  of  the 
report  which  refers  to  training  camps.  Mr. 
Fosdick’s  letter  is  significant. 

The  record  of  the  year  and  the  brief  sum- 
mary for  the  last  five  years  are  so  encouraging 
that  we  look  forward  with  assurance  to  the 
continuance  of  the  support  of  everyone  who 
has  in  any  way  aided  in  the  securing  of  the 
results  herein  recorded.  We  are  strengthened 
1)y  the  confidence  that  Chicago  will  some  day 
be  free  from  the  evils  of  commercialized 
prostitution. 

H.  P.  CROWELL, 

President. 


Kaymond  B.  Fosdick 
Chairman 


Lieut.  Richard  E.  Byrd,  U.  S.  X. 
Secretary 


Clifford  W.  Barnes 
Walter  Camp 
SeJah  Chamberlain 
J ohn  J.  Eagan 
Joseph  Lee 
E.  T.  Meredith 


Barton  Myers 

Charles  P.  Neill 

Mrs.  Helen  Ring  Robinson 

Mrs.  Finley  J.  Shepard 

Mrs.  Daisy  IMcLanrin  Stevens 

John  S.  Tichenor 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT 
Commission  on  Training  Camp  Activities 
WASHINGTON 


April  15,  1918. 

:l/r.  Samuel  P.  Thrasher,  Supt.,  lo  South  LaSalle 
Street,  Chieago,  Illinois. 

Mv  Dear  Mr.  Thrasher: 

I have  your  letter  of  April  10th,  enclosing  the 
section  of  your  annual  report  relating  to  the 
activities  of  the  Committee  of  Eifteen  in  con- 
nection with  men  in  the  service  in  Chicago.  I 
have  read  the  section,  and  think  it  sums  up 
excellently  the  splendid  work  which  you  have 
done  in  cooperation  with  this  Commission. 

We  greatly  appreciate  this  cooperation.  Our 
task  in  making  clean  communities  to  which 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  stationed  near  Chicago  have 
access  while  on  liberty  has  been  lessened  to  a 
marked  degree  by  the  effective  work  done  during 
the  last  five  years  by  the  Committee  of  Eifteen. 
I hope  that  nothing  will  prevent  the  continuance 
of  the  Committee’s  work,  and  the  intimate 
relation  between  its  representatives  and  this 
Commission. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  Raymond  B.  Eosdick, 

Chairman. 

RBF:TNP 


4 


REPORT  OF  TPIE  SUPERINTENDENT 


Mr.  President,  Officers,  Directors,  and  Members 

of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen: 

It  is  with  keen  satisfaction  that  I undertake  to 
write  a report  of  things^  accomplished  by  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen  during  the  fifth  year  of 
my  service  as  its  superintendent. 

SUMMARY 

After  giving  a brief  summary  of  the  work  for 
the  year,  I will  summarize  for  the  last  five  years, 
in  order  that  you  may  have  a comprehensive 
review  of  the  work  in  which  you  are  interested. 

During  the  year  just  closed,  the  Committee  has 
moved  directly  against  two  hundred  seventy 
( 270)  houses  of  prostitution  by  serving  upon  the 
owner  of  each  a notice  regarding  immorality 
upon  his  premises ; it  has  caused  to  be  served 
personally  sixty-five  (65)  formal  notices,  and  has 
applied  for  and  obtained  four  (4)  injunctions. 
It  has  had  to  do  with  the  conviction  of  fourteen 
(14)  panders  who  were  fined  a total  of  fifty-six 
hundred  dollars  ($5,600),  or  an  average  of  four 
hundred  dollars  ($400)  per  person;  and  who 
were  sentenced  to  a total  imprisonment  term  of 
nine  and  one-half  (9%)  years,  or  an  average  of 
eight  (8)  months  per  person. 

The  Committee  has  made  investigations  con- 
cerning training  camps  and  the  general  conditions 
in  Chicago  as  affecting  soldiers  and  sailors.  It 
has  appeared  in  behalf  of  needed  legislation  be- 
fore the  general  assembly  and  before  aldermanic 
committees ; it  has  done  what  it  could  do  by 
public  address  and  literature  to  stimulate  the 
civic  conscience  to  the  end  in  view  ; it  has  aided 
by  information  and  advice  many  organizations 
in  other  states  and  countries ; it  has  worked  to 
the  limit  of  its  intelligence  and  budget  toward  the 
suppression  of  commercialized  vice. 

During  the  last  five  years,  the  Committee 
has  moved  directly  against  thirteen  hundred 
seventy-nine  ( 1,379)  houses  of  prostitution.  Seven 
hundred  thirty-four  (734)  of  these  were  pro- 
ceeded against  by  publishing  in  the  newspapers 
the  names  of  the  owners  of  the  properties  in- 
volved. Six  hundred  forty-five  (645)  have  been 
acted  upon  since  July  1,  1915,  by  serving  upon 
the  owner  of  each  a notice  under  the  Injunction 
law  regarding  immorality  upon  his.  premises.  It 
has  caused  to  be  served  personally  one  hundred 
thirty  (130)  formal  notices  and  has  applied  for 
and  obtained  fifteen  (15)  injunctions.  It  has 
rendered  assistance  in  the  conviction  of  one 
hundred  five  (105)  panders  who  were  fined  a 
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total  of  thirty-eight  thousand  ninety-two  dollars 
($38,092),  or  an  average  of  three  hundred  sixty- 
three  dollars  ($363)  per  person ; ninety-one 
(91)  were  sentenced  to  a total  imprisonment 
term  of  seventy  (70)  years,  or  an  average  of 
nine  (9)  months  per  person. 

Five  years  ago  there  were  hundreds  of  houses 
of  prostitution  as  open  as  meat  markets  and 
evidences  of  vice  were  as  common  as  garbage. 
Today  a stranger  may  go  from  one  end  of  the 
city  to  the  other  without  coming  into  contact  with 
vice  at  all ; in  other  words,  the  flagrant  outward 
expression  of  vice,  so  common  then,  has  been 
eliminated  from  public  gaze. 

Street  soliciting  has  been  reduced  at  least 
eighty-five  per  cent.  Houses  of  prostitution  have 
been  reduced  at  least  seventy  per  cent. ; that  is  to 
say,  there  are  not  thirty  houses  of  prostitution 
plying  trade  in  Chicago  where  there  were  a 
hundred  five  years  ago.  Pimps  and  panders, 
those  vultures  who  live  ofif  the  corruption  of 
society,  have  been  eliminated  to  a marked  degree. 
There  are  not  fifteen  of  them  plying  trade  openly 
in  Chicago  where  there  were  a hundred  five 
years  ago. 

I do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  I make 
no  claim  that  Chicago  is  free  from  vice.  Immoral 
resorts  are  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  the  city, 
but  one  has  to  hunt  for  them  today,  whereas  five 
years  ago  they  were  flaunting  viciousness  in  the 
face  of  decency  without  fear  of  being  molested. 

The  Committee  makes  no  claim  that  it  is  wholly 
responsible  for  the  wonderful  change  that  has 
come  over  Chicago  in  the  matter  of  the  elimina- 
tion of  vice.  Due  credit  should  be  given  to  the 
police  department,  to  the  federal  authorities,  and 
to  all  social  service  organizations  which  have 
contributed  to  this  remarkable  showing,  but  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen  may  be  justly  proud  of  its 
part  in  bringing  about  the  changes  which  are  so 
marked  as  to  astound  those  who  were  familiar 
with  the  old  conditions. 

The  Committee’s  success  is  largely  due  to  its 
strict  adherence  to  the  policy,  “This  one  thing  I 
do.”  Secret  or  clandestine  vice  is  not  the  object 
of  attack  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen.  The 
Committee  is  waging  war  on  pimps,  panders, 
keepers  of  houses  of  prostitution,  owners,  agents, 
police  and  political  grafters,  and  all  others  who 
make  money  by  promoting  vice.  The  Com- 
mittee’s definite  goal  is  the  ultimate  suppression 
of  commercialized  prostitution  in  Chicago. 

LEGISLATION 

During  the  session  of  the  fiftieth  general 
assembly,  the  Committee  applied  for  and  secured 
a very  important  amendment  to  the  Pandering 
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law.  The  old  law  contained  the  words,  “who 
shall  procure  any  female  person  who  has  not 
previously  practiced  prostitution.”  The  amend- 
ment eliminates  the  clause,  “who  has  not  pre- 
viously practiced  prostitution.”  The  words, 
“female  person,”  now  include  the  prostitute  as 
well  as  the  innocent  girl. 

As  to  local  legislation,  the  two  measures  in 
which  the  Committee  has  been  vitally  interested 
and  in  regard  to  which  it  has  exercised  its  influ- 
ence are  the  cabaret  ordinance  and  the  repeal  of 
the  special  bar  permit  ordinance. 

If  the  cabaret  ordinance  stands  the  test,  it  will 
eliminate  a great  deal  of  viciousness.  The  cabaret 
as  conducted  in  Chicago  is  a menace  to  decency. 
It  is  the  legitimate  heir  of  the  old  concert  saloon 
with  all  its  vice  and  villainy  made  more  dangerous 
by  a camouflage  of  respectability. 

The  special  bar  permit  ordinance  constitutes  a 
legal  aid  to  the  promotion  of  vice.  Under  the 
guise  of  innocent  amusement,  dances  promoted 
under  this  ordinance  provide  soil  and  sow  seeds 
of  vice  which  grow  to  hideous  proportions.  There 
is  no  way  to  eliminate  the  evils  of  which  the 
Juvenile  Protective  Association  and  others 
have  so  persistently  complained  except  by  the 
repeal  of  that  ordinance.  The  time  is  ripe  for 
that  action,  and  I believe  the  ordinance  will 
soon  be  repealed. 

INJUNCTION  LAW 

No  weapon  used  by  the  Committee  has  proved 
so  effective  in  the  accomplishment  of  its  purpose 
as  the  Injunction  and  Abatement  law.  As  you 
all  know,  this  law  went  into  effect  July  1,  1915. 
The  first  case  taken  to  court  under  it  was  appealed 
on  the  ground  that  the  law  was  unconstitutional, 
but  the  Supreme  Court  differed  from  the  appel- 
lant’s theory  and  rendered  a decision  without 
ambiguity,  declaring  the  law  to  be  constitutional 
and  just. 

During  the  year,  the  Committee  procured 
evidence  sufficient  to  warrant  action  against  two 
hundred  seventy  (270)  places  and  sent  to  the 
owner  of  each  property  involved  an  informal 
notice  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  evidence  showing  that  the  property 
was  being  used  for  immoral  purposes.  It  is 
gratifying  to  report  that  two  hundred  five  (2051 
of  these  owners  have  taken  such  action  as  to 
make  it  unnecessary  to  serve  upon  them  the 
formal  notice  required  by  the  law.  Sixty-five 
(65)  formal  notices  have  been  personally  served 
upon  that  number  of  owners  who  have  not  heeded 
the  informal  notice.  The  formal  notice  makes  it 
definite  that  unless  prompt  action  is  taken  to 
correct  conditions,  a petition  will  be  filed  for  a 
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temporary  injunction  as  well  as  a bill  in  equity 
asking-  that  the  place  be  enjoined  from  being 
used  for  any  purpose  for  a period  of  one  year. 
'I'his  notice  has  been  so  effective  that  it  has  been 
necessary  to  apply  for  only  four  injunctions 
during  the  year. 

McGovern  ca^e 

On  June  21,  a petition  was  presented  to  Judge 
Baldwin  for  an  injunction  against  the  Mc- 
Govern resort  at  661  North  Clark  Street.  The 
McGoverns,  through  their  attorney,  filed  affi- 
davits setting  up  prejudice  on  the  part  of  Judges 
Baldwin  and  Smith  and  asking  for  a change  of 
venue.  Judge  Baldwin  assigned  the  case  to  Judge 
Windes.  As  Judge  Windes  was  ill,  the  attorneys 
went  before  Judge  Scanlan  to  have  the  case  re- 
assigned. Judge  Scanlan  took  the  matter  up  with 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Court,  and  an 
order  was  entered  transferring  the  matter  to  a 
Master  in  Chancery.  Hearing  after  hearing  was 
held.  More  than  five  hundred  affidavits  were 
submitted  and  considered  by  the  Master.  First 
the  McGoverns  brought  in  forty-two  affidavits. 
W met  this  attack  with  about  one  hundred 
affidavits  gathered  with  care  from  responsible 
])ersons,  including  all  three  heads  of  the  police 
department,  four  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen  (Mrs.  Bowen,  Miss  Vittum,  Miss  Sears, 
and  Reverend  Dr.  Stone),  and  your  super- 
intendent. The  others  were  from  people  in  the 
neighborhood  who  knew  of  the  reputation  of  the 
place,  some  of  them  citing  concrete  facts  con- 
cerning the  viciousness  at  the  resort.  It  required 
a great  deal  of  work  to  produce  these  affidavits. 
AW  thought  we  had  the  enemy  overwhelmed,  but 
we  were  met  with  about  three  hundred  fifty 
additional  affidavits  gathered  from  all  sorts  of 
people  and  m all  sorts  of  ways.  We  then  gave 
up  the  idea  of  outnumbering  the  foe  and  depended 
upon  skill  and  justice.  Mr.  Godman,  of  counsel, 
is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  his  skillful  analysis 
of  the  evidence  on  both  sides  and  his  clear  and 
convincing  presentation  to  the  Master.  It  was  a 
battle  royal  from  the  beginning. 

After  a comprehensive  finding  of  facts  sup- 
ported by  evidence,  the  Master  sustained  the 
Committee’s  petition  and  recommended  that  the 
injunction  issue. 

Immediately  after  this  recommendation  was 
made,  counsel  for  the  McGoverns  entered 
eighteen  objections  which  were  overruled  by  the 
Master.  The  case  came  before  Judge  Pinckney 
and  was  argued  at  length  by  counsel  for  both 
sides.  The  objections  were  overruled,  and  the 
Master’s  recommendations  approved.  The  de- 
murrer to  the  bill  was  also  overruled.  That  resoP 
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is  now,  for  the  first  time  in  years,  under  the  bail 
of  the  law.  I am  much  pleased  with  this  outcome 
not  alone  because  of  the  long  and  expensive  fight 
but  because  of  the  previous  vicious  character  of 
the  place.  It  was  a rendezvous  for  soldiers  and 
sailors.  In  one  evening  our  investigators  counted 
fifteen  men  in  uniform  in  this  resort. 

One  of  the  strongest  points  urged  by  the 
defendant’s  counsel  was  the  preponderance  of 
evidence.  In  his  decision.  Judge  Pinckney  said : 

“In  determining  on  which  side  was 
the  greater  weight  of  the  evidence,  the 
Master,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  was 
fully  justified  in  considering  the  stand- 
ing and  well  known  probity  of  certain 
citizens  whose  affidavits  were  filed  in 
behalf  of  the  People;  nor  has  the  Court 
any  hesitation  whatever  in  saying  that 
the  affidavit  of  such  a well  known  and 
estimable  citizen  as  Miss  Harriet  Vittum 
would  surely  outweigh  the  affidavit  of  a 
night-robed  singer  in  the  defendant’s 
saloon.” 

THE  CAPITOL 

Another  case  worthy  of  mention  is  the  Capitol 
at  32  West  22nd  Street,  one  of  the  worst  resorts 
in.  the  old  south  side  segregated  district,  where  it 
held  the  reputation  of  housing  ninety  girls  who 
plied  the.ir  trade  in  regular  shifts  of  thirty  each 
every  eight  hours.  The  place  was  closed  as  a 
result  of  the  Committee’s  efforts,  and  remained 
closed  for  more  than  a year.  Under  the  present 
administration,  a new  license  was  issued.  The 
place  opened  up,  and  gradually  its  old  viciousness 
returned.  We  again  requested  the  revocation  of 
the  license  which  was  revoked  on  September  30, 
1917.  Application  was  made  for  an  injunction 
and  finally  on  October  26,  1917,  Judge  Baldwin 
issued  a decree  closing  the  place  against  its  use 
for  any  purpose  for  a period  of  one  year.  As 
this  place  has  been  under  the  control  of  the 
Weiss  brothers,  two  notorious  vice  promoters, 
there  is  some  satisfaction  in  the  result  accom- 
plished. 

OTHER  CASES 

There  are  two  cases  pending  in  the  courts  on 
appeal  which  will  be  reached  some  time. 

In  two  cases  we  have  consented  to  dismissals 
of  the  injunctions.  In  one  case  the  keeper  was 
forced  by  the  owner  to  vacate  and  the  house  was 
razed.  In  the  other,  the  tenant  was  dispossessed 
and  the  property  converted  into  an  automobile 
shop.  In  both  cases,  the  Committee  filed  records 
of  the  facts  and  consented  to  dismissals. 
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COOPERATION  OF  OWNERS  AND 
AGENTS 

A tremendous  agency  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  Committee’s  purpose  is  the  gradually  in- 
creasing number  of  owners  and  agents  who  are 
becoming  converted  to  the  Committee’s  view- 
point that  it  is  neither  good  business  nor  good 
morals  to  permit  property  to  be  used  for  immoral 
purposes.  Five  years  ago,  there  were  few 
owners  and  agents  who  approved  of  the  Com- 
mittee’s activities  against  vice.  Today  there  are 
few  who  would  be  willing  publicly  to  oppose  the 
Committee’s  purpose  and  policy. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  1914,  when  we 
began  our  campaign  for  the  advocacy  of  the  In- 
junction and  Abatement  law,  practically  all  the 
real  estate  organizations  in  Chicago  were  hostile 
to  the  bill,  and  were  preparing  to  send  repre- 
sentatives to  Springfield  to  oppose  its  passage.  It 
was  the  privilege  of  your  superintendent  to  hold 
several  conferences  with  the  officials  of  these 
organizations,  with  members  of  the  Committee, 
with  counsel  for  the  Chicago  Law  and  Order 
League,  and  with  others,  which  finally  resulted 
not  only  in  the  withdrawal  of  opposition  but  in 
the  giving  of  written  indorsements  by  the  Chi- 
cago Real  Estate  Board,  the  Cook  County  Real 
Estate  Board,  and  the  Apartment  Buildings  As- 
sociation. Since  then  there  has  been  no  organized 
effort  by  real  estate  men  against  the  Committee’s 
activities,  but  there  has  been  considerable  per- 
sonal, official,  and  corporate  action  in  favor  of 
the  Committee’s  policy.  In  evidence  of  this,  I 
quote  a few  letters  which  have  been  received 
from  owners  and  agents  during  the  last  year  bear- 
ing upon  this  phase  of  the  problem. 

In  June  we  received  a letter  from  a prominent 
real  estate  owner  from  which  we  quote : 

“Replying  to  your  favor  of  May  25th 
with  reference  to  the  premises  at  No. 

Street,  we  write  to  assure  you  of 

our  active  cooperation  in  bringing  about 
a satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  matter, 
to  which  end  the  writer  on  behalf  of 

Mr. will  take  up  the  matter  with 

the  present  occupant  at  once.” 

Another  real  estate  firm  said ; 

“We  have  not  neglected  your  notice  in 
this  matter,  and  do  not  sanction  any  such 
carrying’s-on  in  any  of  our  buildings. 
When  we  have  found  such  conditions 
existing,  we  have  taken  firm  measures  to 
eject  the  people  immediately.” 
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One  real  estate  owner  wrote  as  follows : 

“Copy  of  your  report  with  your 
valued  note  of  the  17th,  convinces  me 
that  the  tenant  referred  to  (flat  3,  No. 

Street)  must  be  disposed  of  at 

once,  and  to  this  end  I have  instructed 
the  agent,  and  have  his  assurance  that  he 
will  act  diligently. 

“I  can  only  add  keen  regret  and  some 
shame  at  having  been  so  nearly  identi- 
fied with  the  condition  you  recite.” 

Another  owner  said : 

“This  letter  is  in  reply  to  your  letter 

of  the  19th  inst.  to  Mr. of 

City,  regarding  one  of  the  tenants  in  Mr. 
’s  building  at  No. Street. 

“The  writer  is  the  agent  of  this  build- 
ing, and  I am  pleased  to  inform  you  that 
the  apartment  No.  9,  second  floor,  now 

occupied  by  Mrs. , will  be  vacated 

by  the  end  of  this  week.  The  other 

party  by  the  name  of , in  Apt.  18, 

does  not  rent  from  me,  but  sublets  from 
another  party,  this  apartment  being  a 
furnished  flat.  I have  notified  the  party 
that  leased  the  flat  from  me,  and  I as- 
sure you  that  this  party  by  the  name  of 
will  vacate  the  flat  at  once. 

“It  is  not  our  purpose  to  lease  the 
flats  to  people  of  this  character,  and  we 
are  glad  to  cooperate  with  you  at  any 
time  to  keep  the  class  of  tenants  up  to 
a higher  standard. 

“Assuring  you  that  we  are  ready  and 
willing  to  work  in  harmony  with  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen  at  any  time,  I 
remain.” 

Last  fall  we  received  a telegram  from  an  owner 
who  was  out  of  town,  our  notice  having  been 
forwarded  to  him : 

“Thanks  for  letter  of  fourth  instant 

about  No. Street,  which  has 

reached  me  here.  I am  moving  at  once 
to  stop  evil  conditions,  but  it  may  per- 
haps become  necessary  presently  to  ask 
vour  aid  by  injunction  against  tenant. 
Please  continue  watchfulness.” 

Only  recently  we  received  a letter  from  an 
owner  which  indicated  a misconception  of  our 
method,  and  a somewhat  hostile  attitude  on  his 
part.  The  letter  reads  : 

“As  much  as  I respect  the  good  work 
done  by  the  Committee  of  Fifteen,  I 
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should  as  much  expect  a similar  charge 
of  vice  existing  in  my  own  home  in 

, as  the  one  referred  in  your  letter 

of  March  30th,  charges  against  my 
building  at  No. Street. 

“It  is  simon-pure  imagination,  and 
such  charges  will  destroy  whatever 
prestige  you  might  have  with  me. 

“Mrs. rents  the  entire  building 

from  me,  and  makes  it  her  personal 
business  to  accept  only  reputable  people. 

“Be  more  specific  and  discharge  the 
lieutenant  who  made  this  ridiculous  re- 
port. Mrs. would  welcome  an  in- 

terview.” 

The  interview  he  suggested  was  held,  and 

Mrs. was  convinced  that  the  Committee’s 

evidence  was  reliable.  A second  letter  from  him 
reads : 

“Please  accept  my  humble  apology  for 
the  letter  I recently  wrote  you  referring 
to  my  building  No. Street. 

“I  am  now  convinced  that  your  report 
was  based  on  a condition  that  existed 
there,  that  at  the  time  I did  not  believe 
possible. 

“Please  accept  my  assurance  that  it  is 
our  desire  to  cooperate  with  you  in  an 
effort  to  keep  our  premises  clean  of 
vice ; call  on  me  any  time  for  assist- 
ance.” 

A few  weeks  ago,  we  received  inquiry  from 
Kentucky  concerning  the  attitude  of  Chicago  real 
estate  men  toward  the  Injunction  law.  We  wrote 
three  representatives  of  large  real  estate  organi- 
zations and  prominent  real  estate  firms,  sending 
a copy  of  the  inquiry  and  requesting  them  to 
answer  directly.  All  three  responded.  Their 
letters  are  extremely  interesting  as  illustrating 
the  changed  attitude  of  the  real  estate  men  of 
Chicago.  I quote  one  from  Mr.  Wm.  Scott 
Bond,  of  Wm.  A.  Bond  & Co. : 

“At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  S.  P. 
Thrasher  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen 
in  this  City  I write  you  concerning  the 
Injunction  and  Abatement  Law. 

“I  had  some  part  in  conferences  of 
real  estate  men  with  the  Committee  of 
the  men  who  prepared  this  bill,  and  we 
made  a number  of  suggestions  which 
were  adopted  by  them  and,  I believe,  the 
bill  in  its  present  form  and  as  now  em- 
ployed by  the  Committed  of  Fifteen  is  a 
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A^ery  good  thing  and  operates  without 
undue  injury  to  property. 

“The  real  estate  men  felt,  however, 
that  a provision  for  a bond  which  should 
be  required  from  any  persons  starting 
an  injunction  suit  was  highly  necessary ; 
and,  as  to  the  period  for  closing  the 
premises,  I do  not  think  a year  is  too 
long  if  sufficient  precautions  are  placed 
about  the  cases  to  secure  a fair  trial 
and  secure  ample  previous  notice  to  the 
owners  and  agents.  The  law  can  and 
does,  I believe,  operate  here  very  well 
with  the  cooperation  of  real  estate 
agents,  and  that  attitude  is  largely  due 
to  the  policy  of  giving  the  agents  notice 
and  a fair  opportunity  for  investigation 
and  correction  of  conditions  before  any 
litigation  is  instituted.  I can  easily  see 
however  that  unless  notice  should  be 
given  to  agents  acting  in  good  faith  and 
an  opportunity  for  investigation  before 
publicity,  there  might  be  a lack  of  co- 
operation and  sympathy  between  the 
agents  and  those  seeking  to  enforce  the 
law  which  would  very  greatly  hinder  its 
operation  and  success.  This  danger 
however  has  been  avoided  by  the  plan 
of  action  adopted  by  the  Committee  of 
of  Fifteen  here.” 

I have  been  urging  real  estate  men  to  organize 
a reference  bureau  to  which  all  applicants  not 
known  to  the  renting  party  should  be  referred 
for  indorsement.  A little  more  care  on  the  part 
of  renting  agents  would  prevent  many  owners  of 
property  from  becoming  involved  in  the  mael- 
strom of  vice. 

SCATTERATION  BUGABOO 

There  are  many  men  and  a few  women  who 
are  still  so  far  behind  the  times  as  to  believe 
that  a segregated  vice  district  is  necessary  if 
Auce  is  to  be  curtailed  or  controlled  to  any 
appreciable  extent.  They  fail  to  comprehend 
the  most  potent  fact  in  the  consideration  of  this 
problem ; that  is,  segregation  does  not  segre- 
gate. The  evidence  is  overwhelming  that  the 
system  has  been  a failure  wherever  tried.  It 
is  only  a delusion  and  a snare,  and  yet  there 
are  those  in  Chicago  who  are  still  obsessed 
Avith  this  fallacious  theory.  Their  chief  argu- 
ment is  that  it  scatters  prostitution  into  re- 
spectable neighborhoods  to  their  moral  detri- 
ment. Such  an  argument  has  no  basis  in  fact 
Avorth  considering.  What  about  the  morals 
of  the  community  in  which  the  segregated 
district  is  established?  What  about  the  oppor- 
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lunity  for  graft?  What  about  the  open  flagrant 
expressions  of  vice  which  such  a plague  spot 
produces? 

It  is  not  true  that  vice  has  been  scattered 
all  over  the  city.  There  is  no  more  vice  in  the 
outlying  districts  than  there  was  when  the 
three  segregated  districts  were  running  full 
blast.  That  prostitutes  have  crept  into  respect- 
able neighborhoods  to  some  extent  is  true, 
beyond  doubt,  but  I repeat  what  I have  said 
again  and  again,  the  more  respectable  and  well- 
to-do  a neighborhood  is  the  better  equipped  it 
is  to  prevent  the  inroads  of  vice.  The  fact  is 
the  public  conscience  has  become  aroused  and 
a house  of  prostitution  in  any  locality  is  dis- 
covered and  talked  about,  and  an  eflfort  made 
to  remedy  the  evil,  while  the  same  house  would 
have  been  unnoticed  or  taken  for  granted  a 
few  years  ago.  The  man  or  woman  who  ad- 
vocates the  reestablishment  of  segregated  vice 
in  Chicago  must  do  it  from  a lack  of  knowledge 
of  the  facts,  or  from  a perverted  mind,  or  from 
pecuniar}^  interest.  There  is  no  legal,  moral,  or 
practical  justification  for  establishing  vice 
centers. 

PANDERING 

It  has  become  more  and  more  difficult  to 
secure  evidence  which  will  convict  under  the 
Pandering  law.  During  the  year  just  closed, 
the  Committee  has  assisted  the  authorities  in 
convicting  and  punishing  fourteen  panders. 
The  total  amount  of  fines  and  costs  was  fifty- 
six  hundred  dollars  ($5,600),  or  an  average  of 
four  hundred  dollars  ($400)  per  person.  The 
total  term  of  imprisonment  was  nine  and  one- 
half  (9^)  years,  or  an  average  of  eight  (8) 
months  per  person. 

VICE  PROMOTERS 

Vice  promoters  include  not  only  pimps,  pan- 
ders, prostitutes,  and  keepers  of  houses  of 
prostitution,  but  also  janitors  of  buildings, 
hotel  door  men,  elevator  men,  and  particularly 
private  chauffeurs  and  regular  drivers  for  taxi 
companies. 

Some  of  the  taxi  companies  are  taking 
drastic  means  to  control  the  evil.  It  was  our 
privilege  to  notify  one  company  concerning  six 
of  their  drivers  who  had  been  caught  piloting 
people  to  various  resorts.  The  evidence  was 
conclusive.  The  six  men  were  discharged  im- 
mediately, and  my  letter  posted  in  the  com- 
pany’s garages  with  a warding  that  every 
means  would  be  used  to  bring  to  punishment 
any  chauffeur  who  was  found  guilty  of  such 
practice.  It  had  the  immediate  effect  of  cur- 
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tailing  that  source  of  revenue  from  commer- 
cialized vice.  It  is  our  hope  that  under  the 
amendment  to  the  Pandering  law,  we  shall  be 
able  to  prosecute  chauffeurs  and  others  who 
are  guilty  of  providing  men  for  women  or 
women  for  men  for  illicit  purposes. 

SOCIAL  AGENCIES 

The  Committee  still  maintains  amicable  rela- 
tions with  other  social  service  agencies  wher- 
ever lines  of  activity  merge.  The  organization 
with  which  the  Committee  cooperates  to  a 
greater  extent  than  any  other  is  the  Juvenile 
Protective  Association.  This  cooperation  has 
worked  to  mutual  advantage  in  many 
instances. 

TRAINING  CAMPS 

The  proximity  of  several  training  camps  to  a 
big  city  like  Chicago  presents  a problem  of  great 
magnitude.  We  are  all  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  strong  stand  the  government  has  taken  toward 
minimizing  the  evil  influences  of  the  exploitation 
of  vicious  women.  About  a year  ago,  Secretary 
Daniels  said : 

“There  lies  upon  us  morally,  to  a 
degree  far  outreaching  any  technical  re- 
sponsibility, the  duty  of  leaving  nothing 
undone  to  protect  these  young  men  from 
that  contamination  of  their  bodies  which 
will  not  only  impair  their  military  ef- 
ficiency but  blast  their  lives  for  the 
future  and  return  them  to  their  homes 
a source  of  danger  to  their  families  and 
to  the  community  at  large.’’ 

About  the  same  time,  the  Secretary  of  War 
made  the  following  statement: 

“Our  responsibility  in  this  matter  is 
not  open  to  question.  We  cannot  allow 
these  young  men,  most  of  whom  will 
have  been  drafted  to  service,  to  be  sur- 
rounded by  a vicious  and  demoralizing 
environment,  nor  can  we  leave  anything 
undone  which  will  protect  them  from 
unhealthly  influences  and  crude  forms 
of  temptation.” 

These  utterances  from  the  heads  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments  have  had  a far-reaching 
effect,  and  their  ideals  have  been  followed  by 
systematic  and  practical  efforts  which  have  been 
of  world-wide  influence.  The  creation  of  the 
Commission  on  Training  Camp  Activities,  with 
Raymond  Eosdick  as  its  chairman,  was  a great 
piece  of  constructive  work. 

It  has  been  our  privilege  to  work  in  cooperative 
relations  with  Mr.  Fosdick’s  Commission.  We 
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have  made  several  investigations  at  the  Great 
Lakes  and  at  Fort  Sheridan,  and  have  sent  re- 
ports to  Washington.  The  great  advantage,  how- 
ever, of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  toward  the 
Commission’s  objective  is  its  regular  work  in 
Chicago  in  closing  houses  of  prostitution  and  dis- 
orderly resorts  which  would  corrupt  and  demoral- 
ize soldiers  and  sailors  visiting  them.  When  we 
briefly  report  nearly  three  hundred  places  against 
which  we  have  moved  effectively,  it  means  much 
toward  the  protection  of  soldiers  and  sailors  from 
the  contamination  of  immoral  women.  That  this 
work  is  appreciated  is  shown  by  the  following 
letters : 

On  November  16,  a letter  from  the  lieutenant 
commander  at  the  naval  training  station  said : 

“We  are  very  grateful  for  the  effec- 
tive cooperation  being  rendered  by  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen  in  protecting  our 
recruits  from  the  pernicious  influences 
of  saloons  and  other  vicious  resorts, 
and  will  greatly  appreciate  receiving 
from  you  from  time  to  time  any  infor- 
mation considered  by  you  to  be  of  value 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  keepers  of  such 
resorts  as  well  as  in  taking  appropriate 
action  with  reference  to  the  enlisted  men 
involved.” 

On  November  22,  another  letter  acknowledging 
certain  information  which  I had  sent  to  the  com- 
mandant,  read: 

“Replying  to  your  letter  of  November 
17th,  the  Commandant  directs  me  to  ex- 
press his  appreciation  of  the  work 
which  your  committee  is  doing  in  regard 
to  the  betterment  of  conditions  in  Chi- 
cago. Such  work  is  of  a very  distinct 
service  to  the  Government,  wherever  it 
helps  to  protect  the  men  of  the  Army 
and  of  the  Navy. 

“I  am  enclosing  herewith  the  letters 
and  pictures  which  were  forwarded  by 
you.  The  names  of  the  men  concerned 
have  been  noted  and  the  proper  dis- 
ciplinary action  will  be  taken.” 

On  November  24,  Chairman  Fosdick  wrote  as 
follows : 

“I  was  very  glad  to  receive  your  re- 
port of  November  13th,  and  have  read  it 
with  interest,  particularly  that  portion 
of  it  relating  to  Training  Camps  on 
page  10.  I believe  your  organization  is 
rendering  efficient  service  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  efforts  to  keep  Chicago  as 
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clean  as  it  is  humanly  possible.  Keep 
up  the  good  work.” 

On  December  28,  Walter  Clarke,  director  of 
social  hygiene  instruction  of  the  Commission, 
wrote : 

“You  know,  of  course,  what  we  think 
here  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen’s 
work  and  that  the  Commission  on 
Training  Camp  Activities  regards  your 
work  as  of  very  great  importance  in 
keeping  conditions  about  our  camps  and 
training  stations  in  Illinois  free  from 
immoral  and  dangerous  influences.” 

In  addition  to  the  Committee  being  in  direct 
communication  with  the  central  Commission  in 
Washington  and  the  commandants  of  the  near- 
by camps,  it  has  been  in  close  touch  with  the 
State  Council  of  Defense,  the  Woman’s  Com- 
mittee of  that  Council,  and  the  Committee  on 
War  Time  Activities  of  the  Chicago  Church  Fed- 
eration. Apparently  the  work  of  the  Committee 
has  been  appreciated  by  these  organizations. 

On  November  24,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Juvenile  Protective  Association,  the  Moody  Insti- 
tute, the  Northwestern  University,  and  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  I caused  an  investi- 
gation to  be  made  covering  the  loop  district  fairly 
well,  and  the  north,  south,  and  west  sides  of  the 
city  partially,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  soldiers 
and  sailors  visiting  saloons  on  leave  of  absence. 
The  results  were  given  in  detail  to  your  president 
and  copies  furnished  to  the  State  Council  of 
Defense  and  to  the  chairman  of  the  Commission 
on  Training  Camp  Activities. 

In  addition  to  the  cooperative  relations,  as 
above  mentioned,  the  Committee  has  been 
coming  into  closer  relation  with  the  local 
federal  authorities  and  has  been  cooperating 
recently  to  the  end  that  seven  cases  are  now 
held  under  bond  before  the  federal  court  upon 
evidence  furnished  by  our  investigators.  In 
these  cases  the  offenders  are  held  for  violating 
the  federal  liquor  law.  The  Committee  asked 
federal  aid,  however,  because  they  were  keep- 
ing houses  of  prostitution.  If  they  are  pun- 
ished as  the  law  provides,  it  will  aid  much 
toward  suppressing  commercialized  vice. 

CHICAGO’S  CONSCIENCE 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  evidence  of  an 
awakened  conscience  concerning  the  vice  situ- 
ation. That  conscience  was  startled  into  ac- 
tivity by  the  report  of  the  Vice  Commission  in 
1911.  A close  observer  must  be  convinced 
that  Chicago’s  conscience  has  not  been  stilled 
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since,  but  has  gradually  developed  into  an 
intensity  and  interest  producing  concrete  re- 
sults for  moral  betterment. 

CONCLUSION 

The  foregoing  facts  should  hearten  all  those 
who  are  working  for  a better  city  in  which  to 
live  and  rear  their  children. 

With  faith  in  the  God  of  Righteousness,  and 
with  courage  because  of  its  accomplishments, 
the  Committee  of  Fifteen  should  continue  to 
lead  the  forces  of  virtue  against  those  of  vice 
and  move  on  toward  its  goal,  the  ultimate 
suppression  of  commercialized  prostitution  in 
Chicago. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  THRASHER, 

Superintendent. 
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Will  you  kindly  fill  in  one  of  these  pledge  cards,  and  invite  a friend  to  do  likewise  with  the  other? 
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A VISION  BY  THE  PRESIDENT 

It  is  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction  that  I 
express  the  appreciation  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen  of  your  presence  at  another  annual 
meeting.  Through  those  of  you  who  are  dele- 
gates, we  would  thank  the  organizations  you 
represent  for  their  sympathy,  co-operation  and 
stimulating  influence  during  the  year  that  has 
passed.  To  our  supporters,  and,  therefore,  co- 
laborers, we  extend  a deep,  hearty  and  genuine 
welcome.  You  always  have  received  our  rep- 
resentatives with  unfailing  courtesy  and  kind- 
ness. Your  quick  response  to  our  needs  has 
been  an  encouragement  and  inspiration. 

Since  the  armistice  was  signed  in  Europe, 
new  thoughts  are  being  forced  upon  our  at- 
tention through  conversation,  discussion  and 
the  printed  page.  They  are  being  summed  up 
in  these  words : 

“Reconstruction,  a New  Era.’’ 

What  is  it  we  are  to  reconstruct  and  how? 
What  is  it  we  see  as  we  stand  upon  the  thresh- 
old of  the  new  era,  hesitating  to  enter,  because 
out  of  the  turmoil  and  strife  of  war  we  think 
we  sense  a loftier  level  of  ideals  that  demands 
higher  standards  and  better  purposes  in  life? 
The  answer  to  these  questions  lies  in  another: 

“What  are  the  lessons  we  have  learned  from 
the  violence  and  bloodshed  from  which  we 
have  just  emerged?” 

We  faced  the  problem  of  meeting  the  armies 
of  Germany  and  Austria ; we  examined  the 
young  men  of  our  nation ; we  gathered  them 
out  of  the  east,  west,  north  and  south ; they 
were  clothed,  fed,  trained  and  cared  for  that 
they  might  reach  the  highest  physical  and 
mental  development.  No  effort  was  spared  to 
bring  out  the  best  in  them.  They  were  shel- 
tered from  all  that  would  debase,  degrade  or 
render  inefficient.  They  had  a task  to  perform, 
a gigantic  task,  for  the  life  and  honor  of  the 
nation  was  at  stake.  They  must  be  fit. 

Because  of  this  have  we  gained  a new  under- 
standing of  the  value  of  a man  ? 

We  faced  the  organization  of  all  industry 
and  the  routine,  drill  and  discipline  of  the 

2 


/ - 

camp ; the  necessity  of  making  mobile  large 
bodies  of  men;  the  obvious  need  of  concen- 
trated authority  and  power. 

Has  the  military  and  patriotic  spirit  brought 
us  to  a place  of  appreciation  and  respect  for 
law  and  government,  and  a willingness  to 
submit  to  both  that  is  above  and  beyond  our 
willingness  prior  to  the  war? 

We  have  seen  our  nation  rise  in  its  might; 
make  the  impossible  possible ; change  a cam- 
paign from  retreat  to  advance ; win  victory 
and  then  take  its  seat  at  the  peace  conference 
respected  and  honored  by  all  the  world.  A 
great  achievement,  truly. 

But  does  it  give  us  a new  understanding  of 
the  value  and  place  of  our  nation?  Has  it 
Americanized  us? 

As  a people  it  is  said,  “We  are  not  as  we 
were  four  years  ago  or  even  two  years  ago ; 
viewpoints  have  altered ; standards  have  been 
advanced ; more  is  expected  of  us.”  If  this  be 
so,  if  the  change  has  come  and  is  to  be  lasting, 
we  must  see  it  not  only  in  the  nation  but  per- 
meating the  state,  the  county  and  township, 
the  city  and  hamlet,  the  individual.  For  we 
well  know  it  is  only  as  the  individual  is  strong 
and  possessed  of  high  ideals  that  the  city  or 
nation  can  be  what  we  expect  it  to  be. 

In  the  coming  new  era  will  a man  be  worth 
more  to  the  nation  as  a soldier  than  as  a citi- 
zen? Will  he  in  the  camp  or  on  the  field  of 
battle  be  of  greater  value  than  in  the  home  or 
the  commercial  life  of  our  country?  If  it  is 
essential  that  he  should  be  protected  from  the 
woman  of  the  street  and  the  brothel  while 
wearing  the  khaki,  shall  we  provide  no  barrier 
to  commercialized  vice,  immorality  and  result- 
ing disease  in  civilian  life? 

These  are  searching  questions  requiring  seri- 
ous'thought  and  demanding  honest  answers. 

If  we  are  a changed  people,  if  our  standards 
have  been  raised,  if  we  have  passed  out  of  the 
old  into  the  new,  does  not  the  work  of  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen  awaken  a new  interest? 
Does  it  not  arouse  a new  enthusiasm  as  we 
seek  to  remove  temptation  from  our  boys  and 
girls,  to  keep  our  men  fit  for  the  daily  task  and 
to  encourage  our  municipality  to  strive  for 
higher  ideals? 

We  believe  it  does  and  that  you  and  we 
more  loyally  and  unitedly  than  ever  will  do 
what  we  can  to  minimize  the  evil  against  which 
we  strive. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 
OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FIFTEEN 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
APRIL  30,  1919. 

Mr.  President,  Officers,  Directors,  Members  and 

Friends  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen: 

The  Injunction  and  Abatement  Law  has  been 
the  Committee’s  most  effective  weapon  during 
the  year  just  closed.  The  Committee  sent  one 
hundred  thirty-seven  informal  notices  to  owners 
on  evidence  of  immoral  practices  in  their  prop- 
erty that  constituted  a public  nuisance.  One  hun- 
dred twenty-three  have  heeded  the  first  notice, 
making  further  action  unnecessary.  Fourteen 
owners  were  defiant  or  careless,  in  most  cases  I 
think  careless,  and  we  sent  the  formal  notice. 
This  was  so  effective  that  only  one  temporary 
injunction  was  secured.  Recently  each  of  the  one 
hundred  thirty-seven  places  has  been  checked  off 
with  the  following  results : Eighty-one  tenants 

have  moved;  in  fifty-five  places  conditions  have 
been  so  changed  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  in- 
criminating evidence ; in  one  place  only  was 
evidence  of  any  kind  obtained,  and  that  insuffi- 
cient to  warrant  action  without  corroboration.  I 
am  not  assuming  that  none  of  the  one  hundred 
thirty-six  places  is  still  being  used  in  violation 
of  law,  but  I do  state  that  the  Committee’s  action 
has  had  such  an  influence  as  to  make  it  impos- 
sible so  far  for  our  investigators  to  procure  evi- 
dence sufficient  to  warrant  further  action  against 
any  one  of  them. 

Three  permanent  injunctions  were  secured 
against  properties  where  the  temporary  injunc- 
tions were  granted  before  the  beginning  of  the 
fiscal  year.  There  are  pending  in  court  two  bills 
in  equity  for  permanent  injunctions.  One  case 
is  before  the  Supreme  Court  on  appeal.  There 
are  also  two  contempt  cases  pending. 

The  increasing  effectiveness  of  the  injunction 
method  is  indicated  by  the  following  facts : 

During  the  year  ended  April  go,  1917,  thirty 
per  cent  of  those  receiving  the  informal  notice 
instituted  correctional  measures  without  further 
action  by  the  committee.  During  the  year  ended 
April  go,  1918,  seventy-six  per  cent  heeded  the 
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warning.  During  the  year  covered  by  this  report 
ninety  per  cent  promptly  responded. 

FEDERAL  ASSISTANCE 

The  Federal  authorities  responded  to  two 
appeals  from  our  Committee  for  assistance  to 
check  the  increasing'  tide  of  vice  as  it  appeared 
in  May  and  September. 

In  the  first  instance  conditions  had  become  in- 
tolerable in  Burnham.  It  was  reported  that 
nearly  a dozen  places  there  had  taken  on  ^ a 
semblance  of  the  old  south  side  segregated  dis- 
trict and  were  becoming  a menace  to  soldiep 
and  sailors.  Your  superintendent  made  a trip 
to  Washington  with  this  Burnham  situation  chief 
among  the  objects  of  his  visit.  On  returning  to 
Chicago  he  went  with  Lieut.  Edwin  R.  Beck- 
with, representing  the  Army,  and  Chief  Master 
at  Arms  Oliver  A.  Pollard,  representing  the 
Navy,  to  seek  the  co-operation  of  the  States  At- 
torney. Mr.  Eloyne  served  notice  on  the  keepers 
that  law  breaking  must  cease  at  once.  There- 
upon more  than  two  hundred  immoral  women 
left  Burnham.  For  a time  conditions  there  re- 
mained much  better.  Recently  they  have  be- 
come flagrant.  Through  the  Sheriff’s  office 
raids  have  been  made.  Injunctions  have  issued 
through  the  Attorney  General’s  office  and 
many  of  the  places  have  been  closed  by  order 
of  the  Court,  it  is  hoped  permanently.  In  this 
connection  I wish  to  say  that  it  is  gratifying 
indeed  to  find  Sheriff  Peters  willing  to  co-operate 
with  the  Committee  to  the  limit  of  his  ability. 
He  is  doing  much  on  his  own  motion  to  eliminate 
vice  and  crime  in  the  outlying  districts  and  has 
offered  to  co-operate  with  the  Committee  within 
the  city  limits  wherever  practicable. 

On  May  25,  1918,  Major  Funkhouser,  Sec- 
ond Deputy  of  Police,  was  suspended  by  Acting 
Chief  of  Police  John  H.  Alcock  and  taken  before 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  of  the  City  of 
Chicago  on  a general  charge  of  inefficiency. 
The  Second  Deputy  was  represented  by  Mr. 
John  S.  Miller  and  Mr.  Vincent  D.  Wyman  as 
leading  counsel,  who  volunteered  their  services 
without  compensation.  Associated  with  them 
were  the  Messrs.  Philip  McKenna,  Joseph  F. 
Grossman  and  John  H.  Lyle.  It  was  and  is  the 
opinion  of  every  one  of  these  imminent  lawyers, 
as  well  as  of  several  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Fifteen  who  attended  the  trial,  that  evidence 
upon  which  to  base  a single  one  of  the  allegations 
against  the  Second  Deputy  was  lacking.  Mem- 
bers and  employes  of  our  Committee  testified  in 
behalf  of  the  Major.  The  upshot  of  the  case  was 
the  removal  of  the  Second  Deputy  on  July  31. 
His  counsel  were  not  even  permitted  to  make  the 
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usual  arguments.  The  rulings  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  on  the  admis- 
sion of  evidence  were  considered  remarkable ; 
and,  after  it  was  all  over,  this  Chairman  himself, 
’Mr.  Charles  E.  Frazier,  was  appointed  by  Acting 
Chief  Alcock  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
discharge  of  Major  Funkhouser. 

Major  Funkhouser’s  Counsel  applied  to  the 
courts  for  a writ  of  certiorari  for  a review  of  the 
case.  The  court  granted  the  writ.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  Major  and  his  aids  will  be  reinstated. 

Immediately  following  the  suspension  of  the 
Major,  apparently  anticipating  the  result  of  his 
trial,  vice  began  to  show  its  head  in  all  divisions 
of  the  city,  most  flagrantly  on  the  south  side  in 
and  near  the  old  segregated  district.  In  three 
months  our  Committee  secured  sufficient  evidence 
to  warrant  sending  thirty-seven  informal  notices 
to  owners  of  property  in  that  district.  This  is 
three  times  as  many  as  were  sent  in  a like  period 
prior  to  May  25. 

Street  soliciting  and  conditions  in  certain  cab- 
arets and  saloons  gave  evidence  of  an  alarming 
influx  of  vice.  On  August  26  I informed  the 
Morals  Inspector  of  conditions,  citing  specific 
cases.  I told  him  I was  preparing  a report  to 
Washington  supporting  an  appeal  for  Federal 
assistance,  if  something  was  not  done  to  correct 
conditions.  On  the  following  Saturday  night, 
August  31,  the  reports  of  our  investigators 
showed  the  situation  to  be  even  worse  than  for- 
merly. The  Tribune  sent  out  several  reporters 
who  corroborated  the  evidence  of  our  investi- 
gators. 

On  Tuesday,  September  3,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Advisory  Board,  I wrote  letters  to  the  Sec- 
retaries of  War  and  Navy  regarding  the  vice 
situation  as  affecting  soldiers  and  sailors  visiting 
Chicago  on  leave  from  the  camps  and  invited 
Federal  aid,  pledging  the  assistance  of  our  Com- 
mittee. 

Secretary  Daniels  responded  as  follows: 

“My  dear  Mr.  Thrasher : 

“I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  let- 
ter of  September  3 and  for  the  clippings 
from  the  Chicago  Tribune.  I am  taking 
this  matter  up  and  shall  be  glad  to 
co-operate  with  you  and  the  authorities, 
and  will  direct  the  Commandant  of  the 
Naval  Training  Station  at  Chicago  to  do 
likewise. 

“I  am  also  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Commission  on  Training  Camp 
Activities.” 
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The  Juvenile  Protective  Association  also  ap- 
pealed to  Secretary  Daniels. 

Captain  Moffett  of  the  Great  Lakes  Training 
Station  very  promptly  appointed  a board  of  in- 
quiry which  was  supplemented  by  two  army 
officers,  Captain  Robinson  and  Lieutenant  Beck- 
with. An  investigation  of  conditions  was  carried 
on  for  several  weeks.  As  soon  as  it  became 
known  that  a Federal  inquiry  was  on,  the  Acting 
Chief  of  Police  called  in  all  his  captains  and  told 
them  they  would  be  suspended  if  vice  was  found 
in  their  districts.  The  Federal  authorities  be- 
came unusually  active.  Captain  Anderson,  with 
authority  from  the  War  Department,  came  here 
and  interviewed  Federal,  State  and  Municipal 
officials.  He  made  clear  to  them  that  the  gov- 
ernment demanded  a close  supervision  of  vice  to 
protect  soldiers  and  sailors  from  contamination 
by  immoral  women  and  from  intoxicating  liquors. 

At  no  time  during  the  last  six  years  have  our 
investigators  found  it  so  difficult  to  obtain  evi- 
dence against  houses  of  prostitution  as  during  the 
two  months  following  our  appeal  to  the  Federal 
authorities. 

TELEPHONE  COMPANY  ASSISTS 

About  three  years  ago  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  a conference  with  the  officials  of  the 
Chicago  Telephone  Company  regarding  the  legal 
and  moral  responsibility  of  that  corporation  in 
contracting  for  and  maintaining  telephones  in 
houses  of  prostitution.  We  obtained  from  the 
Telephone  Company  the  promise  that  it  would 
remove  telephones  upon  the  request  of  the  Chief 
of  Police  and  would  refuse  to  install  telephones 
in  places  where  satisfactory  evidence  was  forth- 
coming to  prove  that  they  were  houses  of  pros- 
titution. 

Chief  Gleason  and  Chief  Schuettler  made 
many  applications  for  removal  of  telephones 
based  on  sufficient  evidence.  I remember  Chief 
Gleason  showing  me  a list  of  twenty-five  places 
from  which  telephones  had  been  removed  at  his 
request. 

LACK  OF  POLICE  CO-OPERATION 

It  is  regrettable  that  an  honest  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee  to  check  the  influx  of  vice, 
so  noticeable  as  to  cause  considerable  newspaper 
publicity,  aroused  more  or  less  hostility  toward 
the  Committee  on  the  part  of  certain  high  police 
officials.  When,  our  attitude  became  known  the 
co-operation  which  we  had  hitherto  experienced 
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with  the  police  department  ceased.  The  Com- 
mittee has  had  practically  no  co-operation  from 
the  department  during  the  entire  year.  But  in 
the  year  before,  viz.,  the  year  ended  April  30, 
1918,  the  Committee  enjoyed  amicable  relations 
with  the  police.  Chief  Schuettler,  Captain  West- 
brook and  Major  Funkhouser  were  pleased  to 
assist  and  to  receive  assistance.  During  that 
year  the  evidence  in  one  hundred  twenty-seven 
places,  out  of  two  hundred  seventy  which  the 
Committee  proceeded  against,  was  wholly  or  in 
part  obtained  by  the  police.  During  the  summer 
months  of  1917,  Chief  Schuettler  requested  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen  to  serve  notices  under  the 
Injunction  Law  upon  forty-three  owners,  and 
offered  to  furnish  the  evidence,  if  the  cases  came 
to  trial.  No  such  requests  have  come  from  the 
police  department  during  the  last  year.  In  only 
six  of  one  hundred  thirty-seven  cases  dealt  with 
by  the  Committee  was  the  evidence  in  any  degree 
based  upon  police  initiative. 

PANDERING 

The  Committee  has  rendered  assistance  in 
twelve  cases  of  pandering ; fines  amounting  to 
$3,750.00  were  imposed,  making  an  average  of 
$312.50  a person.  The  total  term  of  imprison- 
ment of  nine  persons  was  five  years  and  nine 
months,  which  averages  seven  months  and  twenty 
days  each. 

CANARY  COTTAGE 

The  Canary  Cottage  at  3841-45  Cottage  Grove 
Avenue  was  controlled  by  Ed  Weiss  and  his 
brother,  Louis  Weiss,  two  of  the  most  notorious 
vice  promoters  in  Chicago.  Unable  to  secure  a 
liquor  license  themselves  because  of  their  record 
as  women  traffickers,  they  set  up  three  different 
dummies  to  procure  one.  We  were  successful  in 
opposing  them.  The  place  remained  vacant  for 
more  than  a year.  Then,  on  condition  that  the 
Weisses  be  eliminated  and  have  no  connection 
with  the  business,  a license  was  granted  to  one 
Suranyi.  After  several  hearings  we  finally  ob- 
tained a promise  from  the  Corporation  Counsel’s 
office,  that  the  license  would  be  revoked,  if  the 
Weisses  had  anything  to  do  with  the  place. 
We  proved  conclusively  that  the  Weisses  con- 
trolled the  place  all  of  the  time,  but  instead  of 
revoking  the  license  the  Corporation  Coun- 
sel recommended  that  a new  lease  of  life  be 
given  upon  a reassurance  that  the  Weisses  had 
been  eliminated  financially  and  otherwise.  In 
spite  of  a vigorous  protest  from  our  Committee 
the  license  was  reissued,  still  with  the  under- 
standing that  if  we  proved  connection  of  the 
Weisses  with  the  resort,  it  would  be  revoked. 
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We  procured  ample  evidence  that  the  place  was 
not  only  being  managed  by  Weiss,  but  that  the 
law  was  being  openly  and  defiantly  violated  and 
that  the  place  was  a resort  for  prostitutes. 
The  reissuance  of  the  license  was  refused  and 
mandamus  proceedings  were  instituted  to  compel 
the  Mayor  to  issue  it.  Captain  Robinson,  who 
represented  the  War  Department  through  the 
Commission  on  Training  Camp  Activities,  be- 
came interested  in  this  case.  Just  previous  to 
the  last  hearing  he  took  to  Assistant  Corporation 
Counsel  Breen  a statement  from  our  Committee 
giving  a list  of  witnesses  with  a brief  synopsis 
of  what  each  would  testify  to.  Thereupon,  the 
mandamus  proceeding  was  dismissed  without  a 
hearing.  The  Canary  Cottage  has  been  closed 
for  several  months,  much  to  the  relief  and  im- 
provement of  the  neighborhood. 

LOOP  HOTELS 

One  of  the  perplexing  problems  the  Commit- 
tee has  to  deal  with  is  the  conduct  of  some  of 
the  loop  hotels  which  maintain  an  air  of  respecta- 
bility but  furnish  opportunities  for  law-breaking 
and  immorality.  Such  a hotel  was  complained 
of  last  winter.  Our  investigators  corroborated 
the  information.  We  notified  the  owners  who 
were  loath  to  believe  the  reports,  but,  upon  being 
convinced  of  their  reliability,  they  took  imme- 
diate action  to  correct  conditions.  Within  forty- 
eight  hours  from  the  time  our  report  was  received 
four  employes  were  discharged  and  seven  women 
left  the  place.  The  owners  are  employing  de- 
tectives to  keep  the  place  under  surveillance. 
This  is  one  of  the  many  places  where  conditions 
were  corrected  without  court  procedure. 

THE  VESTIBULE 

The  most  desperately  fought  case  we  have  had 
is  the  one  now  pending  against  the  Vestibule  at 
22nd  and  State  Streets,  kept  by  Benjamin  Zel- 
lern,  or  “Polock  Ben.”  The  place  has  a bad 
reputation.  It  was  one  of  the  resorts  of  note 
in  the  palmy  days  of  the  south  side  vice  district. 
We  proceeded  against  the  Vestibule  by  obtaining 
a temporary  injunction  and  filing  a bill  in  equity. 
In  addition  to  this  case  we  thought  best  to  bring 
also  a criminal  case.  The  favorite  method  of  de- 
fense used  by  the  underworld  was  resorted  to, 
viz : a change  of  venue  was  asked  and  granted 
upon  an  affidavit  filed  by  one  Harry  Baker  ob- 
jecting to  eighteen  judges  on  the  ground  that 
Zellern  could  not  have  a fair  trial  before  any  one 
of  them.  The  case  was  finally  assigned  to  a 
judge  against  whom  the  defendant  made  no  ob- 
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jection.  He  was  acquitted  in  the  criminal  case. 
His  counsel  has  been  making  a strong  plea  that 
this  acquittal  of  Zellern  should  bar  further  pro- 
cedure against  the  property  under  the  Injunction 
and  Abatement  Law.  Mr.  Godman,  of  our  coun- 
sel, took  a strong  stand  against  that  contention. 
The  case  is  pending.  We  also  sought  and  ob- 
tained a rule  for  contempt  for  violating  the  in- 
junction. This  with  the  other  case  is  still  unde- 
cided. 

STREET  SOLICITING 

Much  could  be  said  about  the  fluctuation  and 
gradual  diminution  of  street  soliciting  in  Chicago. 
Six  years  ago,  hundreds,  if  not  thousands  of 
professional  prostitutes  were  plying  their  trade 
in  all  parts  of  the  city.  Today  it  is  possible  for 
one  to  go  from  South  Chicago  to  Evanston  and 
not  be  met  by  a woman  who  by  her  looks  or  acts 
would  reveal  her  identity  as  a prostitute.  There 
are  times  when  they  become  bold  and  solicit  more 
or  less  openly,  but  nowhere  in  Chicago  are  dis- 
solute women  continually  flaunting  vice  in  the 
face  of  decency. 

THE  COMMITTEE’S  WIDE  INFLUENCE 

Appeals  for  advice  concerning  organized  effort 
looking  to  the  suppression  of  vice  have  come  to 
us  from  a majority  of  the  states  and  from  eight 
foreign  countries.  In  response  to  these  appeals 
we  have  sent  our  annual  report  and  answered 
specific  questions  whenever  possible.  We  have 
assisted  in  many  instances  to  form  organizations 
based  upon  the  plan  and  policy  adopted  by  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen. 

OWNERS  AND  AGENTS  CO-OPERATE 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  continued 
co-operation  with  owners  and  agents.  When  our 
policy  of  notifying  owners  and  agents  under  the 
Injunction  Law,  that  their  property  was  being 
used  for  immoral  purposes,  was  first  adopted  it 
made  many  of  them  see  red,  and  we  were  met 
with  violent  protestations  and  opposition.  Now, 
it  is  seldom  that  an  owner  or  an  agent  protests 
against  the  information. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

The  limited  space  to  which  I must  confine  this 
report  will  not  permit  me  to  say  what  ought  to 
be  said  about  the  woeful  consequences  of 
venereal  diseases.  Their  ravages  upon  public 
health,  resulting  directly  or  indirectly  from  pro- 
fessional prostitution,  should  give  just  cause  for 
alarm.  If  for  no  other  reason  than  that  of  public 
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health,  prostitution  should  be  suppressed.  The 
Committee  of  Fifteen,  while  primarily  not  active 
in  fighting  diseases,  is  co-operating  with  organi- 
zations which  make  that  worthy  work  their  chief 
business. 

EMPLOYES 

Mr.  Langdon,  who  served  the  Committee  faith- 
fully for  four  years  as  assistant  superintendent, 
found  it  to  his  advantage  to  take  another  posi- 
tion. His  place  has  been  filled  by  C.  C.  Dejong, 
who  is  measuring  up  to  the  requirements  with 
satisfaction.  The  entire  force  is  working  in 
harmony  and  manifesting  a spirit  of  loyalty 
which  bespeaks  success ; and  our  thanks  are  due 
them. 

CONCLUSION 

Vice  has  not  been  eliminated  from  Chicago.  It 
has  been  repressed  to  a remarkable  degree.  But 
there  never  was  a time  when  increased  activity 
and  renewed  vigilance  were  more  needed  than 
right  now,  when  our  boys  from  the  Army  and 
Navy  are  returning  in  such  great  numbers.  We 
are  all  proud  of  what  the  Eederal  Government 
has  done  toward  minimizing  the  ravages  of 
venereal  diseases  among  men  in  the  service.  It 
would  be  a crime  against  the  government,  against 
society  and  against  the  boys  who  are  returning 
to  home  and  civil  life  to  leave  anything  undone 
that  can  be  done  to  protect  them  from  things 
worse  than  poison  gas,  machine  gun  bullets  and 
shrapnel. 

In  what  I have  said  about  the  police  I want 
to  be  understood  as  not  condemning  the  whole 
department.  I always  have  maintained  that  from 
eighty  to  ninety  per  cent  of  the  men  on  the  force 
were  honest  and  would  do  good  work,  if  the  pace 
were  set  for  them  by  their  superiors,  and  if  they 
were  not  interfered  with  by  political  hucksters. 
It  is  a downright  shame  that  the  honest  men  on 
the  force  have  to  bear  the  odium  of  dishonor 
forced  upon  them  by  a small  minority.  The 
policeman’s  uniform  and  badge  should  inspire 
pride  and  loyalty  instead  of  being  viewed  with 
suspicion  as  they  often  are. 

When  Chief  Garrity  assumed  the  duties  of  his 
office  the  force  was  badly  disorganized  and  de- 
moralized. He  has  the  most  difficult  official  posi- 
tion in  Chicago.  He  needs  all  of  the  assistance 
that  can  be  given  him  by  good  citizens  as  he 
endeavors  to  get  control  of  the  police  department 
and  tries  to  make  k function  toward  reducing 
vice  and  crime. 

I wish  to  express  appreciation  of  the  support 
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given  me  by  Mr.  Crowell,  Mr.  Rosenwald  and 
Mr.  Sims  of  the  Advisory  Board,  and  by  all  the 
Directors.  It  is  only  because  of  their  wise  coun- 
sel and  service  in  and  out  of  season  that  your 
Superintendent  is  able  to  report  so  full  and 
fruitful  a year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  THRASHER, 

Superintendent. 
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VALUE  OF  ORGANIZED  CIVILIAN  AID 
TO  THE  ARMY 

ADDRESS  OF  GEN.  JAMES  A.  RYAN  AT 

THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  COM- 
MITTEE OF  FIFTEEN,  MAY  16.  1919. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  young’  man  who  enlists  in  the  U.  S.  Serv- 
ice is  passed  from  the  recruiting  depot  to  a com- 
pany of  infantry,  a troop  of  cavalry  or  a battery 
of  artillery.  His  instructor,  his  guardian,  the 
officer  immediately  responsible  for  this  young 
man’s  conduct  is  his  captain.  More  remotely 
responsible  is  his  regimental  commander  who  is 
after  commander  of  the  military  post.  This 
captain’s  first  idea  is  to  make  of  that  man  an 
efficient  soldier,  a man  who  will  respond  to  his 
commands  on  the  field  of  battle,  the  goal  towards 
which  all  military  training  strives.  The  captain 
trains  this  soldier  to  make  of  him  the  highest 
type  of  physical  man.  He  prescribes  his  baths, 
he  inspects  his  clothing,  his  bedding,  his  meals, 
the  ventilation  of  his  quarters,  he  even  insists 
that  barbers  who  give  him  a shave,  sterilize 
razors,  combs,  cups  and  brushes  to  guard  him 
from  any  contamination  that  might  injure  his 
health.  The  soldier  who  is  useful  to  that  cap- 
tain is  the  one  who  is  physically  healthy  and 
strong;  the  invalid  soldier,  the  wounded  soldier 
is  a detriment  to  any  army  for  he  is  a non- 
efifective  and  he  requires  one  or  more  non-ef- 
fectives to  care  for  him.  The  question  of  suc- 
cess in  war  depends  on  many  factors,  not  the 
least  is  transportation  and  every  pound  needed 
to  support  non-efifectives  is  a pound  taken  from 
the  support  of  a sound  soldier,  the  only  kind  that 
win  battles.  To  more  securely  preserve  this 
fighting  machine,  while  the  captain  has  him  in 
his  company  training  him  for  the  supreme  test, 
every  possible  source  of  infection  is  closed.  He 
is  vaccinated  for  small  pox,  typhoid  fever,  para- 
typhoid and  pneumonia,  every  precaution  is 
taken  to  preserve  his  health  and  to  make  him 
a sound  healthy  man.  As  long  as  that  man  re- 
mains in  the  garrison  which  is  controlled  by  his 
officers,  he  is  reasonably  safe ; but  let  him  go  on 
leave  even  for  a day,  he  passes  from  the  pro- 
tecting care  of  his  officers  and  goes  to  the  city 
where  that  protecting  care  cannot  follow  him. 
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A soldier  must  have  periods  of  relaxation  as 
well  as  other  men  and  he  welcomes  a pass  that 
enables  him  to  visit  the  nearest  town  or  city  and 
throw  off  the  restraint  that  holds  him  to  strict 
military  discipline.  He  visits  the  city  for  a day 
or  perhaps  for  an  evening,  a city  where  he  is 
unknown,  even  acquaintances  he  has  none  and 
his  only  refuge  are  places  of  amusement,  the 
moving  picture  show,  the  dance  hall;  the  saloon, 
the  gambling  den.  Men  in  the  flower  of  youth 
have  implanted  in  their  breasts  desires  and  pas- 
sions, the  strongest  of  the  human  heart.  The 
soldiers,  herded  together  in  companies  with  none 
but  male  companionship,  have  few  opportunities 
to  meet  young  women,  such  as  they  knew  in 
their  own  homes.  They  crave  women’s  society 
the  same  as  other  men,  it  is  natural  for  them  to 
desire  to  meet  the  opposite  sex,  to  enjoy  their 
company,  to  satisfy  the  longing  they  feel,  for 
every  young  man  and  every  young  woman, 
whether  they  admit  it  or  not,  look  into  the  eyes 
of  everyone  they  meet  to  see  if  they  can  read 
the  answering  look  that  will  tell  them  they  have 
met  the  one  person  with  whom  they  should  be 
joined.  Where  can  the  soldier  find  the  society 
of  young  women  when  they  visit  a city?  They 
have  no  means  provided  and  hence  they  make 
their  acquaintances  only  where  it  is  possible,  on 
the  street.  The  soldier  is  limited  to  one  class  of 
women,  the  class  easiest  to  meet  because  they 
gain  their  living  by  meeting  strange  men. 

THE  CITY— ITS  LURE 

In  the  city  certain  districts  which  have  been 
given  over  to  vice  are  sure  to  attract  the  soldier. 
He  is  away  from  home,  the  restraining  influence 
of  parents  is  removed  and  the  guiding  hand  of 
his  officers  is  temporarily  removed.  The  way 
is  made  easy  for  him  to  meet  these  women,  it 
may  be  first  in  a dance  hall  or  in  a saloon  or 
cafe.  Once  he  finds  the  way,  he  is  lost  to  better 
influence  or  to  better  women,  he  feels  the  moral 
drop  of  his  associations  and  he  no  longer  seeks 
the  society  of  pure  women  where  he  would  feel 
awkward,  he  avoids  them  and  soon  he  associates 
only  with  the  fallen  ones. 

PROTECTION  FOR  HIM  AND  FOR 
YOUNG  MEN  IN  CIVIL  LIFE 

What  protection  can  be  expected  for  the  sol- 
dier in  the  city  when  no  protection  is  thrown 
out  to  safeguard  his  city  brother.  It  is  true  the 
young  man  of  the  city  has  home  influences  to 
make  him  shun  dissolute  women  but  the  lure  is 
there,  open  and  inviting,  to  overcome  his  strong 
resolutions,  to  appeal  to  his  weakness,  the  way 
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to  destruction  is  made  easy.  As  long  as  the  city 
tolerates  such  conditions,  the  army  commanders 
in  nearby  posts  are  powerless  to  protect  their 
soldiers  from  its  devastating  influence,  the  offi- 
cers’ power  of  protection  terminates  as  soon  as 
the  soldier  leaves  the  reservation,  the  evils  that' 
exist  in  the  city  can  be  reached  only  by  the  con- 
stituted city  authorities. 

LAXITY  OF  MUNICIPAL  AUTHORITIES 

In  the  past,  municipal  governments  have  not 
given  their  devoted  attention  to  the  protection 
of  their  young  men  and  young  women,  the  most 
priceless  crop  that  yearly  comes  to  maturity. 
There  have  been  efforts  at  times,  often  along 
wrong  lines  which  did  little  good  and  the  old 
evil  remained.  In  addition  to  municipal  assist- 
ance and  supporting  it,  there  must  be  a strong 
public  determination  to  bring  about  results.  The 
army  cannot  of  itself  procure  this,  the  municipal 
authorities  cannot  effect  it  alone,  it  requires  an 
enlightened  public  sentiment  to  resolve  that  this 
active  distributor  of  disease  shall  be  eradicated, 
that  our  young  men  and  young  women  shall  be 
protected,  and  to  see  that  this  resolution  is  car- 
ried into  effect.  The  army  has  organized  pro- 
tection within  its  jurisdiction,  but  to  complete 
the  safeguards  for  the  soldier  we  must  have  or- 
ganized protection  outside  the  army  post,  the 
commanding  officer  of  a post  cannot  reach  a 
single  house  of  prostitution,  no  matter  how  many 
of  his  men  were  ruined,  if  not  assisted  by  organ- 
ized civilians  of  the  community. 

Why  this  class  of  crime,  more  deadly  than 
the  assassin  and  more  ruinous  in  results  than 
any  known  plague,  is  allowed  to  flourish  in  any 
community  astonishes  us  when  we  stop  to  con- 
template its  ravages.  Young  men  do  not  stop 
to  count  the  results,  many  have  thought  it  manly 
to  indulge  in  illicit  love  and  many  are  not 
wholly  to  blame,  for  they  have  never  been  taught 
its  dangers. 

There  seems  to  exist  in  our  country  among 
parents  an  aversion  to  speak  plainly  to  their 
children  of  the  worst  danger  that  will  assail 
them  and  many  young  men  grow  up  totally  un- 
prepared to  protect  themselves  from  the  danger 
on  every  hand.  I have  in  mind  now  the  case  of 
one  Mexican  woman  in  a city  of  Texas  during 
this  war  who  contaminated  seventeen  young  men 
before  she  was  discovered  and  arrested.  We 
who  would  not  for  a moment  allow  the  best 
citizen  to  be  at  large,  if  afflicted  with  small  pox, 
give  little  heed  to  the  open  activities  of  a woman 
who  sows  seeds  of  death,  an  awful  death,  to  our 
strong  young  American  soldiers. 
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Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  how  lon^  it  re- 
quires to  brin^  up  a boy  from  birth  to  manhood, 
the  years  of  care  and  labor,  the  love  and  affection 
bestowed  upon  that  son.  What  sacrifices  made 
that  he  mi^ht  take  his  place  as  a man  at  twenty- 
one.  Is  there  any  protection  that  father  or 

mother  would  not  give  to  conserve  his  safety. 
No,  and  yet  in  their  own  city,  near  their  own 
home,  flourishes  the  deadliest  enemy  that  youth 
could  encounter.  They  may  soothe  their  con- 
sciences by  thinking  that  their  son  could  not 
fall;  but  what  about  their  neighbor’s  son?  Is  he 
not  as  precious  to  his  parents  as  their  own  son 
is  to  them  ? Here  is  where  it  reaches  everyone. 
We  are  in  duty  bound  to  save  our  neighbor’s 
son  from  danger  just  as  much  as  if  he  were  our 
very  own  and  if  this  neighbor’s  son  is  a soldier 
away  from  his  father’s  house,  away  from  the 
protection  thrown  around  him  by  his  officers, 
then  should  the  city  replace  both  and  give  him 
the  protection  his  parents  would  bestow. 

The  work  of  protecting  our  young  soldiers  in 
cities  received  powerful  assistance  during  this 
war  from  the  Fosdick  Committee  and  officers 
from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army 
worked  in  conjunction  with  them.  This  was 
not  sufficient,  nor  can  it  ever  be  successful  with- 
out the  helping  hand  of  the  city  itself.  The 
problem  is  most  difficult  of  solution,  unless  self- 
respecting  citizens  take  measures  themselves  to 
bring  about  results.  The  army  officer  is  helpless 
outside  his  garrison.  He  can  keep  that  clean, 
but  the  city  can  be  made  safe  only  by  its  organ- 
ized citizens.  Commercialized  vice  is  organized, 
its  organizers  are  defended  by  able  legal  talent 
and  they  will  not  cease  until  they  are  confronted 
by  an  organized  resistance,  greater  in  force  than 
they  possess.  It  does  little  good  to  pass  laws  or 
ordinances,  unless  they  are  enforced.  It  is  the 
execution  of  the  laws  that  bring  action. 

Could  you  know  the  number  of  days  lost  in 
armies  by  sickness  from  venereal  disease  it  would 
astonish  you.  Could  you  know  the  human 
wrecks  it  has  caused  among  our  young  men  you 
would  be  astounded. 

One  of  the  great  benefits  to  be  derived  by  our 
young  men  from  universal  military  training  is 
the  safety  assured  them  from  the  instruction  on 
this  subject  to  be  given  during  their  intensive 
training.  Could  we  take  every  young  man  of 
eighteen,  on  May  1st,  to  the  training  camp  and 
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keep  him  in  summer  camp  until  September  30th, 
we  would  turn  out  a soldier  as  fit  as  any  who 
went  to  Europe,  trained  at  a time  in  life  when 
he  has  least  responsibilities  and  instructed  not 
only  in  military  tactics,  but  in  hygiene,  in  clean 
thinking  and  clean  living,  that  would  safeguard 
him  through  life.  Our  youth  do  not  know  the 
danger  and  hence  they  perish  in  it.  The  only 
way  to  save  them,  is  to  give  them  knowledge  of 
the  danger  to  eradicate  these  dens  of  vice,  to 
incarcerate  those  who  would  establish  them. 

Every  one  who  has  learned  of  the  efforts  of 
this  committee  will  applaud  them  for  their  work 
and  bid  them,  in  God’s  name,  to  continue.  You 
are  engaged  in  a contest  for  freedom,  freedom 
of  our  young  soldier,  freedom  from  disease  and 
death,  freedom  from  the  worst  influences  that 
could  possibly  surround  them  and  your  victories 
will  reach  far  into  the  future.  You  are  abolish- 
ing an  evil  that  has  been  the  dread  of  every  com- 
manding officer,  the  more  dreaded  because  of  his 
helplessness  to  combat  it  and  without  your  organ- 
ized aid  to  civil  authorities,  commercialized  vice 
will  not  die. 
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In  Memoriam 

It  is  with  sorrow  and  pride  that  we  record 
• our  share  in  the  city-wide  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Mr.  A.  Stamford  White.  We  are  sor- 
rowful because  we  shall  never  again  have  the 
joy  and  benefit  of  association  with  him  in  our 
peculiarly  difficult  work.  We  are  proud  that, 
with  all  the  other  demands  upon  him,  he  ap- 
portioned some  of  his  precious  time  to  us. 

Mr.  White  came  to  Chicago  from  England 
in  1887.  Perhaps,  in  part,  because  he  was  a 
Briton,  he  had  a world-wide  vision.  In  his 
mind  there  was  room  for  the  far-reaching 
enterprises  that  gave  him  business  eminence. 
In  his  heart  there  was  room  for  the  cares  and 
tragedies  of  those  less  gifted  and  less  favor- 
ably situated. 

To  business  and  to  civics  and  benevolence 
he  brought  the  same  gifts  of  poise,  courage, 
optimism,  loyalty,  sensible  advice  and  almost 
unyielding  insistence  upon  doing  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  right  thing  rather  than  what 
was  easy.  It  is  recorded  of  him  that  his 
career  on  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  cul- 
minating in  the  service  to  the  National  Food 
Administration  that  caused  his  death,  is  free 
from  censure  for  any  transaction.  He  was 
respected  among  his  business  associates.  His 
reputation  was  enviable,  indeed. 

For  five  and  one-half  years  Mr.  White  was 
connected  with  the  Committee  of  Fifteen.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a director,  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Board,  and  Second 
Vice  President.  During  his  association  with 
us  Mr.  White  was  a liberal  giver  of  time  and 
money  to  our  work.  On  many  occasions  he 
was  the  inspiration  and  guide  of  our  officers, 
directors  and  executive  employes. 

We  desire  to  add  this  our  word  to  the  trib- 
utes of  many  other  organizations  that  are 
pressing  in  gently  upon  his  family  as  eloquent 
testimonials  of  the  esteem  in  which  Mr.  White 
was  held  by  those  associated  with  him.  We 
express  to  Mrs.  White  and  the  son  and  daugh- 
ter our  sympathy  in  their  great  bereavement. 
In  the  hope  the  thought  may  be  comforting  to 
the  family  we  add  that  while  they  mourn  the 
loss  of  a husband  and  father,  many  individ- 
uals, from  newsboys  and  bootblacks  to  men  in 
high  places,  are  mourning  the  loss  of  a friend. 

The  foregoing  was  adopted  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Fifteen,  November  12,  1918,  ordered 
spread  upon  the  records,  engrossed,  and  sent 
to  the  family. 


18 


Will  you  kindly  fill  in  one  of  these  pledge  cards,  and  invite  a friend  to  do  likewise  with  the  other? 
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If,  as  a result  of  the  war,  we  are  a 
changed  people,  if  our  standards  have 
been  raised,  if  we  have  passed  out  of 
the  old  into  the  new,  does  not  the  work 
of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  awaken 
a new  interest?  Does  it  not  arouse  a 
new  enthusiasm  as  we  seek  to  remove 
temptation  from  our  boys  and  girls,  to 
keep  our  men  fit  for  the  daily  task  and 
to  encourage  our  municipality  to  strive 
for  higher  ideals?  We  believe  it  does 
and  that  you  and  we  more  loyally  and 
unitedly  than  ever  will  do  what  we  can 
to  minimize  the  evil  against  which  we 
strive.  Henry  P,  Crowell 


During  the  year  ended  April  30, 
1917,  thirty  per  cent  of  those  receiving 
the  informal  notice  that  their  property 
was  being  used  for  immoral  purposes 
instituted  correctional  measures  without 
further  action  by  the  Committee  of 
Fifteen.  During  the  year  ended  April 
30, 1918,  SEVENTY-SIX  per  cent  heeded 
the  warning.  During  the  year  ended 
April  30, 1919.  NINETY  per  cent  prompt- 
ly responded.  Samuel  P.  Thrasher 
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You  are  engaged  m a contest  for 
freedom,  freedom  for  our  young  soldier, 
freedom  from  disease  and  death,  freedom 
from  the  worst  influence  that  could 
possibly  surround  them  and  your  victor- 
ies will  reach  far  into  the  future.  You 
are  abolishing  an  evil  that  has  been  the 
dread  of  every  commanding  officer,  the 
more  dreaded  because  of  his  helplessness 
to  combat  it.  Without  your  organized 
aid  to  civil  authorities,  commercialized 
vice  will  not  die.  Gen,  James  A.  Ryan 


